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Slalia  means  bluebirds.  Hence  the  title  of  this 
journal.  Technically,  slalia  is  the  Latinized,  neuter 
plural  version  of  the  Greek  word  stalls,  a  noun 
meaning  a  "kind  of  bird.”  Since  the  Eastern  Bluebird 
was  the  first  bluebird  classified  by  Carolus  Linnaeus 
(1707-1778),  he  gave  it  the  species  name  stalls, 
though  he  placed  it  in  the  genus  Motacllla  which 
is  now  reserved  for  the  wagtails.  It  was  William 
Swainson  (1789-1855),  who,  in  1827,  decided  that 
the  bluebirds  needed  a  genus  of  their  own  within  the 
thrush  family  (Turdidae).  He  selected  the  generic 
name  Slalia  which  he  simply  adapted  from  the 
species  name  stalls  which  Linnaeus  had  used. 
Therefore,  the  scientific  name  for  the  Eastern 
Bluebird  is  Slalia  stalls  (pronounced  see-ahl'-ee- 
ah  see'-ahl-iss).  Similarily,  the  Western  Bluebird 
and  Mountain  Bluebird,  the  two  other  species  within 
the  genus,  were  named  Slalia  mexlcana  and 
Slalia  currucoldes  (coo-roo-coy-dees) 
respectively.  Their  species  names  are  descriptive  of 
their  locations.  All  three  bluebird  species  are  native 
only  to  the  North  American  continent,  although 
each  inhabits  different  regions  generally  separated 
by  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  by  altitudinal 
preferences 

While  the  adult  birds  all  show  differing 
plumages,  the  young  of  all  three  species  look 
remarkably  alike,  prominently  displaying  spotted 
breasts  and  large  white  eye  rings.  This  similarity  in 
plumage  was  the  principal  reason  theSociety  chose 
the  juvenal  bluebird  for  its  logo.  Since  bluebirds 
almost  always  choose  to  raise  their  young  in  small 
enclosed  cavities,  a  young  bluebird  sitting  near  a 
nesting  box  seemed  to  symbolize  our  mission.  The 
hope  of  any  species  resides  in  itsyoung.  Becauseof 
bluebird  nesting  preferences,  the  survival  of  their 
young  may  depend  on  the  nesting  box,  especially 
since  natural  cavities,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  are 
disappearing  rapidly.  The  theme  of  bluebird  young 
nurtured  in  man-made  structures  will  be  a  recurring 
one  in  our  art  and  literature.  We  hope  that  this  theme 
will  remind  all  about  the  plight  of  the  bluebird,  and 
will  stimulate  action  which  will  allow  this  beautiful 
creature  to  prosper. 


Sialia  is  published  quarterly  by  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Box 
6295,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20906.  Subscription  price  is  included  in  annual 
membership  dues.  Single  copies:  $2.50.  Write  for  information  about  bulk 
quantities.  Checks  and  money  orders  should  be  made  payable  to  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  should  be  in  United  States  funds. Issues  are 
dated  Winter,  Spring,  Summer  and  Autumn  and  appear  approximately  on  the 
fifteenth  of  January,  April,  July  and  October  respectively.  Deadline  for 
submission  of  material  is  three  months  priorto  date  of  publication;  dated  items 
only,  two  months. 


North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc. 

Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20906  *0295 


Founder 

Larry  Zeleny 

President 

AnneT.  Sturm 

Vice  President 

Martha  Chestem 


CONS^ 


Treasurer 

Delos  C.  Dupree 


Recording  Secretary 

Mark  Raabe 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Thomas  M.  Tait 

Directors 

Angeline  S.  Cromack 
Corvallis,  OR 
Lillian  Lund  Files 
Tyngsboro,  MA 
Gerald  L.  Hartley 
New  Brockton,  AL 
George  A.  Hurst 
Mississippi  State,  MS 
Bryan  R.  Shantz 
LaCombe,  Alberta 
Joseph  G.  Tait 
Beltsville,  MD 
Art  Aylesworth 
Ronan,  MT 
Richard  Dolesh 
Brandywine,  MD 
Sadie  Dorber 
Vestal,  NY 
Gay  T.  Duncan 
Southern  Pines,  NC 
Theodore  W.  Gutzke 
Basking  Ridge,  NJ 
Joseph  A.  Ondrejko 
Arlington,  VA 

Executive  Director 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 


LiLLian  Land  3  ideA  of  J y.ng. a 6 OAoag. ht  Mciaa, 
on  boand  of  DLnectoAA  in  the  New  £ nyland 
Line  a  fon  deoAA  /  9 82  and  /9$3» 


For  two-year  terns  as  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 


LILLIAN  LUND  FILES  of  Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  is  married  and  has  one  grown 
son.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 
and  is  President  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  1980-1981.  She 
has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  over  30  years, 
even  though  they  are  rare  in  Massachusetts.  She  has  written  blue 
bird  articles  for  local  newspapers  and  for  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Newsletter.  She  has  given  17  bluebird  slide  programs  to 
groups  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  and  gave  a  very  lively 
presentation  at  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  in  Gunston  Hall  in  1980. 


Editor 

Joanne  K.  Solem 


Chairman, 

Education  Committee 

Richard  M.  Tuttle 


THE  PLEASURE  OF  BLUEBIRDS 


God  must  have  created  the  bluebird  for  man’s 
benefit  and  enjoyment.  When  bluebirds  nest  nearby 
and  you  are  able  to  hear  them  and  observe  their 
actions  each  day,  you  then  can  truly  know  the  meaning 
of  aesthetics,  love,  beauty,  bliss,  serenity,  and  family 
devotion  which  can  come  to  us  through  the  bluebird. 

In  our  present  day  we  emphasize  youth  and  the 
activities  of  the  young.  Yet  there  are  more  and  more  of 
our  older  people  who  have  retired  from  the  active  life 
of  earning  a  living  and  rearing  children.  Many  live 
alone  with  a  void  in  their  lives  with  which  they  have  to 
cope.  Nesting  bluebirds  which  can  be  observed  in  the 
spring  and  summer  will  help  fill  that  void  and  replace 
some  of  the  emptiness  and  loneliness  with  delight  and 

joy- 

May  you  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  bluebirds 
add  to  the  beauty  and  pleasure  of  your  life. 


“Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds” 
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COME  BACK  LITTLE  BLUEBIRD 

These  gentle  loving  birds  often  called  the 
“Bluebirds  of  Happiness”  have  a  sky-blue  back  and  a 
reddish-earth  chest.  “The  Bluebird  carries  the  sky  on 
its  back  and  the  earth  on  its  breast”  —  Thoreau. 

The  song  of  the  Bluebird  is  a  delicate  purling 
warble  which  seems  to  say,  “Dear,  dear.  Think  of  it, 
think  of  it”. 

The  Bluebird  is  a  symbol  of  love,  hope  and  hap¬ 
piness.  In  early  times  they  were  considered  the  first 
sign  of  spring  and  were  called  the  “Blue  Robin.” 

How  many  of  us  have  seen  a  bluebird  recently? 
The  great  majority  of  young  people  today  have  never 
seen  a  bluebird.  Yet  50  years  ago,  bluebirds  were 
among  the  commonest  songbirds  in  America. 

Bluebirds  are  an  asset  to  farmers  and  gardeners 
because  their  diet  consists  almost  entirely  of  insects  in 
the  spring  and  summer.  In  the  late  fall  and  winter  they 
live  largely  on  wild  berries.  They  almost  never  damage 
cultivated  crops  such  as  berries,  fruits,  grains,  and 
vegetables. 

The  eastern  bluebird  population  may  have  plum¬ 
meted  as  much  as  90%  due  to  shortage  of  natural 
cavities  for  nesting,  competition  from  house  sparrows 
and  starlings,  and  pesticides.  What  is  needed  is  a  wide¬ 
spread  effort  to  help  the  bluebird  in  its  struggles  and  an 
easy  way  to  help  is  to  provide  nesting  sites. 

Bluebird  trails  are  becoming  increasingly  popular 
and  are  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to 
those  who  operate  them.  A  bluebird  trail  consists  of  a 
number  of  nesting  boxes  spaced  100  yards  or  more 
apart  and  so  located  that  they  can  be  conveniently 
monitored  by  going  from  box  to  box  by  car,  bicycle,  or 
on  foot. 

A  bluebird  trail  may  consist  of  only  a  few  nesting 
boxes  on  one’s  own  property  or  of  hundreds  of  boxes 
spread  over  a  distance  of  many  miles.  Bluebird 
population  has  increased  dramatically  along  the 
routes  of  virtually  all  bluebird  trails  that  have  been 
operated  successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  However, 
the  impact  of  these  trails  on  the  total  bluebird 
population  has  so  far  probably  been  rather  small 
simply  because  the  existing  trails  cover  such  a  very 
small  fraction  of  the  potential  bluebird  habitat. 
Obviously  what  is  now  needed  is  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  bluebird  trails  so  that  bluebirds  can  again 
raise  their  families  in  the  vast  areas  where  the  natural 
nesting  cavities  have  either  been  destroyed  or  have 
been  usurped  by  the  alien  starlings  and  house  sparrows 
against  which  the  bluebird  cannot  successfully 
compete. 


Generally  bluebirds  nest  only  in  rural  areas  and 
the  very  outer  edges  of  suburban  developments.  The 
ideal  habitat  is  relatively  free  from  underbrush. 
Bluebirds  do  not  nest  in  heavily  wooded  areas  as  they 
prefer  open  ground  with  sparse  vegetation  or  short 
grass  for  feeding.  Quiet  country  roads,  pastures,  fields, 
cemeteries  and  golf  courses  are  usually  good  locations. 
Bluebirds  are  attracted  to  nesting  boxes  that  are  near 
high  perch  sites  with  a  clear  view,  such  as  utility  wires, 
poles,  fences,  TV  antennas,  and  dead  or  open  tree 
limbs.  Houses  near  woods  are  usually  dominated  by 
wrens  while  those  near  buildings  are  generally 
occupied  by  sparrows. 

In  this  area,  by  late  March  or  early  April, 
bluebirds  have  located  suitable  natural  cavities  or  bird 
houses  for  their  nests.  They  will  search  diligently  for 
days  or  weeks  over  a  wide  area,  if  necessary,  in  order  to 
find  acceptable  nesting  sites.  The  male  bird  takes  the 
initiative.  Days  and  often  weeks  elapse  between 
selection  and  actual  start  of  nest  building.  In  most 
areas  nest  building  is  generally  underway  in  early  May. 

The  bluebird  nest  is  usually  built  in  5-6  days.  It 
is  composed  of  dry  grass  or  pine  needles. 

.  Bluebirds  time  their  activities  so  that  the  first  egg 
is  laid  4  to  5  days  after  the  nest  has  been  completed. 
One  egg  is  laid  each  day  until  the  clutch  is  complete. 
Three  to  six,  commonly  four  or  five,  pale  blue  eggs  are 
laid.  Incubation  begins  as  soon  as  the  last  egg  has  been 
laid.  The  time  of  incubation  is  generally  14  days. 

On  the  day  they  are  hatched,  young  bluebirds  are 
virtually  naked.  They  weigh  roughly  one-tenth  of  an 
ounce.  They  are  fed  small,  soft  insects  every  few 
minutes  from  dawn  to  dusk.  The  male  bird  does  most 
of  the  feeding  at  first  since  the  female  must  spend  a 
good  part  of  her  time  brooding  the  babies  to  keep  them 
warm.  The  young  birds  cannot  produce  their  own 
body  heat  and  are  therefore  essentially  cold-blooded 
until  they  are  several  days  old.  Tfie  nestlings  grow  at  an 
incredible  rate.  Within  about  12  days,  the  weight  of  the 
young  bird  approaches  that  of  the  adult.  The  natal 
down  has  been  shed  and  replaced  by  the  beautiful  soft 
gray  and  blue  juvenile  plumage.  The  type  of  food  fed 
to  the  nestlings  gradually  changes  as  they  develop.  The 
small,  soft  insects  are  replaced  by  larger  insects. 
Grasshoppers  often  make  up  a  large  part  of  the  diet  of 
both  young  and  adult. 

Young  bluebirds  usually  leave  their  nest  at  the  age 
of  17  or  18  days.  On  the  day  of  fledging,  the  parent 
birds  seem  to  encourage  their  young  to  leave  the  nest 
by  restricting  their  food  supply  and  by  calling  to  them 
repeatedly  in  an  enticing  manner  from  a  short 
distance.  Each  young  bird  at  the  moment  it  leaves  the 
nest  makes  a  valiant  and  usually  successful  attempt  to 
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fly  to  a  nearby  tree  or  bush.  Most  young  bluebirds  are 
capable  of  flying  50  to  100  feet  on  their  first  attempt. 
The  entire  brood  usually  leaves  the  nest  within  a 
period  of  about  two  hours,  but  occasionally  one  or 
more  of  the  birds  will  remain  in  the  nest  until  the 
following  day.  The  newly  fledged  bluebirds  soon  work 
their  way  into  the  higher  branches  of  nearby  trees  and 
remain  high  off  the  ground,  flying  from  tree  to  tree  to 
gain  strength. 

The  bluebird  fledglings  start  finding  a  small  part 
of  their  own  food  when  they  have  been  out  of  the  nest 
for  about  two  weeks.  Within  another  week  or  10  days 
the  young  birds  learn  to  obtain  all  of  their  own  food. 
Bluebirds  have  strong  family  ties,  so  the  young  birds 
usually  remain  fairly  close  to  their  parents  throughout 
the  summer  and  early  autumn.  Occasionally  some  of 
them  will  assist  their  parents  in  the  feeding  and  care  of 
a  later  brood.  Often  not  more  than  3  or  4  days  elapse 
between  the  time  the  young  of  one  brood  are  fledged 
and  the  nest  for  the  next  brood  is  started.  Usually  a 
second  brood  is  raised  by  the  same  parents  and 
sometimes  also  a  third. 

It  is  recommended  that  after  the  young  have  left 
the  nest,  the  box  should  be  cleaned  as  this  increases  the 
chances  that  a  second  brood  will  be  raised  in  the  same 
box.  However,  some  people  have  observed  adult 
bluebirds  building  a  new  nest  on  top  of  the  old  nest 
when  not  removed.  In  any  case,  the  box  must  be 
cleaned  in  the  fall,  which  is  also  a  good  time  to  do  any 
necessary  maintenance. 

Bluebird  nesting  boxes  can  be  mounted  on  posts 
or  fences.  If  metal  posts  are  used,  climbing  predators 
such  as  raccoons  and  cats  can  be  discouraged  by 
applying  grease  to  the  pole.  The  boxes  should  be 
mounted  3  to  5  feet  from  the  ground.  Low  mounting 
helps  in  discouraging  house  sparrows  and  makes  for 
easy  monitoring. 

An  entrance  hole  exactly  1 XA  inches  in  diameter  is 
suggested  as  this  prevents  the  entry  of  starlings.  The 
entrance  should  be  placed  at  least  6  inches  above  the 
floor  as  a  shallower  box  permits  starlings  to  destroy 
the  eggs  or  nestlings.  The  floor  can  be  4"  x  4"  but  many 
prefer  5"  x  5".  The  box  should  be  built  with  a 
slantroofed  top  that  is  hinged  or  otherwise  easily 
opened  for  cleaning  and  observation.  Small 
ventilation  holes  go  near  the  top  and  drainage  holes  in 
the  bottom.  Perches  are  not  desirable  (bluebirds  don’t 
need  them  but  sparrows  like  them).  The  boxes  may  be 
painted  a  light  color  (tan,  light  green,  light  gray)  as  this 
will  add  to  the  life  of  the  box.  It  may  be  covered  with 
slab  wood  or  bark  to  offer  a  more  rustic  appearance.  It 
is  best  to  assemble  the  house  using  screws  rather  than 
nails  as  the  use  of  the  former  results  in  construction 
better  able  to  weather  the  elements  throughout  the 
years. 


Boxes  made  of  cedar,  redwood  or 
exterior  plywood  are  extremely 
durable  and  need  no  painting. ..other 
wood  will  last  longer  if  painted  on  the 
outside  only. 

Use  l  Zi  ”  sere  ws  or  galvanized  nails  to 
put  together... Iff  nails  for  pivot 
nails. 

Lock:  Drill  hole  near  bottom  on  one 
side  right  through  to  floor  for  a  nail 
to  slide  in  and  out. 


If  you  should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  have 
house  sparrows  take  over  your  bluebird  house, 
constant  removal  of  their  nests  will  eventually 
discourage  them. 

The  most  serious  bluebird  parasite  is  a  blowfly. 
The  adult  female  blowfly  enters  the  bird  house  and 
lays  her  eggs  in  the  nesting  materials.  The  eggs  soon 
hatch  and  the  larvae  or  maggots  attach  themselves  to 
the  baby  birds  and  suck  their  blood.  They  then  become 
puparia  (dark  brown  oval  cases  about  %inch  long)  and 
after  about  12  days  emerge  as  adults  to  repeat  the  life 
cycle. 

Represented  are  blowfly  puparia. 
You'll  have  evidence  for  the 
presence  of  the  blowfly  if  puparia 
are  observed  when  removing  the 
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actual  size 


Bluebird  nestlings  can  usually  survive  a  light 
attack  of  the  parasitic  blowfly.  A  heavy  infestation 
(more  than  100  blowfly  larvae  in  a  nest)  can  be 
controlled  by  dusting  the  house  and  nest  lightly  with  a 
one-half  percent  rotenone  powder  either  before  the 
young  birds  are  hatched  or  by  carefully  removing  the 
young  and  avoiding  direct  contact  of  the  insecticide 
with  the  baby  birds. 

No  discussion  of  predators  on  the  bluebird  trail  is 
complete  without  mentioning  the  common  two-legged 
predator  (man)  that  is  sometimes  the  most  destructive 
of  all.  Experience  has  shown  that  when  the  bluebird 
houses  are  used  in  public  places  or  near  roadsides, 
human  interference  is  much  more  likely.  The  best 
advice  is  to  locate  the  nesting  boxes  several  hundred 
leet  from  the  road  or  in  rural  areas  not  seen  from  the 
highway.  Vandals  are  generally  too  lazy  to  walk  any 
great  distance  to  destroy  your  efforts.  Without 
question,  the  restricted  property  of  the  golf  course 
offers  the  best  protection  from  vandalism.  Golf 
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BLUEBIRD  BOX 

by 

Lil  Files 


courses  provide  the  ideal  bluebird  habitat  and  are 
usually  free  of  house  sparrows,  the  second  most 
prevalent  obstacle  to  successful  rearing  of  bluebirds. 

Inspect  your  bluebird  trail  frequently  if  possible. 
Much  of  the  fun  and  rewards  of  the  trail  are  in  those 
periodic  inspections.  By  taking  notes  on  the  nest,  eggs, 
young,  etc.,  you  will  learn  more  about  the  life  of  the 
resident. 

It  is  quite  permissible  to  open  the  nesting  boxes 
daily  for  observation  if  the  boxes  are  designed  to  open 
easily  without  disturbing  the  nest.  Observations 
should  be  made  quickly  and  the  boxes  promptly  closed 
in  order  to  cause  the  least  possible  disturbance  to  the 
birds.  Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  examining 
bluebird  broods  that  are  more  than  12  days  old  since  at 
this  stage  any  disturbance  may  excite  the  nestlings  and 
cause  them  to  leave  the  nest  prematurely,  thereby 
reducing  their  chance  for  survival. 

You  can  expect  other  birds  to  use  your  bluebird 
houses  as  well.  In  the  northern  states  competitors  for 
the  same  houses  will  be  Tree  Swallows.  House, 
Wrens,  Chickadees,  Titmice,  Nuthatches  and  House 
Sparrows. 

By  proper  placement  of  your  bluebird  houses  and 
with  faithful  control  of  starlings  and  house  sparrows, 
you  should  hav  e  reasonable  success  with  your  bluebird 
trail. 


FURTHER  READING 

“THE  BLUEBIRD”  by  Lawrence  Zelany 

Mr.  Zelany  is  also  the  founder  of  The  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring, 
Md.  20906 


CONSTRUCTION  TIPS 

The  construction  plans  shown  in  this  brochure 
stress  the  importance  of  the  measurements  in  a 
bluebird  nesting  box.  Design  and  construction  plans 
can-  vary  in  many  ways  and  the  box  will  remain 
functional.  There  must  be  an  easy  access  for  inspection 
either  through  the  top,  front,  or  sides.  For  those  who 
can  secure  the  construction  materials  and  have  the 
tools  to  work  with,  it  is  an  enjoyable  project  to  build 
nesting  boxes.  l  or  others,  it  is  more  practical  to 
purchase  the  nesting  boxes. 


USE  3/4"  STOCK 


SIDES :  Drill  l/4"  vent  holes  near  top. 

FLOOR:  Cut  3/®"  off  each  comer  for 
drainage.  Recess  floor  l/4H. 

FRONT:  Make  l-§-"  entrance  hole  8"  up  from 
bottom  edge  to  center  of  hole. 

Nail  a  pivot  nail  on  each  side  of 
box  parallel  to  center  of  hole. 
Rough  surface  below  entrance  hole 
inside  box  by  grooving  1/8"  slots. 

BACK:  Bevel  top  edge  for  slanted  roof. 

ROOF:  1M  overlap  on  each  side  and  2" 

overlap  in  front.  Cut  groove  for 
a  drip  line  1"  back  from  front  edge 

BACK  Drill  holes  near  top  &  bottom. 

EXT.:  Attach  extension  to  back  of  box 
with  screws.  ^ 
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October  10,  1851  -  The  air  this  morning  is  full  of  bluebirds,  and  again  it  is  spring* 
V61.  3,  P.  61 


March  15*  18 5?  -  A  mild  spring  day.,.. The  air  is  full  of  bluebirds.  The  ground  almost 
entirely  bare.  The  villagers  are  out  in  the  sun,  and  every  man  is  happy  whoee  work 
takes  him  outdoors..,.  I  lean  over  a  rail  to  hear  what  is  in  the  air,  liquid  with  the 
bluebirds*  warbld,  Vol.  3,  P*  350. 


March  11,  -  Bluebirds*  warbling  curls  in  elms.  '■Vol.  4,  P.  162 

September  27,  1856  -  The  bluebird  family  revisit  their  box  and  warble  as  in  spring. 
Vol.  9,  P.27 


February  IB,  1^57  -  I  am  excited  by  this  wonderful  air  and  go  listening?  for  the  note 
of  the  bluebird  or  other  comer.  The  vdry  grain  of  the  air  seems  to  have  undergone  a 
change  and  is  ready  to  split  into  the  form  of  the  .bluebirds *  warble,  Mfcthinks  if  it 
were  visible,  or  I  could  cast  up  some  fine  dust  which  would  betray  it,  it  would  take  a 
corresponding  shape.  The  bluebird  does  not  come  till  the  air  consents  and  his  wedge 
will  enter  easily.  The  air  over  these  fields  is  a  foundry  full  of  moulds  for  casting 
bluebirds*  warbles.  Any  sound  uttered  now  would  take  that  form,  not  of  the  harsh, 
vibrating,  rending  scream  of  the  jay,  but  a  softer,  flowing,  curling  warble,  like  a  purl¬ 
ing  stream  or  the  lobes  of  flowing  sand  and  clay.  Here  is  the  soft  air,  and  the  moist 
expectant  apple  trees,  but' not  yet  the  bluebird.  They  do  not  quite  attain  to  song. 

Vol.  9,  P.270 


March  7,  1859  -  Is  is  a  good  plan  to  go  to  some  old  orchard  on  the  south  side  of  a 
hill,  sit  down,  and  listen,  especially  in  the  morning  when  all  is  still.  You  can  thus 
often  hear  the  distant  warble  of  some  bluebird  lately  arrived,  which,  if  you  had  been 
walking,  would  not  have  been  audible  to  you.  Vol.  12,  P.21 


Enjoyed  all  his  quotes  on  the  bluebird,  but  the  following  is  my  favorite i 


February  25#  1^59  -  Measure  your  health  by  your  sympathy  with  morning  and  spring.  If 
there  is  no  response  in  you  to  the  awakening  of  nature,  if  the  prospect  of  an  early 
morning  walk  does  not  banish  sleep,  if  the  warble  of  the  first  bluebird  : dpes  not  thrill 
vou  -  know  that  the  morning  and  spring  of  your  life  are  past.  Thus  may  you  test  your 
nulse.  Vol.  11.  . 
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“H/S  MOST  SERENE 


BIRDSHIP!” 

The  Bluebird  in  Thoreau’s  Journal 


Henry  David  Thoreau  (1817-1862)  was  one  of  America’s  greatest  naturalists  and  a  major 
figure  in  nineteenth  century  thought  and  literature.  The  journal  he  kept  from  1837  to  1861 
was  published  originally  in  14  volumes.  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts, 
has  searched  The  Journal  of  Henrv  David  Thoreau  for  references  to  bluebirds.  She  found 

38  dates  on  which  that  species  was  mentioned.  The  reference  at  the  end  of  each  entry  is  to 

the  volume  and  page  number  of  the  originalTYhe  numbering  of  the  volumes  was  kept  by 
Dover  Publications,  Inc.,  New  York,  when  they  published  the  complete  journal  in  two  volumes 
in  1962.  It  was  edited  by  Bradford  Torrey  and  Francis  H.  Allen. 


September  29,  7842— Today  the  lark  sings  again  down  in  the  meadow,  and 
the  robin  peeps  and  the  bluebirds,  old  and  young,  have  revisited  their  box, 
as  if  they  would  fain  repeat  the  summer  without  intervention  of  winter,  if 
Nature  would  let  them.  Beauty  is  a  finer  utility  whose  end  we  do  not  see. 
1:449. 

July  16,  7857— The  plaintive  spring-restoring  peep  of  a  bluebird  is  oc¬ 
casionally  heard.  2:310. 

Oct.  10,  1851 — The  air  this  morning  is  full  of  bluebirds,  and  again  it  is 
spring.  3:61. 

March  10,  7852— I  see  flocks  of  a  dozen  bluebirds  together.  The  warble  of 
this  bird  is  innocent  and  celestial,  like  its  color.  3:344. 

March  15,  1852— A  mild  spring  day. ...The  air  is  full  of  bluebirds.  The  ground 
almost  entirely  bare.  The  villagers  are  out  in  the  sun,  and  every  man  is  hap¬ 
py  whose  work  takes  him  outdoors....!  lean  over  a  rail  to  hear  what  is  in  the 
air,  liquid  with  the  bluebird’s  warble.  3:350. 


April  3,  7852— The  bluebird  carries  the  sky  on  his  back.  3:386. 

July  25,  7852— This  is  a  morning  celebrated  by  birds.  Our  bluebird  sits  on 
the  peak  of  the  house  and  warbles  as  in  the  spring,  but  as  he  does  not  now 
by  day.  4:254. 

March  10,  7853— What  was  that  sound  that  came  on  the  softened  air?  It 
was  the  warble  of  the  first  bluebird  from  that  scraggy  apple  orchard  yon¬ 
der.  When  this  is  heard,  then  has  spring  arrived.  5:15. 
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March  17, 1853 — I  no  sooner  step  out  of  the  house  than  I  hear  the  bluebirds 
in  the  air,  and  far  and  near,  everywhere  except  in  the  woods,  throughout 
the  town  you  may  hear  them,  the  blue  curls  of  their  warblings,— harbingers 
of  serene  and  warm  weather,  little  azure  rills  of  melody  trickling  here  and 
there  from  out  of  the  air,  their  short  warble  trilled  in  the  air  reminding  of 
so  many  corkscrews  assaulting  and  thawing  the  torpid  mass  of  winter, 
assisting  the  ice  and  snow  to  melt  and  the  streams  to  flow.  5:23. 

March  18,  1853— The  bluebird  and  song  sparrow  sing  immediately  on  their 
arrival,  and  hence  deserve  to  enjoy  some  pre-eminence.  They  give  expres¬ 
sion  to  the  joy  which  the  season  inspires.  5:26. 

March  21,  1853— Why  are  the  early  birds  found  most  along  the  water? 
These  song  sparrows  are  now  first  heard  commonly.  The  blackbirds,  too, 
create  some  melody.  And  the  bluebirds,  how  sweet  their  warble  in  the  soft 
air,  heard  over  the  water!  5:32 

April  5,  1853— The  bluebird  comes  to  us  bright  in  his  vernal  dress  as  a 
bridegroom.  Has  he  not  got  new  feathers  then?  5:93. 

April  6, 1853— The  bluebird,  with  feebler  but  not  less  sweet  warbling,  helps 
fill  the  air,  and  the  phoebe  does  her  part.  5:94. 

August  7, 1853—  How  much  of  spring  there  is  brought  back  in  a  young  blue¬ 
bird’s  plaintive  peep!  5:357. 

November  7,  7853— Three  bluebirds  still  braving  the  cold  winds,— Acton 
Blues,  not  gone  into  winter  quarters.  The  blue  uniform  makes  me  think  of 
soldiers  who  have  received  orders  to  keep  the  field  and  not  go  into  winter 
quarters.  5:488. 

March  11, 1854 — Bluebirds’  warbling  curls  in  elms.  4:162. 


April  19,  1854— \  read  to-day  that  a  boy  found  twenty-six  bluebirds  dead  in 
a  hollow  tree  on  the  first  of  April  in  Great  Barrington.  That  was  just  after 
that  long  cold  spell.  6:206. 

September  12,  1854— A  sprinkling  drove  me  back  for  an  umbrella,  and  I 
started  again  for  Smith’s  Hill  via  Hubbard’s  Close.  I  see  plump  young  blue¬ 
birds  in  small  flocks  along  the  fences,  with  only  the  primaries  and  tail  a 
bright  blue,  the  other  feathers  above  dusky  ashy-brown,  tipped  with  white. 
7:35. 

March  15,  1855 — He  (Mr.  Rice)  saw  a  bluebird  about  a  week  ago  in  Sud¬ 
bury,  and  was  surprised  to  observe  that  it  had  a  worm  in  its  mouth,  but  I 
am  not,  for  the  ice  and  snow  have  been  sprinkled  with  caterpillars  of  sev¬ 
eral  kinds  all  the  past  winter.  7:249. 

March  19,  1855 — ...when  I  reach  my  landing  I  hear  my  first  bluebird,  some¬ 
where  about  Cheney’s  trees  by  the  river.  I  hear  him  out  of  the  blue  deeps, 
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but  do  not  yet  see  his  blue  body.  He  comes  with  a  warble.  Now  first  gen¬ 
erally  heard  in  the  village.  7:257,  258. 


March  22, 1855— The  bluebird  faintly  warbles,  with  such  ventriloquism  that 
I  thought  him  further  off.  He  requires  a  warmer  air.  7:261. 

March  28,  1855— As  for  the  singing  of  birds,— the  few  that  have  come  to 
us,— it  is  too  cold  for  them  to  sing  and  for  me  to  hear.  The  bluebird’s 
warble  comes  feeble  and  frozen  to  my  ear.  We  still  walk  on  frozen  ground, 
though  in  the  garden  I  can  thrust  a  spade  in  about  six  inches.  7:274. 

October  20,  1855— I  see  on  the  dead  top  of  a  hickory,  twittering  very  much 
like  swallows,  eighteen  and  more  bluebirds,  perhaps  preparing  to  migrate. 
7:502. 

March  9,  1856— Thermometer  at  2  P.M.  15°,  sixteen  inches  of  snow  on  a 
level  in  open  field,  hard  and  dry,  ice  in  Flint’s  Pond  two  feet  thick,  and  the 
aspect  of  the  earth  is  that  of  the  middle  of  January  in  a  severe  winter.  Yet 
this  is  about  the  date  that  bluebirds  arrive  commonly.  A  pail  of  water 
froze  nearly  half  an  inch  thick  in  my  chamber,  with  fire  raked  up.  The  train 
which  should  have  got  down  last  night  did  not  arrive  till  this  afternoon, 
having  stuck  in  a  drift.  8:201. 

April  9,  7856— Meanwhile  a  bluebird  sits  on  the  same  oak,  three  roads  off, 
pluming  its  wings.  I  hear  faintly  the  warbling  of  one,  apparently  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  off,  and  am  very  slow  to  detect  that  it  is  even  this  one  before  me, 
which,  in  the  intervals  of  pluming  itself,  is  apparently  practicing  in  an  in¬ 
credibly  low  voice.  8:270. 

May  11,  1856— I  leave  my  boat  in  Hosmer’s  pokelogan  and  walk  up  the 
bank.  A  bluebird’s  nest  and  five  eggs  in  a  hollow  apple  tree  three  feet 
from  ground  near  the  old  bank  swallow  pit,  made  with  much  stubble  and 
dried  grass.  Can  see  the  bird  sitting  from  without.  8:332. 

June  23,  1856 — His  son  (Rickerson’s)  Walton  showed  me  one  of  four  per¬ 
fectly  white  eggs  taken  from  a  a  hole  in  an  apple  tree  eight  feet  from 
ground.  I  examined  the  hole.  He  had  seen  a  bluebird  there,  and  I  saw  a 
blue  feather  in  it  and  apparently  a  bluebird’s  nest.  Were  not  these  the  eggs 
of  a  downy  woodpecker  laid  in  a  bluebird’s  nest?  They  were  all  gone 
now.  8:385. 

July  12,  1856 — Hear  the  plaintive  note  of  young  bluebirds,  a  reviving  and 
gleaming  of  their  blue  ray.  8:408. 

Sept.  27, 1856 — The  bluebird  family  revisit  their  box  and  warble  as  in  spring. 
9:27. 

Feb.  18,  1857—  I  am  excited  by  this  wonderful  air  and  go  listening  for  the 
note  of  the  bluebird  or  other  comer.  The  very  grain  of  the  air  seems  to  have 
undergone  a  change  and  is  ready  to  split  into  the  form  of  the  bluebird’s 
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warble.  Methinks  if  it  were  visible,  or  I  could  cast  up  some  fine  dust  which 
would  betray  it,  it  would  take  a  corresponding  shape.  The  bluebird  does 
not  come  till  the  air  consents  and  his  wedge  will  enter  easily.  The  air  over 
these  fields  is  a  foundry  full  of  moulds  for  casting  bluebirds’  warbles. 
Any  sound  uttered  now  would  take  that  form,  not  of  the  harsh,  vibrating, 
rending  scream  of  the  jay,  but  a  softer,  flowing,  curling  warble,  like  a  purl¬ 
ing  stream  or  the  lobes  of  flowing  sand  and  clay.  Here  is  the  soft  air,  and 
the  moist  expectant  apple  trees,  but  not  yet  the  bluebird.  They  do  not  quite 
attain  to  song.  9:270. 

February  24, 1857 — A  fine  spring  morning.  The  ground  is  almost  completely 
bare  again.  There  has  been  a  frost  in  the  night.  Now,  at  8:30,  it  is  melted 
and  wets  my  feet  like  a  dew.  The  water  on  the  meadow  this  still,  bright 
morning  is  smooth  as  in  April.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  strain  of  a  song 
sparrow  from  the  riverside,  and  as  I  cross  the  causeway  to  the  hill,  think¬ 
ing  of  the  bluebird,  I  that  instant  hear  one’s  note  from  deep  in  the  softened 
air.  It  is  already  40°  and  by  noon  is  between  50°  and  60°.  As  the  day  ad¬ 
vances  I  hear  more  bluebirds  and  see  their  azure  flakes  settling  on  the 
fence-posts.  Their  short,  rich,  c':sny  warble  curls  through  the  air.  Its  grain 
now  lies  parallel  to  the  curve  of  the  bluebird’s  warble,  like  boards  of  the 
same  lot.  It  seems  to  be  one  of  those  early  springs  of  which  we  have  heard 
but  have  never  experienced.  Perhaps  they  are  fabulous.  9:279. 

March  18,  1858—  P.M.— To  Fair  Haven  Hill  via  Hubbard’s  Bath.  How  much 
more  habitable  a  few  birds  make  the  field!  At  the  end  of  winter,  when  the 
fields  are  bare  and  there  is  nothing  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the  withered 
vegetation,  our  life  seems  reduced  to  its  lowest  terms.  But  let  a  bluebird 
come  and  warble  over  them,  and  what  a  change!  The  note  of  the  first  blue¬ 
bird  in  the  air  answers  to  the  purling  rill  of  melted  snow  beneath.  It  is 
eminently  soft  and  soothing,  and,  as  surely  as  the  thermometer,  indicates  a 
higher  temperature.  It  is  modulated  by  the  south  wind.  The  song  sparrow 
is  more  sprightly,  mingling  its  notes  with  the  rustling  of  the  brash  along 
the  watersides,  but  it  is  at  the  same  time  more  terrene  than  the  bluebird. 
10:302. 


February  23,  1859— Worcester—  I  first  hear  and  then  see  eight  or  ten  blue¬ 
birds  going  over.  Perhaps  they  have  not  reached  Concord  yet.  One  boy  tells 
me  that  he  saw  a  bluebird  in  Concord  on  Sunday,  the  20th.  11:453. 
tir 

March  2,  1859 — The  bluebird  which  some  woodchopper  or  inspired  walk¬ 
er  is  said  to  have  seen  in  that  sunny  interval  between  the  snow-storms  is 
like  a  speck  of  clear  blue  sky  seen  near  the  end  of  a  storm,  reminding  us 
of  an  ethereal  region  and  a  heaven  which  we  had  forgotten.  Princes  and 
magistrates  are  often  styled  serene,  but  what  is  their  turbid  serenity  to 
that  ethereal  serenity  which  the  bluebird  embodies?  His  Most  Serene 
Birdship!  His  soft  warble  melts  in  the  ear,  as  the  snow  is  melting  in  the 
valleys  around.  The  bluebird  comes  and  with  his  warble  drills  the  ice  and 
sets  free  the  rivers  and  ponds  and  frozen  ground.  As  the  sand  flows  down 
the  slopes  a  little  way,  assuming  the  forms  of  foliage  where  the  frost 
comes  out  of  the  ground,  so  this  little  rill  of  melody  flows  a  short  way 
down  the  concave  of  the  sky.  12:5. 
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March  7, 1859— It  is  a  good  plan  to  go  to  some  old  orchard  on  the  south  side 
of  a  hill,  sit  down,  and  listen,  especially  in  the  morning  when  all  is  still.  You 
can  thus  often  hear  the  distant  warble  of  some  bluebird  lately  arrived, 
which,  if  you  had  been  walking,  would  not  have  been  audible  to  you.  12:21. 


March  7,  1859— There  are  few,  if  any,  so  coarse  and  insensible  that  they 
are  not  interested  to  hear  that  the  bluebird  has  come.  The  Irish  laborer  has 
learned  to  distinguish  him  and  report  his  arrival.  It  is  a  part  of  the  news  of 
the  season  to  the  lawyer  in  his  office  and  mechanic  in  his  shop,  as  well  as 
the  farmer.  One  will  remember,  perchance,  to  tell  you  that  he  saw  one  a 
week  ago  in  the  next  town  or  county.  Citizens  just  come  into  the  country  to 
live,  put  up  a  bluebird  box,  and  record  in  some  kind  of  journal  the  date  of 
the  first  arrival  observed, — though  it  may  be  rather  a  late  one.  The  farmer 
can  tell  you  when  he  saw  the  first  one,  if  you  ask  him  within  a  week.  12:21, 
22. 


March  10,  1859—6  A.M.— To  Hill.  And  already,  when  near  the  road,  I  hear 
the  warble  of  my  first  Concord  bluebird,  borne  to  me  from  the  hill  through 
the  still  morning  air,  and,  looking  up,  I  see  him  plainly,  though  so  far  away, 
a  dark  speck  in  the  top  of  a  walnut.  12:30. 

March  10,  1859— P.M.— The  bluebird  on  the  apple  tree,  warbling  so  inno¬ 
cently  to  inquire  if  any  of  its  mates  are  within  call,— the  angel  of  the  spring! 
Fair  and  innocent,  yet  the  offspring  of  the  earth.  The  color  of  the  sky  above 
and  of  the  subsoil  beneath.  Suggesting  what  sweet  and  innocent  melody 
(terrestrial  melody)  may  have  its  birthplace  between  the  sky  and  the  ground. 
12:34,  35. 

March  26,  1860— The  bluebird  may  be  seen  February  24,  as  in  ’50,  ’57,  and 
’60,  or  not  till  March  24,  as  in  ’56— say  twenty-eight  days.  13:234. 


February  27, 1861— It  is  very  pleasant  and  warm,  and  the  ground  is  bare.  As 
I  am  walking  down  the  Boston  road  under  the  hill  this  side  of  Clark’s,  it 
occurs  to  me  that  I  have  just  heard  the  twitter  of  a  bluebird.  (C.  heard  one 
the  26th.)  I  stop  and  listen  to  hear  it  again,  but  cannot  tell  whether  it  comes 
from  the  buttonwoods  high  over  my  head  or  from  the  lower  trees  on  the 
hilltop.  It  is  not  the  complete  bluebird  warble,  but  the  twitter  only,  l  am  not 
sure  but  it  is  a  caged  bird.  I  walk  that  way,  and  now  think  that  I  distinguish 
the  minstrel  in  a  black  speck  in  the  top  of  a  great  elm  on  the  Common. 
Messer  is  shingling  Clark’s  barn;  so,  to  make  sure,  I  cross  over  and  ask 
him  if  he  has  heard  a  bluebird  to-day,  and  he  says  he  has  several  times. 
When  I  get  to  the  elm  near  Minott’s  I  hear  one  warble  distinctly.  Miss 
Minott  and  Miss  Potter  have  both  died  within  a  fortnight  past,  and  the  cot¬ 
tage  on  the  hillside  seems  strangely  deserted;  but  the  first  bluebird  comes 
to  warble  there  as  usual.  Mother  hears  a  robin  today.  14:320,  321.  ■ 

Volume  4,  Number  1  27 


Ve-bsuLCViu  25 ,  /S59  -  bf,  the.  ivcuihle  qf.  the.  {.uiAt  blu.ebtnd doeA 
not  ihuiill  you.  -  know  that  the  monruny  and  the  Afjniny  of,  youjv 
LLfie  one  [jaAt* 


Sialia,  Winter  1982 


This  class  will  go  birding  at  different  places  in  the  Con- 
cord-Lincoln  area.  The  main  focus  will  be  identification 
of  birds  by  sight  and  sound,  but  we  will  watch  bird 
behavior  and,  as  time  allows,  identify  principal  plants  of 
the  habitat  and  note  how  birds  use  them  for  their  needs. 
One  day  will  be  a  special  trip  to  see  bluebirds.  The  pace 
will  be  leisurely  in  order  to  take  time  to  listen  and  ob¬ 
serve.  Birders  who  like  to  cover  a  lot  of  territory  and 
amass  a  long  list  of  species  would  probably  end  up 
gnashing  their  teeth.  Please  bring  binoculars.  Co-spon¬ 
sored  with  Concord-Carlisle  continuing  education. 

Time:  Five  Fridays,  8:30-1 1:00  a.m.,  starts  April  30  - 
Nature  Center 
Fee:  $20/M  -  $25/NM 


Scout  Peter  D.  Kimpton,  (center)  13,  of 
Dunstable,  Massachusetts,  a  member 
of  Troop  28,  became  an  Eagle  Scout  in 
a  ceremony  June  14,  1981.  He  repre¬ 
sents  the  third  consecutive  generation 
of  Kimptons  to  earn  Scouting’s  high¬ 
est  award.  His  father,  Scoutmaster 
David,  (right)  received  his  Eagle  in 
1957  and  his  grandfather,  George, 
(left)  achieved  the  honor  in  1927. 
Peter’s  major  service  project  was  in 
wildlife  conservation.  He  built,  in¬ 
stalled,  and  monitored  40  bluebird 
nesting  boxes  and  gave  slide  presen¬ 
tations  designed  to  generate  bluebird 
conservation.  NABS  member,  Lillian 
Lund  Files,  served  as  Peter’s  ad¬ 
viser.  At  his  awards  ceremony  she  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  a  copy  of  The  Blue¬ 
bird  by  Lawrence  Zeleny  and  a  letter  of 
appreciation  from  members  of  the 
Society. 


Photograph  by  George  Edmunds 
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A  BIRD  IN  HAND 
..falconer  Ralph  Kylloe  displays 
endangered  Peregrine  falcon 
at  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 


Nature  walks 

Chelmsford’s  Bill  Harris  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  will  lead  a 
"Bird  Walk”  seeking  eagles,  owls 
and  winter  birds  in  the  Plum  Is¬ 
land/Salisbury  area  on  Saturday 
(rain  date  Sunday).  Car  pooling 
takes  place  in  the  Caldor  upper 
parking  lot  at  Chelmsford’s  Drum 
Hill  shopping  center  at  8  a.m. 
sharp.  Bring  a  lunch.  For  further 
information,  call  256-2128. 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
meets  at  7:30  p.m.  every  third 
Wednesday  at  Tyngsboro’s  Little¬ 
field  Library  (near  Tyngsboro 
Bridge)  with  a  program  and  re¬ 
freshments.  All  are  invited.  Febru¬ 
ary’s  meeting  featured  Lexington 
falconer  Ralph  Kylloe  -  with  a 
live  Peregrine  falcon  (among  en¬ 
dangered  species)  -  speaking  on 
"Birds  of  Prey.”  For  further  in¬ 
formation,  call  251-8060  or  692- 
I  2520. 


almrggbtfrn 
0drietg 

TGBO-Potpourri  was  enjoyed  by 
[members  and  friends  of  the 
I  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  on 
[January  20.  This  was  a  program 
that  was  first  held  last  year  and 
was  so  much  enjoyed  that  it  was 
I  repea  ted  this  year,  delighting  all 
lonce  again.  Several  people  at¬ 
tending  the  meeting  brought  with 
I  them  slides  of  birds  and  other 
I  points  of  natural  interest,  and 
1  shared  bits  of  information  as  well. 
The  sharing  of  discoveries  and 
information  combine  with 
fascinating  programs  to  make  the 
Bird  Society  a  source  of  endless 
delight  for  both  the  novice  and 
experienced  naturalist. 

Lauren  Chaney  of  Dunstable 
brought  with  her  a  pet  pigeon  as 
well  as  slides  of  her  pet  crow  and 


nng  necked  dove,  and  visiting 
sparrow  hawk,  grackle  which  slept 
with  the  chickens,  cedar  w&xwings 
nesting  in  a  cedar  tree  (of  cour¬ 
se!).  Mrs.  Chaney’s  pet  pigeon  is 
well  known  to  Bird  Society 
regulars  as  the  surrogate  mother 
of  a  ringnecked  dove.  Wtien  it 
became  obvious  that  the  pigeon 
wanted  to  do  some  mothering,  and 
without  success  on  her  own,  Mrs. 
Chaney  obtained  a  ring  necked 
dove  egg  to  put  in  her  nest.  The 
mother  pigeon  raised  the  dove  as 
her  own,  and  both  still  reside  with 


May  and  Bill  Harris  of  Chelm¬ 
sford  brought  pictures  of  a  ring 
billed  gull  seen  at  Salt  Pond  in 
Falmouth,  a  short  eared  owl  ob¬ 
served  in  Salisbury,  a  Bullock’s 
oriole  seen  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  a 
long  eared  owl  at  Plum  Island,’  a 
snowy  owl  and  a  great  horned  owl 
both  seen  in  Carlisle.  The  Harrises 
highly  recommend  these  places  for 
birding,  as  well  as  Dunstable 
conservation  land. 

|  Other  slides  the  Harrises  shared 
were  of  a  screech  owl  which  was 
raised  in  the  house,  a  white 
chickadee,  pintail  duck,  puffin 
razor  bill  auk,  cliff  swallow  nest,’ 
and  upland  sandpiper  (plover). 

John  Bergholn  brought  with  him 
magnificent  slides  of  Glacier 
National  Park,  Crater  Lake,  Bryce 
Canyon  National  Park,  and  the 
I  Monterey  coastline. 

Joyce  Marinel  of  Tyngsborough 
[  shared  pictures  of  the  Poultry 
Club’s  exhibit  at  the  past  year’s  4- 
H  Fair  in  Westford,  as  well  as 
pictures  of  her  Canada  geese,  and 
several  varieties  of  ducks.  Mrs. 
Marinel  recommends  two  books, 
the  National  Wildlife  Federation’s 
Family  Album  and  Thornton 
Burgess’  Guide  to  the  Birds.  The 
latter  is  usually  thought  of  as  a 
children’s  book,  but  is  often  en¬ 
joyed  by  adults.  One  of  the  goals  of 
the  founders  of  the  Bird  Society  is 
to  instill  a  knowledge  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  birds  and  nature  in 
"u‘’iren. 


Lillian  Files  of  Westford 
reported  on  the  success  of  the  Save 
the  Bluebirds  Committee  last  year. 
She  will  be  speaking  on  bluebirds 
at  the  March  meeting  of  the 
yngsborough  Bird  Society. 

In  addition,  Mrs.  Files  brought 
slides  of  canoeing  on  the  Saco 
River  in  Pinkham  Notch,  Walden 
Pond  and  the  site  of  Thoreau’s 
cabin,  and  a  Swedish  Christmas 
bird  feeder.  The  latter  is  a 
tradition  to  place  a  sheaf  of  golden 
oats  tied  with  a  red  bow  on  a  pole  at 
Christmas  for  the  birds  to  enjoy.  It 
is  said  the  highest  pole  or  the 
highest  bird  count  in  the  area  are 
signs  of  the  best  local  crop. 

1  Mark  Wilson  and  a  friend,  Rick 
Boyer,  both  of  Tewksbury,  brought 
a  collection  of  beautiful  pictures  of 
birds  and  the  incredible  simplicity 
and  magnificence  found  in  nature. 

Mrs.  Reed  painted  a  ‘‘living 
picture”  in  the  mind  of  a  trip  to 
Mongrove  Swamp  in  Spain  to  see 
scarlet  ibis  and  great  carmen  egret 
in  the  evening  sunset.  Flocks  of 
these  flew  across  the  water  to  the 
same  tree  creating  what  Mrs.  Reed 
called  “a  live  Christmas  tree”. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Bird 
Society  on  February  17  will  feature 
Ralph  Kylloe  and  his  live  peregrin 
falcon. 


unusual  characteristics  and  habits.  (Photo  by  Mark  Wilson) 


On  the  average,  a  peregrine 
falcon  is  14  inches  in  length,  a  bit 
smaller  than  a  crow.  Falcons  can  be 
distinguished  by  their  long  pointed 
wings  and  long  tails.  A  peregine’s 
yellow  feet  and  sear  around  the  eyes 
means  it  receives  much  vitamin  A 
from  its  fresh  meat  diet.  In  addition 
to  meat,  the  falcon  eats  all  parts  of 

including 


the  animals  it  hunts 
bones  and  feathers.  They  cannot  lift 
anything  which  weighs  more  than 
half  their  own  body  weight. 

Mr.  Kylloe  pulled  from  his 
pocket  a  snack  of  pigeon  legs  for 
Duchess 


The  program  tor  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society’s 
February  meeting. was  both  a  repeat 
from  last  year,  and  a  postponement 
of  the  September  meeting. 

Mr.  Kylloe  has  been  a  licensed 
falconer  for  eleven  years,  and  has 
membership  in  American  Falconer, 
Mass.  Falconry  and  Hawk  Trust, 
National  Audubon  Society,  and 
Hawk  Migration  Association  of 
North  America.  He  is  a  professor  at 
Boston  University  and  has  written 
extensively  on  birds  of  prey.  To 
listen  to  him  speak  is  a  treat  for  any 
ornithologist  as  Mr.  Kylloe  is  ex¬ 
tremely  knowledgeable  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  to  say  the  least,  and  is  certainly 
enthusiastic.  Duchess,  the  six  year 
old  female  pereginC  falcon  accom¬ 
panying  Kylloe,  was  loaned  to  him 
for  this  occasion  by  an  associate 
who  lives  in  Carlisle. 

Falcons  are  trained  by  behavior 
modification  methods  which 
employ  a  reward  system  and  no 
punishment.  They  are  flown  every¬ 
day  for  approximately  one  hour, 
usually  wearing  a  small  radio 
transmitter.  How  does  one  en¬ 
courage  a  falcon  to  return?  Nor¬ 
mally  a  lure  of  soft  leather  with 
meat  attached  is  used.  Duck  or 
pheasant  meat  is  utilized  when  the 
falcon  is  hunting. 

Mr.  Kylloe  is  the  first  to  admit 
falconry  is  not  for  everyone.  In 
fact,  he  doesn’t  recommend  it.  One 
must  possess  an  extraordinary  in¬ 
terest  and  knowledge  in  birds  of 
prey  to  do  so. 


She  impressed  everyone 
with  her  delicate  bites,  even  though 
she  proved  to  a  rather  sloppy  eater. 

Peregrines  have  a  28-day  gesta¬ 
tion  period,  and  leave  the  nest 
within  six  weeks  of  hatching.  Up  to 
five  eggs  are  laid,  with  most  hat¬ 
ching,  but  only  one  or  two  survive, 
ilf  a  falcon  survives  its  first  year,  it 
can  live  up  to  fifteen  years. 

Falcons  migrate  to  Florida  or 
Texas,  some  as  far  south  as  South 
I.America.  Each  returns  to  reclaim 
the  same  territory  in  the  North; 
some  use  the  nest  of  the  year 
before.  '  « 

Each  bird  has  its  own  niche  so 
that  the  ecology  in  an  area  is  filled. 
The  ecology  is  disturbed  when 
humans  come  along,  unfortunately. 
An  example  of  such  a  disturbance  is 
use  of  DDT,  which  has  presented 
serious  ecological  problems  to  birds 
and  other  animals,  including 
humans.  DDT  residues  have  been 
found  in  polar  bears  in  the  Artie 
areas,  proving  the  problem  has  far- 
reaching  results.  Even  though  DDT 
has  been  banned  here  because  of  its 


Rjnphirris’’  hv  Lillian  Tiles  as  the 
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Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  Bird 
Walk  Feb.  27 

TGBO-Bill  Harris  of  Chelmsford  is 
conducting  a  bird  walk  in  the  Plum 
Island,  Salisbury  area  on  Saturday, 
February  27.  (Raindate:  Feb.  28). 
Eagles,  Owls  and  winter  birds  are 
now  in  the  area.  Car  Pooling  at 
Caldor’s  upper  parking  lot  at 
Drumhill.  Leaving  from  lot  at  8 
a.m.  sharp.  Bring  a  bag  lunch.  For 
[  further  information,  call  256-2 
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CAPE  COD  BIRD  CLUB 


Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natural  History 


RR  1  Rt.  6A,  Brewster  Mass.  02631 


February  12 ,  1982 


Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro ,  Mass .  01879 

Dear  Mrs.  Files: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  coming  down  to  the  Cape  to  present  your  program 
on  the  bluebirds.  The  members  of  the  club  found  it  very  interesting  and 
informative.  Your  enthusiasm  was  certainly  infectious  and  I  know  a  number 
of  people  are  already  making  plans  for  putting  up  bluebird  houses .on  their 
property,  myself  included. 

The  bluebirds  are  lucky  to  have  someone  like  you  to  plead  their  cause. 


Sincerely, 


oAA  j>  - 


Diane  Reynolds 
Program  Chairman 


THE  CAPE  COD  MUSEUM 
OF  NATURAL  HISTORY 

R  R  1  RTE.  6A 

BREWSTER,  AAA  02631 


MHETINCS  Jan.  &  Feb.  meetings  are  at  2:0 0  PM  at  Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natural  History 
on  Rte.  6a  in  Brewster.  Please  note  change  in  time. 

Jan.  11  -  Judy  Harmon  -  "Antique  Decoys  as  Art  -  i860  to  the  Present".  Judy  and 
her  husband  are  collectors  and  dealers  here  on  the  Cape. 

/Feb.  8  -  Lil  Files  -  "Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds",  a  slide  lecture  on  the  plight 

V  of  the  bluebird.  Lil  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 

North  American  Bluebird  Society. 


North  American  Bluebird  Society 

Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  Maryland 
20906-0295 


Founder 

Larry  Zeleny 

President 

Jeanne  W.  Price 

Vice  President 

Martha  Chestem 
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Treasurer 

Delos  C.  Dupree 

Recording  Secretary 

Anne  Sturm 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Mark  Raabe 

Director's 

Roger  Jones 
Paul  Jung 

Col.  W.R.  Robertson,  Jr. 
Robert  M.  Schutsky 
Thomas  M.  Tait 
Richard  M.  Tuttle 
Angeline  S.  Cromack 
Lillian  Lund  Files 
Gerald  L.  Hartley 
George  A.  Hurst 
Bryan  R.  Shantz 
Joseph  G.  Tait 

Executive  Director 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Winter  1982 
To  the  Editor* 

Enclosed  is  a  press  release  regarding  the  status  of  a 
native  American  bird  -  the  bluebird  -  which  is  exper¬ 
iencing  some  hard  times  these  dayse  Besides  being 
greatly  reduced  in  numbers  previously  due  to  many 
factors,  the  hard  winter  we  have  had  is  certain  to  be 
fatal  to  many  birds.  So,  their  need  for  human  help  is 
acute . 

If  you  would  print  the  enclosed  press  release  and 
photograph  people  in  your  area  would  become  informed 
of  the  bird's  needs.  They  could  then  take  action  as 
time  and  ability  permit. 

Thank  you  for  helping  to  spread  the  important  story  of 
our  beautiful  "Bluebirds  of  Happiness". 


Editor  Cordially, 

Joanne  K.  Solem 


Chairman, 

Research  Committee 

Robert  M.  Schutsky  Mary  D.  Janetatos 

Executive  Director,  NABS 

Chairman, 

Education  Committee 

Richard  M.  Tuttle 
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HELP  BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS  TO  NEW  ENGLAND 

How  many  of  us  here  in  New  England  have  seen  a  bluebird  recently?  The 
bluebird  is  one  of  the  best-loved  of  all  our  songbirds,  but  few  get  to  see 
one.  Yet  50  years  ago,  bluebirds  were  among  the  commonest  songbirds.  In 
colonial  times  they  were  often  called  the  "blue  robin”  and  were  the  first 
sign  of  spring.  They  have  probably  been  mentioned  more  often  in  songs  and 
poems  than  any  other  bird.  We  celebrate  this  beautiful  bird  as  a  symbol  of 
love,  hope  and  happiness.  A  most  quoted  description  of  the  bluebirds  comes 
from  Thoreau’s  pen:  "It  carries  the  sky  on  its  back  and  earth  on  its  breast". 

Bluebirds  are  in  jeopardy  primarily  because  they  cannot  find  enough 
places  to  breed  successfully.  They  are  among  our  relatively  few  cavity¬ 
nesting  birds,  birds  that  insist  on  nesting  in  either  natural  or  artificial 
enclosures.  Dead  trees  and  wooden  fence  posts  that  provided  nesting  cavities 
in  earlier  times  are  disappearing.  Habitat  of  open  field  and  orchards  so 
conducive  to  bluebird  nesting  territory  is  shrinking  rapidly  or  has  been 
soiled  by  the  injudicious  use  of  pesticides.  Bluebirds  must  also  compete 
for  nesting  sites  with  the  imported  house  sparrows  and  starlings.  These  alien 
birds  have  overrun  the  continent  and  are  far  more  aggressive  than  bluebirds. 
They  have  taken  most  of  the  natural  cavities  which  bluebirds  use.  These 
problems  have  reduced  the  bluebird  population  by  as  much  as  90  percent. 

Fortunately,  we  have  the  ability  to  reverse  this  alarming  trend. 

-m 

We  know  we  can  help  the  bluebirds  by  providing  them  with  properly  made 
nesting  cavities.  Nesting  boxes  with  the  proper  lj  inch  hole  makes  a  blue¬ 
bird  box  starling-proof.  There  is  even  some  evidence  that  house  sparrows  may 
be  less  inclined  to  nest  in  the  box  if  it  is  mounted  at  a  low  elevation 
(but  not  less  than  three  feet).  Wooden  or  metal  fence  posts  provide 
excellent  backings.  These  boxes  in  effect  replace  natural  cavities  now  lost. 


If  it  weren't  for  the  efforts  of  a  growing  group  of  bluebird  lovers,  these 


birds  would  be  in  danger  of  disappearing  from  the  earth  altogether.  A  hand¬ 
ful  of  concerned  people  in  1973  banded  together  into  a  non-profit  educational 
and  research  group  called  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  This  organization 
is  conspiring  to  give  this  beautiful  bird  some  much  needed  assistance  in  staying 
alive.  The  founder  of  this  organization  is  Dr.  Lawrence  Zelany,  author  of 
"The  31uebird"  an  inspiring  book  on  bluebird  protection.  Through  their 
determined  efforts  the  bluebird  population  has  been  on  the  increase.  Persons 
interested  in  helping  the  bluebird  may  write  for  their  brochure  with  complete 
information  on  two  nesting  box  plans  and  for  those  who  cannot  make  up  their 
own  boxes,  the  society  offers  several  types  of  bluebird  boxes  for  sale  at 
nominal  cost.  The  Society  also  puts  out  a  quarterly  journal,  "Sialia",  which 
addresses  many  issues  concerning  the  bluebird.  To  obtain  the  above  informa¬ 
tion,  send  a  self-addressed  long  envelope  with  50  cents  to  the  North  American 

I  I 

Bluebird  Society,  P.0.  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring,  Maryland  20906. 

Pictured  monitoring  a  nesting  box  on  her  bluebird  trail  is  Lillian  Lund 
Files  a  board  member  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  in  the  New 
England  area.  She  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  own  property  fbr  over  30  years  in 
Tyngsboro,  Mass,  which  is  very  unusual  in  this  area.  While  president  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  she  helped  start  a  Save  the  Bluebird  Committee  in  the 
society  who  now  have  542  boxes  on  their  bluebird  trail.  She  has  given  many 
lecture  slide  programs  throughout  New  England  and  anyone  interested  in  a 
bluebird  program  or  needs  help,  may  contact  Lil  by  writing  to  Scribner  Hill, 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879  or  phoning  (617)  692-2520. 

by  Lillian  Lu.nl  Jile/L 
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He/p  bring  back  the  Bluebirds  to  New  England 


[Lexington  Minute  Man,  Bedford  Minute  Man,  Burlington  Times-Union,  Billerica  Minute  Man,  The  Concord  Journal,  The  Chelmsford  Independent! 

Bluebirds 
in  jeopardy 

How  many  people  in  New  England  have 
seen  a  bluebird  recently?  The  bluebird  is  one 
of  the  best-loved  songbirds,  but  few  get  to  see 
one. 

Yet  50  years  ago,  bluebirds  were  among  the 
most  common  songbirds.  In  colonial  times 
they  were  often  called  the  “blue  robin”  and 
were  the  first  sign  of  spring. 

They  have  probably  been  mentioned  more 
often  in  songs  and  poems  than  any  other  bird. 

We  celebrate  this  bird  as  a  symbol  of  love, 
hope  and  happiness. 

A  most  quoted  description  of  the  bluebirds 
comes  from  Thoreau’s  pen:  “It  carries  the  sky 
on  its  back  and  earth  on  its  breast.” 

Bluebirds  seem  in  jeopardy  primarily  be- 
cuase  they  cannot  find  enough  places  to  breed 
successfully.  They  are  among  the  relatively 
few  cavity-nesting  birds,  birds  that  insist  on 
nesting  in  either  natural  or  artificial  enclo¬ 
sures. 

Dead  trees  and  wooden  fence  posts  that  pro¬ 
vided  nesting  cavities  in  earlier  times  are  dis¬ 
appearing.  Habitat  of  open  field  and  orchards 
so  conduive  to  bluebird  nesting  territory  is 
shrinking  rapidy  or  has  been  soiled  by  the  in¬ 
judicious  use  of  pesticides. 

Bluebirds  must  also  compete  for  nesting 
sites  with  the  imported  house  sparrows  and 
starlings.  These  alien  birds  have  overrun  the 
continent  and  are  for  more  aggresive  than 
bluebirds.  They  have  taken  most  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  cavities  which  bluebirds  use.  These  prob¬ 
lems  have  reduced  the  bluebird  population  by 
as  much  as  90  percent. 

However,  people  have  the  ability  to  reverse 
this  trend.  They  know  they  can  help  the  blue¬ 
birds  by  providing  them  with  properly-made 
nesting  cavities. 

Nesting  boxes  with  the  proper  1  V2-inch  hole 
makes  a  bluebird  box  starling-proof.  There  is 
even  some  evidence  that  house  sparrows  may 
be  less  inclined  to  nest  in  the  box  if  is  is 
mounted  at  a  low  elevation  (but  not  less  than 
three  feet). 

Wooden  or  metal  fence  posts  provide  excel¬ 
lent  backings.  These  boxes  replace  natural 
cavities  now  lost. 


Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  a  board  member  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  of  New  England,  monitors  a  nesting  box  on  her  blue*  | 
bird  trail  on  Rte.  2A. 


Locally,  Lillian  Lund  Files  of 
Tyngsboro  is  a  board  member  of 
the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  of  New  England.  She  has 
had  bluebirds  on  her  property  for 
more  than  30  years  in  Tyngs¬ 
boro,  which  is  very  unusual  for 
this  area. 

While  president  of  the  Tyngs¬ 
boro  Bird  Society,  she  helped 
start  a  Save  the  Bluebird  Com¬ 
mittee  in  the  society  which  now 
has  542  boxes  on  their  bluebird 
trail. 

Files  has  given  many  lecture 
slide  programs  throughout  New 
England  and  anyone  interested 
in  a  bluebird  program  or  needs 
help,  may  contact  her  by  writing 
to  Scriber  Hill,  Tyngsboro, 
01879  or  phoning  692-2520. 


Files  points  out  that  if  it  were¬ 
n’t  for  the  efforts  of  a  growing 
group  of  bluebird  lovers,  these 
birds  might  be  in  danger  or  dis¬ 
appearing  from  the  earth  alto¬ 
gether.  A  handful  of  concerned 
people  in  1978  banded  together 
into  a  non-profit  educational  and 
research  group  called  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society. 

Persons  interested  in  helping 
the  bluebird  may  write  for  its 
brochure  with  complete  informa¬ 
tion  on  two  nesting  box  plans. 
For  those  who  cannot  make  up 
their  own  boxes,  the  society  of¬ 
fers  several  types  of  bluebird 
boxes  for  sale  at  nominal  cost. 

Information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  North  American  Blue¬ 
bird  Society,  P.O.  Box  6295,  Sil¬ 
ver  Spring,  Md.  20906. 
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Bird  Society 

The  next  meeting  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will  be 
on  March  17  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Lit¬ 
tlefield  Library.  The  program  will  be 
“Bring  back  the  Bluebirds”  by 
Lilian  Files  of  Westford.  The  public 
is  invited  to  attend. 


On  bluebirds 


TGBO  “BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS” 

a  nice  meal  for  one  of  the  nestlings  in  the  box 
in  Tyngsboro.  (Photo  by  William  Condry) 


.  This  is  a  male  bluebird  wit! 
located  on  Lil  Files  property! 


’’Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds”  is 
the  topic  of  a  slide  show  and  talk  by 
Tyngsboro  bluebird  expert  Lillian 
Files  at  the  7:30  p.m.  Wednesday 
meeting  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Soci¬ 
ety  at  Littlefield  Library,  Wins¬ 
low  Road,  Tyngsboro.  Files  will  ex¬ 
plain  their  drastic  decline  and  re¬ 
veal  what  can  be  done,  as  by  the 
Save  the  Bluebird  Committee,  to 
bring  them  back  to  this  part  of  New 
England.  Refreshments  will  be 
served.  Admission’s  free. 


“Bluebirds”  At 
Bird  Society’s 
Mar.  17  Meeting 


Donna  Blatt  of  152  Newton  st.,  Weston  would  like  I 
f  ,  residents  of  Wayland,  Weston  and  Sudbury  to  share' 

Birds,  birds .  birds  •  .  •  their  bird  observations  with  her.  She  can  be 
*  *  reached  on  Sundays  between  6:30  and  8:30  p.m.  at 

893-2052. 


Bluebirds’  house  hunting 


TGBO-A  one-hour  lecture  slide 
program  about  the  Bluebirds’  plight 
by  Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  Board 
Member  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  in  the  New  England 
area,  will  be  presented  at  the  March 
17  meeting  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Littlefield 
Library,  Tyngsboro.  The  public  is 
cordially  invited.  Lil  has  had 
bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over  30 
years  in  Tyngsboro.  She  helped  start 
a  “Save  the  Bluebird  Committee”  in 


the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  They 
have  an  extensive  bluebird  trail 
which  is  a  great  conservation  pro¬ 
ject. 

Program  will  explain  the  Bluebird 
dilemma  showing  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society’s  slides 
followed  up  by  Lil’s  own  slides 
showing  what  is  being  done  locally. 
Nesting  box  designs  will  be  shown, 
plus  books,  magazine  articles,  and 
bluebird  brochures  will  be  available. 

Refreshments  will  be  served. 
Public  invited. 


By  DONNA  O’CONNELL  BLATT 

Not  only  the  red-wings,  grackles,  and 
wintering  robins  dare  to  migrate  north  at  this 
time  of  year.  The  eastern  bluebird,  a  brave 
and  dear  survivor  which  to  many  is  now  only 
a  memory,  wends  its  way  northward,  looking 
with  little  chance  of  success  for  a  suitable 
nesting  site. 

The  history  of  the  non-cyclical  population 
decline  of  the  “blue  robbin”  (so-called  in  col¬ 
onial  times  because  like  the  robin  it’s  a 
member  of  the  thrush  family  and  also  has  a 
reddish  breast)  makes  for  a  cruel  story. 

Around  the  turn  of  the  century  the  house 
sparrows  and  then  the  starlings  were  im¬ 
ported  to  this  country.  Both  cavity  nesters 
like  the  bluebird,  these  aggressive  and  pro¬ 
lific  birds  drove  the  bluebirds  from  their  es¬ 
sential  nesting  sites  of  tree  stumps,  fence 
posts,  and  modern  society’s  disappearing 
phenomena,  dead  trees. 

Natural  habitat  like  open  fields  and  or¬ 
chards  continued  to  shrink,  and  raccoon  pre¬ 
dation  increased.  Added  to  this,  their  di¬ 
minished  and  traumatized  numbers  have 
been  subjected  to  several  harsh  winters,  and 
the  result  is  a  bluebird  population  reduced  by 
90  percent.  The  bluebird  is  no  longer  “the 
bird  of  happiness.”  It  is  on  the  conser¬ 
vationist’s  Blue  List  and  is  in  a  sad  and  sorry 
state. 

Breeding  sites 

A  comeback  depends  on  their  remaining 
members  finding  places  to  breed  suc¬ 
cessfully.  How  about  our  hanging  out  some 
vacancy  signs?  Construction  of  wooden 
boxes  is  pretty  simple,  4 Vfe  inches  square  by 
11  inches  high,  with  a  sloping  roof,  a  1%-inch 
diameter  hole  (size  is  crucial)  on  the  front 
eight  inches  from  the  bottom,  vent  holes  on 
the  sides,  drainage  holes  in  the  bottom,  and 
one  side  that  can  be  opened  so  that  box  can  be 
sweDt  free  of  nesting  attenmts  bv  rival  birds. 


Bluebird  nests  need  to  be  out  in  the  open, 
and  this  might  discourage  chickadees, 
wrens,  titmice,  and  nuthatches,  which  like 
nests  in  sheltered  or  brushy  areas.  The  1  Vi- 
inch  hole  is  too  small  for  starlings.  Locating 
the  box  as  low  as  three  feet  might  discourage 
house  sparrows,  which  like  to  nest  up  high. 
Proximity  to  a  perching  area  high  above  the 
nest  makes  for  a  choice  location. 

Bluebirds  are  territorial;  if  there’s  more 
than  one  box  they  should  be  100  yards  apart. 
Daily  monitoring  to  keep  free  of  house 
sparrows  should  be  done  until  the  end  of  May. 


!  Can  it  make  a  difference?  Last  spring  in 
Lynn  a  15-year-old  boy,  trying  for  his  Eagle 
Scout  badge,  put  up  a  “bluebird  trail,”  40 
boxes  in  all,  on  golf  courses,  in  the  middle  of 
lawns,  and  in  fields.  Ordinarily  returns  take 
three  to  six  years.  He  got  three  nesting  pairs 
the  first  year.  Wouldn’t  it  be  exciting  if  in  our 
three-town  area  we  set  up  a  bluebird  trail 
that  hosted  two  or  three  bluebird  pairs  in  the 
next  few  years?  “Somewhere  over  the  rain¬ 
bow”  and  over  our  gardens  “bluebirds  fly.” 
Why  then  not  give  this  a  good  old-fashioned 
try? 

For  more  detailed  information,  including 
bluebird  boxes,  write  to  Lillian  Lund  (of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society),  Scribner 
Hill,  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879  or  phone  (617) 
692-2250. 
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Looking  for  bluebirds  of  happiness 


How  many  of  us  here  in  New 
England  have  seen  a  bluebird 
recently?  The  bluebird  is  one  of  the 
best-loved  of  all  our  songbirds,  but 
few  get  to  see  one.  Yet  50  years  ago, 
bluebirds  were  among  the  com¬ 
monest  songbirds.  In  colonial  times 
they  were  often  called  the  “blue 
robin”  and  were  the  first  sign  of 
spring.  They  have  probably  been 
mentioned  more  often  in  songs  and 
poems  than  any  other  bird.  We 
celebrate  this  beautiful  bird  as  a 
symbol  of  love,  hope  and  happiness. 
A  most  quoted  description  of  the 
bluebirds  comes  from  Thoreau’s 
pen‘  “It  carries  the  sky  on  its  back 
and  earth  on  its  breast.” 

Bluebirds  are  in  jeopardy 
primarily  because  they  cannot  find 
enough  places  to  breed  successfully. 
They  are  among  our  relatively  few 
cavity-nesting  birds,  birds  that 
insist  on  nesting  in  either  natural  or 
artificial  enclosures.  Dead  trees  and 
wooden  fence  posts  that  provided 
nesting  cavities  in  earlier  times  are 
disappearing.  Habitat  of  open  field 
and  orchards  so  conducive  to 
bluebird  nesting  territory  is 
shrinking  rapidly  or  has  been  soiled 
by  the  injudicious  use  of  pesticides. 
Bluebirds  must  also  compete  for 
nesting  sites  with  the  important 
house  sparrows  and  starlings.  These 
alien  birrds  have  overrun  the  con¬ 
tinent  and  are  far  more  aggressive 
than  bluebirds.  They  have  taken 
most  of  the  natural  cavities  which 
bluebirds  use.  These  problems  have 
reduced  the  bluebird  population  by 
as  much  as  90  percent. 

Fortunately,  we  have  the  ability  to 
reverse  this  alarming  trend.  We 
know  we  can  help  the  bluebirds  by 
providing  them  with  properly  made 
nesting  ccavities.  Nesting  boxes 
with  the  proper  IV2  inch  hole  makes 
a  bluebird  box  starling-proof.  There 
is  even  some  evidence  that  house 
sparrows  may  be  less  inclined  to 
nest  in  the  box  if  it  is  mounted  at  a 
low  elevation  (but  not  less  than  three 
feet).  Wooden  or  metal  fence  posts 
provice  excellent  backings.  These 


boxes  in  effect  replace  cavities  now 
lost. 

If  it  weren’t  for  the  efforts  of  a 
growing  group  of  bluebird  lovers, 
these  birds  could  be  in  danger  of 
disappearing  from  the  earth 
altogether.  A  handful  of  concerned 
people  in  1978  banded  together  into  a 
non-profit  educational  and  research 
group  called  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society.  This  organization 
is  conspiring  to  give  this  beautiuful 
bird  some  much  needed  assistance 
in  staying  alive.  The  founder  of  this 
organization  is  Dr.  Lawrence 
Zelanny,  author  of  “The  Bluebird” 
an  inspiring  book  on  bluebird 
protection.  Through  their  deter¬ 
mined  efforts  the  bluebird 
population  has  been  on  the  increase. 
Persons  interested  in  helping  the 
bluebird  may  write  for  their 
brochure  with  complete  information 
on  two  meeting  box  plans  and  for 
those  who  cannot  make  up  their  own 
boxes,  the  society  offers  several 
types  of  bluebird  boxes  for  sale  at 
nominal  cost.  The  Society  also  puts 


out  a  quarterly  journal,  “Sialia”,  i 
which  addresses  many  issues  j 
concerning  the  bluebird.  To  obtain 
the  above  information,  send  a  self- 
addressed  long  envelope  with  50 1 
cents  to  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  P.O.  Box  6295, 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland  20906. 

Pictured  monitoring  a  nesting  box 
on  her  bluebird  trail  is  LLillian  Lund 
Files  a  board  member  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  in  the) 
New  England  area.  She  has  had 
bluebirds  on  her  own  property  for) 
over  30  years  in  Tyngsboro,  Mass, 
which  is  wery  unusual  in  this  area. 
While  president  of  the  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society,  she  helped  start  a  Save 
the  Bluebird  Committee  in  the 
society  who  now  have  542  boxes  on 
their  bluebird  trail.  She  has  given 
many  lecture  slide  programs 
throughout  New  England  and 
anyone  interested  in  a  bluebird 
program  or  needs  help,  may  contact 
Lil  by  writing  to  Scribner  Hill, 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879  or  phoning 
(617)  692-2520. 
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Building  birdhouses  from  hollowed-out  logs, 
Laurence  Satvyer  believes  in  natural  design 


By  MERRY  LYNN  STARLING 

_  *- 


“My  father  quit  school  in 
the  sixth  grade  to  study 
birds,  and  since  he  had  no 
money  to  make  it  in  New 
York,  or  no  family  influence 
to  make  it  in  Boston,  he 
went  West,”  laughed  Laur- 
ance 

Sawyeri  father  is 

the  late  Edmund  Joseph 
Sawyer,  the  renowned  natu¬ 
ralist  and  artist. 

From  his  father’s  vivid  in¬ 
terest  in  birds,  Mr.  Sawyer 
learned  all  about  the  kinds 
of  birds,  their  habits,  their 
shapes,  their  colors,  and  of 
course,  their  habitats. 

And  today,  in  “bird  cir¬ 
cles”  Laurence  Sawyer  is 
well-known  as  “the  bird- 
house  builder.” 

“When  I  was  about  six  or 
seven,”  Mr.  Sawyer  ex¬ 
plained  at  his  home  in  Ring- 
gold,  “my  father  gave  us  a 
birdhouse,  and  we  were  al¬ 
ways  interested  in  birds,  stu¬ 
dying  them,  looking  at  them, 
watching  them  at  the  bird- 
house.  My  father  wrote 
many  books  on  birdhouses 
and  design  —  though  he  nev¬ 
er  made  any  money  from 
them  —  and  in  one  of  these 
books,  his  pictures  showed 
what  he  thought  was  the 
best  man-made  birdhouse  — 
a  hollowed  out  log. 

“I  got  interested  in  bird- 
house  design  —  I’ve  always 
been  interested  in  mechan¬ 
ics  —  and  I  made  a  few 
houses  from  wood  limbs.  I 
was  always  trying  to  do  it 
faster,  better  and  more  at-, 
tractive.  So  when  I  retired 
in  1974  —  I  was  63  —  I  de¬ 
cided  to  do  something  I 
liked  to  do  and  something 
that  I’d  always  wanted  to 
do.  I  had  in  mind  a  machine 
to  hollow  out  the  birdhouses, 
and  I  began  working  to  per¬ 
fect  it. 


“As  I  continued  to  work 
on  logs,  the  thought  came  to 
mje  that  a  smaller  saw 
might,  work,  so  I  rigged  up  a 
five-inch  saw  blade  with  a 
washing  machine  motor.  It 
took  half  an  hour  to  saw  out 
the  middle  and  I  nearly 
burned  the  motor  up!” 

Perfecting  his  saw  to  just 
the  right  dimensions,  Mr. 
Sawyer  called  it  a  “Wood¬ 
pecker  Lathe”  since  it  does 
the  work  a  woodpecker 
does.” 

Immensely  popular  with 
birds  of  all  kinds,  Mr.  Saw¬ 
yer’s  hbuses  have  entrances 
'  drilled  to  exacting  specifica¬ 
tions  to  allow  only  certain 
species  to  fit  into  the  nest. 
With  these  modifications, 
wren  houses  have  1  V4-inch 
entrances  while  tree  swal¬ 
lows  have  a  doorway  just  a 
tiny  bit  larger. 

With  tapered  bottoms  and 
removable  roofs,  the  bir¬ 
dhouses  fit  smoothly  on  met¬ 
al  poles  and  offer  residents 
maximum  protection  from 
predators. 

Knowledgable  in  bird  lore, 
Mr.  Sawyer  remembers  the 
legacy  his  father  passed  on 
to  his  family  —  that  of  an 
immense  love  for  birds. 

“After  my  father  went 
West  to  study  birds,”  Mr. 
Sawyer  explained,  “he  was 
appointed  the  ‘Yellowstone 
Naturalist’,  After  he  came 
back  East,  he  served  as  the 
New  York  State  Field  Or- 
nolhologist  ft  was  during 
that  time  that  he  painted  a 
stunning  mural  depicting  the 
passenger  pigeons. 

“That  mural  was  beauti¬ 
ful,”  Mr.  Sawyer  remem¬ 
bered.  “The  passenger  pi¬ 
geons  became  extinct  in  J 
1914,  and  my  father  was 
writing  a  book  ..pa  this  when 
he  died.  The  mitral  hung  in 


an  Ohio  post  office  and  was 
later  transported  to  a  fed¬ 
eral  art  museum,  and  since 
then  we’ve  lost  track  of  it,” 
Mr.  Sawyer  said. 

“Birds  were  the  main 
point  of  my  father’s  life,  and 
the  whole  family  learned  to 
love  birds  as  well.  We  would 
sit  and  watch  the  bluebirds 
and  the  robins  at  our  bird- 
house.  You!ve  probably  seen 
one  of  the  paintings  my  fa¬ 
ther  did  for  the  National  Au¬ 
dubon  Society  of  a  robin 
singing  in  the  apple  blos¬ 
soms...” 

From  all  his  work  with 
bird  paintings  —  having 
painted  several  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Audubon  colorplates 
—  the  late  Mr.  Sawyer  has 
been  called  “Dean  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Bird  Artists.” 

“My  philosophy  has  al¬ 
ways  been  that  when  we  are 
engaged  in  any  worthwhile 
occupation  we  have  more 
than  human  help,”  said  Mr. 
Sawyer  of  his  work  with  bir¬ 
dhouses.  “We’ve  sold  bir¬ 
dhouses  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  the  houses  are  of 
a  natural  design,  so  they  are 
superior  to  other  man-made 
houses.”  One  ornothologist 
has  said  that  Mr.  Sawyer’s 
designs  will  revolutionize 
the  birdhouse  industry,  and 
his  effect  is  already  showing 
on  the  market  as  birdhouse 
designs  are  going  more  and 
more  “natural.” 

Making  birdhouses  from 
cedar,  black  cherry,  mimosa 
and  oak,  Mr.  Sawyer  gets 
wood  from  all  over  the 
country  from  friends  and 
customers  and  said  he  pre¬ 
fers  green  wood  with  a  firm. 


SAD  STORY  on  ABOVE  MASSACHUSETTS*  BLUEBIRDS 


1982  looked  like  a  promising  year  for  bluebirds  in  Massachusetts. 

On  March  19th  bluebirds  came  into  my  area.  Due  to  a  cold  rainy 
and  windy  spring  they  weren*t  too  anxious  to  nest  right  away.  But 
just  when  they  started  to  show  s ome  interest  in  the  nesting  boxes, 
we  had  a  blizzard  on  April  6th  and  7th  dumping  20”  of  snow  plus 
three  more  days  of  50  mph  winds  which  brought  the  wind-chill  factor 
way  down  to  very  low  temperatures. 

Immediately  after  the  storm  I  went  out  on  my  skiis  to  hang  up  sumac 
branches  around  nesting  boxes  besides  putting  a  tablespoonful  of 
canned  dog  food,  raisens  and  do-nut  crumbs  in  each  box. 

I  dreaded  what  I  night  find  and  my  fears  were  well-f ounded.  On  my 
trail  I  picked  up  17  dead  bluebirds,  19  robins,  6.  mourning  doves 
and  2  flickers.  One  feels  so  helpless  and  frustrated  finding  this 
kind  of  disater. 


Cut  of  the  17  bluebirds  6  were  in  fairly  good  condition  to  mount. 
Had  a  pair  mounted  for  displaying  at  my  lectures.  Gave  a  pair  to 
the'  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  another  pair  to  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Audubon  Society. 

Lil  Piles 
Tyngsboro,  Mass. 


Blue  Birds 
Return  To 
Tyngsboro 

TGBO-To  celebrate  Bluebird 
Month  and  continue  the  work  of 
the  “Save  the  Bluebird 
Committee,”  the  Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society  invited  past  President 
Lilian  Files  to  be  guest  speaker  at 
their  March  meeting.  Mrs.  Files  is 
well-known  for  her  work  in 
bluebird  conservation.  She  is  a 
board  member  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  and  as 
a  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
member  she  founded  the  Save  the 
Bluebird  Comm.  Her  lecture-slide 
programs  entitled  “Bring  Back  the 
Bluebird”  was  the  evening’s  fare, 
and  is  available  to  other  organiza¬ 
tions  by  contacting  Lil  Files  at  her 
Scribner  Hill,  Tyngsborough, 
home.  Her  enthusiasm  for  this  pro¬ 
ject  is  infectious. 

The  eastern  bluebird  was  in  abun¬ 
dance  in  this  area  as  recently  as  fifty 
years  ago,  however,  its  numbers 
have  declined  making  it  rare  in 
Massachusetts.  When  Mrs.  Files 
asked  the  large  group  of  both  new 
and  familiar  faces  at  the  meeting 
how  many  had  seen  a  bluebird  in 
this  area,  none  responded. 

In  earlier  days  the  bluebird  was 
known  as  the  “blue  robin”  and 
heralded  as  a  sign  of  spring’s  ar¬ 
rival.  Henry  David  Thoreau,  Mrs. 
Files  quoted  as  saying,  “The 
bluebird  carries  the  sky  on  its  back 
and  the  earth  on  its  breast,”  as  the 
bluebird  has  a  sky  blue  back  and 
red-dish-earth  breast  which  are 
most  brilliant  in  early  Spring.  A 
gentle  bird,  it  is  celebrated  as  the 
“Bluebird  of  Happiness,”  a  symbol 
of  love,  hope,  and  happiness.  But 
where  have  all  the  bluebirds  gone? 

The  lack  of  nesting  places  for 
breeding  is  the  bane  of  the  bluebird. 
It  is  among  the  few  birds  which  in¬ 
sist  on  cavity  nesting  spots  such  as 
wooden  fenceposts  and  dead  trees. 
Unfortunately,  these  are  disappear¬ 
ing  with  the  widespread  use  of 
metal  fencing  and  timber 
harvesting.  Diminishing  open  space 
and  indiscriminate  use  of  pesticides 
are  other  factors,  it  was  reported. 

Fortunately,  the  decline  can  be 
reversed.  T.  E.  Musselman  of  Quin¬ 
cy,  Illinois,  initiated  bluebird  trails 
years  ago,  thus  providing  signifi¬ 
cant  hope.  A  bluebird  trail  is  usual¬ 
ly  a  string  of  nesting  boxes  spaced 
at  least  100  yeards  apart  in  open 
areas.  It  can  range  from  just  a  few 
boxes  in  one’s  yard  to  hundreds.  A 
trail  in  Canada  is  a  total  of  2000 
miles  long!  The  Save  the  Bluebird 
Comm,  now  has  a  total  of  542 
boxes  throughout  this  area  of  the 
Merrimack  Valley. 

Crucial  to  the  success  of  a 
bluebird  trail  are  boxes  designed 
especially  for  the  bluebird,  proper 


habitat,  and  monitoring  of  the 
boxes  on  a  regular  basis.  Competi¬ 
tion  with  agressive  sparrows  and 
starlings,  among  other  birds,  is  one 
of  the  primary  factors.  Constant 
removal  of  sparrow  nests  is 
necessary  to  discourage  these  alien 
birds. 

This  conservation  effort  reaps  a 
multitude  of  benefits.  Bluebirds  eat 
many  insects  during  Spring  and 
Summer,  an  obvious  asset  to 
gardener  and  farmer  alike.  After 
the  young  birds  leave  the  nest,  they 
remain  close  to  their  parents  until 
Fall  migration,  sometimes  assisting 
them  in  the  care  and  feeding  of 
subsequent  broods.  Bluebirds  may 
have  as  many  as  2-3  broods  in  a 
season.  Daily  observations  of  the 
activities  of  these  enchanting  birds 
will  provide  endless  pleasure  as 
listening  to  Lil  Files  ardently  speak 
on  this  subject  tells  one. 

More  trails  are  needed  for  truly 
substantial  results.  Several  dozen 
nesting  boxes  can  be  constructed 
with  lower  grade  lumber  for  about 
$10.  If  you  are  interested  in  learning 
more,  Mrs.  Files  recommends  “The 
Bluebird”  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny, 
founder  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  as  the  definitive 
book  on  the  subject. 

Spring,  1982  has  definitely  arriv¬ 
ed  in  Tyngsborough  as  an  excited 
Lil  Files  reported  that  the  bluebirds 
returned  once  again  to  her  yard  on 
March  20. 


TGBO-“THE  BLUEBIRDS  HAVE  COME  BACK"  LU  Files  is  telling 
members  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  which  has  membersTTSih  many 
other  surrounding  communities.  She  was  the  speaker  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Society,  describing  efforts  being  made  to  encourage  bluebirds  to 
return  to  the  region  as  they  have  to  her  own  property  for  many  years. 
(Photo  by  Lisa) 
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BIRDINO  MORNINGS  BETTY  PORTER 

Co-Sponsor:  Drumlln  Farm  Wildlife  Sanctuary 

This  class  will  go  blrding  at  different  places  In  the  Concord-Uncoln  area.  The  main  focus 
will  be  identification  of  birds  by  sight  and  sound,  but  we  will  watch  bird  behavior  and,  as 
time  allows,  Identify  principal  plants  of  the  habitat  and  note  how  birds  use  them  for  their 
needs.  One  day  will  be  a  special  trip  to  see  bluebirds.  The  pace  will  be  leisurely  In  order  to 
take  time  to  listen  and  observe.  Please  bring  binoculars. 

FRIDAY  8:30-1 1:00  a.m.  5  sessions 

Starts  Apr.  30  Drumlln  Farm  Nature  Center  $25 


WOMEN  OUTDOORS 


NASHUA  VALLEY  NEWSLETTER 
SPRING  1932 


April  or  May:  See  bluebirds  nesting  and 

take  an  early  morning  walk. 

To  be  scheduled  after  the  arrival 
of  the  bluebirds.  -Families  welcome. 

Cell  Lillian  Files  if  you  are  interested, 
(617)  692-2520  in  Tyngsboro. 


StoceyW^Coh 


The  giant  snowstorm  some  have 
called  “The  Blizzard  of  ’82,’’  which  oc¬ 
curred  April  6  and 
7,  could  have  had  a 
disastrous  effect  on 
bluebirds. 

Word  has  been 

received  from 

Massachusettsthat 

several  bluebirds^ 

Have  been  found 

dead  in  bluebird 


Rouses’ 

storm. 


since 

"We 


the 

TTave 


ftad  only  one  report 
of  bluebirds  in  New 
Hampshire  and 
that  was  in  Alton, 
just  before  the  storm. 

Tudor  Richards,  executive  director  of 
the  Audubon  Society  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  I  discussed  this  potential  problem 
this  week.  He  said,  “The  situation  could 
be  grim.  Taken  as  a  whole,  this  could  be 
the  worst  year  for  bluebirds  in  recent  his¬ 
tory.” 

Tudor  went  on  to  say  that  the  weather 
along  the  East  Coast,  where  bluebirds 
winter,  was  severe.  Heavy  snows  and 
deep  cold  that  extended  clear  to  Florida 
could  have  devastated  the  already 
shrinking  bluebird  population. 

According  to  range  maps  contained  in 
Roger  Tory  Peterson’s  latest  FIELD 
GUIDE  TO  THE  BIRDS,  bluebirds  spend 
the  winter  from  Rhode  Island  and  Con¬ 
necticut  to  southern  Florida  and  all 
points  in  between. 

Tudor  said  one  year  he  saw  a  bluebird 
in  New  Hampshire  in  January  and  that  a 
few  individuals  have  wintered  on  Cape 
Cod. 

Forbush,  writing  in  BIRDS  OF  MAS¬ 
SACHUSETTS,  said,  “In  mild  seasons  a 
few  Bluebirds  appear  in  central  Massa¬ 
chusetts  by  the  20th  of  February.  Proba¬ 
bly  these  are  birds  that  have  passed  the 
winter  in  southern  New  England.  Usually 
a  considerable  migration  appears  by  the 
middle  of  March  and  continues  well  into 
April.” 

Tudor  suggested  it  would  be  well  for  us 
to  check  our  bluebird  houses  to  see  if  any 
dead  are  to  be  found.  We  both  hope  no 
such  findings  will  occur,  but  it  is  best  to 
check,  for  both  bluebirds  and  tree  swal¬ 
lows  often  go  into  bird  houses  for  shelter  I 
during  a  storm.  We  would  also  like  to 
hear  from  anyone  who  has  seen  bluebirds 
this  spring  since  the  storm.  My  mailing 
address  is  P.O.  Box  55,  West  Swanzey, 
N.H.  03469. 


|  Bluebirds  Die  In 
Storm;  Roberts 
I  Speaks  To  Club 

TGBO-The  April  21  meeting  of 
I  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society! 
began  with  a  report  from  Lillian! 
Files  on  the  effect  of  the  April  6| 
snowstorm  to  the  bluebirds.  The! 
report  was  not  good  news.  The! 
bluebirds  had  arrived  ini 
I  Tyngsborough  on  March  19,  earlier 
than  usual.  There  were  many 
reports  of  bluebirds  along  the 
nesting  box  trails.  This  season  pro¬ 
mised  to  be  an  exceptional  year  for 
1  bluebirds.  The  snowstorm  wreaked 
havoc  on  the  bluebirds,  weakening 
them  until  they  perished.  Some 
were  found  huddled  in  nesting 
| boxes,  frozen  to  death. 

Mrs.  Files,  herself,  spent  several  I 
I  frustrating  days  doing  what  she 
could  when  called  by  concerned 
|  persons  with  pleas  of  help  for  weak 
birds.  Still,  she  felt  very  helpless.  In | 
her  own  yard  she  hung  sumac  bran¬ 
ches  laden  with  berries,  but  to  no| 
avail. 

There  are  reports  of  threel 
bluebirds  in  the  area  Mrs.  Files  lives 
in.  Their  nesting  areas  are  unknown  [ 
at  this  time,  but  they  offer  hope. 

Hawk  Migration 

The  guest  speaker  for  this  everi- 
ling  was  Paul  Roberts,  who  spoke  I 
on  Spring  Hawk  migration.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  I 
Mass.  Hawkwatch,  chairman  of  thel 
Hawk  Migration  Association  of  I 
No.  America,  and  vice  chairman  ofl 
the  Brookline  Bird  Club.  Hel 
describes  himself  as  a  magazine  and 
book  publisher  with  a  deep  interest) 
land  sense  of  adventure  in  hawks. 

He  reports  that  there  is  limited  I 
I  knowledge  of  the  timing  of  migra-| 
Ition,  but  it  is  growing.  Over  the  last  i 
JlO-15  years  more  has  been  learned  | 
labout  Spring  migration.  Mr. 
jRoberts  spoke  of  his  awesome  ex¬ 
perience  of  watching  10,000  hawks 
Ifly  over  Mt.  Wachusetts  within  four 
[hours  during  spring  migration! 

Hawks  coming  from  Mexico  and 
iTexas  during  Spring  migration 
upon  arriving  at  the  Great  Lakes 
[fan  out  to  the  east  or  west.  The 
[reason  for  this  is  that  they  prefer  to 
I  take  advantage  of  thermal  lift  using 
I  altitude  to  gain  distance.  This 
pastern  movement  caused  them  to 
lfly  in  tighter  groups  between  the 
I  Great  Lakes  and  the  east  coast, 

I  making  it  easier  to  see  large  quan¬ 
tities  at  a  time.  Mr.  Roberts  sug¬ 
gests  prime  siting  conditions  include ! 

| a  northwest  wind. 

The  program  included  a  slide  I 
I  show  with  excellent  tips  on  identify- 1 
ing  the  wide  range  of  hawks.  It  was| 
an  interesting  and  informative  even¬ 
ing,  and  certain  to  instill  what  Mr. 
Roberts  calls  “hawkitis.” 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

U.S.  FISK  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 

FEDERAL  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 
LICENSE /PERMIT  APPLICATION 


|  "I-PlICAnT.  (Same,  complete  address  and  phone  number  of  individual , 
|  busmen*,  agency,  or  institution  for  irhich  permit  is  requested) 

!  f1)*  Lillian  3  ilm 

Scribner  H  ill 

J/jnnAbosuo.  VtOAA.  0/879 

(6/7)  672-2520 


2.  BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  ACTIVITY  FOR  WHICH  REQUESTED  LICENSE 
OR  PERMIT  IS  NEEDED. 

J&esuniAAion  to  mourt  a  pair  of.  de-ad 
bluebirdr  (ound  attest  recent  Apsiil  6th  j 
■’itoAm  {Lost  educationa /  punpoAen  in  a  blue^ 
isud  Alide  pswgram 

(See  letter  en.cdoA.ed  and  pamphlet*, 
explaining  pswgram) 


1.  APPLICATION  FOR  ( Indicate  only  one) 


□ 


IMPORT  OR  EXPORT  LICENSE 


PERMIT 


I 


4.  IF  "APPLICANT"  IS  AN  INDIVIDUAL,  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING: 


ljmr.  $ 

MRS.  QmISS  □  MS. 

HEIGHT 

5*2? 

WEIGHT 

120  lb  a. 

DATE  OF  BIRTH  ' 

Aug,  //,  1925 

COLOR  EYES 

green 

PHONE  NUMBER  WHERE  EMPLOYED 

263.2779 

SOCIAL  se 

033-1 

^URiT^NUMBER 

5.  IF  "APPLICANT"  IS  A  BUSINESS,  CORPORATION,  PUBLIC  AGENCY. 
OR  INSTITUTION.  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING: 

EXPLAIN  TYPE  OR  KIND  OF  BUSINESS.  AGENCY,  OR  INSTITUTION 


OCCUPATION 


bookkeeper.  &  AAnt.  3 near. 


any  BUSINESS,  AGENCY,  OR  INSTITUTIONAL  AFFILIATION  HAVING 
TO  DO  WITH  THE  WILDLIFE  TO  8E.  COVERED  BY  THIS  LICENSE/PERMIT 


NAME,  TITLE,  AND  PHONE  NUMBER  OF  PRESIDENT,  PRINCIPAL 
OFFICER,  DIRECTOR,  ETC. 


IF  "APPLICANT"  ISA  CORPORATION,  INDICATE  STATE  IN  WHICH 
INCORPORATED 


5-  LOCATION  WHERE  PROPOSED  ACTIVITY  IS  TO  BE  CONDUCTED 

'locational  Alide  psworam  on  bluebirdA 


<  . 

erven 


ttonat  A.LuLe  program  on  orueocnaA 
throughout  I’ioaa .  &  Sew  H  ampAhire 


7.  DO  YOU  HOLD  ANY  CURRENTLY  VALID  FEDERAL  FISH  AND 
WILDLIFE  LICENSE  OR  PERMIT?  Q  YES  •£]  NO 

(II  yea,  Hat  license  or  permit  numbers) 


S.JF  REQUIRED  BY  ANY  STATE  OR  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENT,  DO  YOU 
HAVE  THEIR  APPROVAL  TO  CONDUCT  THE  ACTIVITY  YOU 
PROPOSE?  □  YES  □  NO 

(II  yes,  list  jurisdictions  arp  type  ol  documents) 

ftlaAA,  Aaid  they,  d  grant  permit  but  to 


apply  here  imt* 


'.ERTiriED  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  (il  applicable)  PAYABLE  TO 
rHE  U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE  ENCLOSED  IN  AMOUNT  OF 


DESIRED  EFFECTIVE 
OAtEL.  _  ip 

QA  AOOri  OA  pOArtl 


11.  DURATION  NEEDED 

le 


12.  ATTACHMENTS.  THE  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION  REQUIRED  FOR  THE  TYPE  OF  LICENSE/PERMIT  REQUESTED  (See  50  CFR  13.12(b))  MUST  BE 
ATTACHED,  IT  CONSTITUTES  AN  INTEGRAL  PART  OF  THIS  APPLICATION.  LIST  SECTIONS  OF  50  CFR  UNDER  WHICH  ATTACHMENTS  ARE 

PROVIDED. 


Special  purpoAe  21 .27 


CERTIFICATION 

!  I  HEREBY  CERTIFY  THAT  I  HAVE  READ  AND  AM  FAMILIAR  WITH  THE  REGULATIONS  CONTAINED  IN  TITLE  50,  PART  13,  OF  THE  CODE  OF  FEDERAL 
1  REGULATIONS  AND  THE  OTHER  APPLICABLE  PARTS  IN  SUBCHAPTER  B  OF  CHAPTER  I  OF  TITLE  50,  AND  I  FURTHER  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  INFOR¬ 
MATION  SUBMITTED  IN  THIS  APPLICATION  FOR  A  LICENSE/PERMIT  IS  COMPLETE  AND  ACCURATE  TO  THE  BEST  OF  MY  KNOWLEDGE  AND  BELIEF. 

I  UNDERSTAND  THAT  ANY  FALSE  STATEMENT  HEREIN  MAY  SUBJECT  ME  TO  THE  CRIMINAL  PENALTIES  OF  18  U.S.C  1001. 


SIGNATURE  (In  ink) 


7 


3-230 

(6/741 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 


3-201 

(2/76) 


Special  Agent  in  Charge (LE) -One  Gateway  Ctr.-400E 
Newton  Corner,  MA  02158 

FEDERAL  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  PERMIT 


1.  PERMITTEE 


M.  Lillian  Files. 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


2.  AUTHORITY-STATUTES 

16  use  704 

REGULATIONS  [Attached) 

50  CFR  21.27 


3.  NUMBER 

PRT  2-1837  BO  (Amend. #lf) 


4.  RENEWABLE 
0  YES 

□  NO 


6.  EFFECTIVE 


5/26/82 


5.  MAY  COPY 

□  yes 

□  NO 


7.  EXPIRES 


12/31/84 


8.  NAME  AND  TITLE  OF  PRINCIPAL  OFFICER  (If  #1  is  a  business) 


9.  TYPE  OF  PERMIT 


SPECIAL  PURPOSE 


10.  LOCATION  WHERE  AUTHORIZED  ACTIVITY  MAY  BE  CONDUCTED 


Massachusetts , 


11.  CONDITIONS  AND  AUTHORIZATIONS: 


>de  Island,  Connecticut 

.  -  _ 


A.  GENERAL  CONDITIONS  SET  OUT  IN  SUBPART  O  OF  50  CFR  13,  AND  SPECIFIC  CONDITIONS  CONTAINED  IN  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS  CITED  IN  BLOCK  #2  ABOVE,  ARE 
HEREBY  MADE  A  PART  OF  THIS  PERMIT.  ALL  ACTIVITIES  AUTHORIZED  HEREIN  MUST  BE  CARRIED  OUT  IN  ACCORD  WITH  AND  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  DESCRIBED  IN  THE 
APPLICATION  SUBMITTED.  CONTINUED  VALIDITY,  OR  RENEWAL,  OF  THIS  PERMIT  IS  SUBJECT  TO  COMPLETE  AND  TIMELY  COMPLIANCE  WITH  ALL  APPLICABLE 
CONDITIONS,  INCLUDING  THE  FILING  OF  ALL  REQUIRED  INFORMATION  AND  REPORTS. 

B.  THE  VALIDITY  OF  THIS  PERMIT  IS  ALSO  CONDITIONED  UPON  STRICT  OBSERVANCE  OF  ALL  APPLICABLE  FOREIGN,  STATE,  LOCAL  OR  OTHER  FEDERAL  LAW. 

0  J  { f  //'  J  77/  / 


C.  VALID  FOR  USE  BY  PERA 


EE  NAMED  ABOVE, 


D.  Authorized  to  mount  a  pair  of  de 
slide  program. 

E.  Carry  and  display  t 
herein. 


F.  Birds  shall  be  donated 

G.  Maintain  records  as 


for  educational  purposes  in  a  bluebird 

. . 


conducting  any  activity  authorized 

1 1 


12.  REPORTING  REQUIREMENTS 


Annually  by  Jan.  31,  for  preceding  calendar  year  ending  Dec.  31,  as  outlined  in 
50  CFR  21.27(c)(1). 


ISSUED  BY 


<3>. 


T Special  Agent  in  Charge,  Dist.  13 


DAT 


?/26/82 


ORIGINAL 


Kindly  reply  to: 

Scribner  Hill 
3  ynydo  one,  Pi  a,  0/8/7 

4 .nil  /l,  1582 


Spec-id  ftco.nL  in  Change 

if.S.  M  fit)-  JU  kOOi 

Mewton  (^oa/ica,  fllcu  02 / §8 

§entlemeru  TieJ  ?' enm. <t -Sp cell  punpoAe  2/ ,27 

Have,  had  BliebindA  on  my  own  pno^mty  for  32  yemA  here  in  3 yngA- 
boAjo  and  foil  have.  came.  f or  yeoAA  to  Aee  them  and  uaA  many  cpiertionA, 
Jam  led  me.  to  having  done.  oven.  60  diced  and  lecture  dide.  pnognamA  in 
the  pant  few  yeonA,  3  he  program  conniAtA  of.  teaming  the  plight  of  the 
Bluebird  Ahowing  nenting  box.  denign/i  and  conAtnuction  and  showing,  the 
Month  A/nenican  Bluebird  Society  A  Aide  program  followed  by  mu  own 
dowing.  what  hciA  been  done  locally,  Jf-mou.cn  thene  progn irnA  hundnedn 
of  boxer.  have  been,  made  and  put  up •  id  hie  (i  aq  a  Uent  of  the  3 yn^AboAC 
bind  Society,  •>  Atanted  a  "Save,  the  Blue  bind  £ ommittee "  who  made  and. 
put  out.  to  dot*  jh2  boxer  t/jiouchout  ftaAsU  and  Aouthenn  S,H, 

jiur  yean  the  Blu.ebindr  came  bade  to  my  anea  on  huncSt  ( 9th  and 
it  looked  like  a  good  yean  until  the  April  6th  /V oAth.eaAten,  St  wan  a 
dirorten  Lon.  the  Bluebirdr,  While  oat  on  my  trail  often,  tide  Atonm  Aee 
inc.  if  the  17  known  bliebirdr  were  all  right,  S  found  6  Bluebirdr  on 
the  ground  and.  in  boxer  f no  gen  to  death,  A  week  haA  gone  by  and  no 
A-ign  of  any  live  bliebindA  ao  fan,  Jhir  har  been  a  tragedy,  •  •  one 
feed  a.o  helpteAA  and  fruAtnated, 

S*  m  uvutiny  to  apply  fon  a  penmit  to  have  a  pain  of  the. le  dead 
BLuebirdA  mounted  fon  my  pregnane  oa  many  young  fol<A  and  children  have 
never  neen  a  bluebinL  Have  alwayA  uAed  a  wooden,  canved  birl}  but  a 
.mounted  pain  would,  be.  much  mane  Aatirfactory,  Anything  you  can  do 

would  be  appreciated,  Jkank  you, 

^  Sincerely , 

,J,  niohard  Junnen  at  youn  Bu^gandn  Bay 

branch.  haA  AQen  my  program  L  u  m  ailajl  he 

oil!,  aitert  to  the  educ.c.tioncl  value  a>\d  ’^~~l  ,/jr  .  ;  . 

venponne  to  the  program.  *  ho:Jid  ^Ber 


RICHARD  CRONIN 
Director 


&/mru 

Q)vmbton  c/  $&/ierieb  and 

^£everett  fda/tonUa//  government  tenter- 

400  tavilrid^e  Sfkeet,  £$oUon  02202 


DATE:  6/1'  /82 
PERMIT  #  11012 
FEE:  $2.00 


MOUNTING  PERMIT 


Lillian  Files ,  Scribner  Hill 


Tyngsboro,  MA 


is  hereby  authorized  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
27>  Chapter  131  >  Massachusetts  General  Law. 

TO: *  have  mounted  and  in  possession. 

Bluebird 

This  permit  is  issued  with  understanding  that  the  necessary  permit 
will  be  issued  by  the  Federal  Government. 

A  copy  of  this  permit  is  being  sent  to  the  taxidermist, 

Phillips  Taxidermist,  Rte.  102,  Litchfield 

Director 


RC/bd 

cc :  taxidermist 


application  to  have  mounted  bird  or  mammal  in  possession 


Date: 


Play.  26, 


/9<$2 


Comaonwo%lth  of  Massachusetts 
Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game 
Ltverett  Saltonstall  Building 
Government  Center 
IOC  Cambridge  St., 

Boston,  Maas.  02202 


VBi  $2.00 


Gentlemens 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  of  chapter  131,  General 
laws,  I  hereby  apply  for  a  permit  to  have  the  following  protected  species 
•f  bird  or  mammal  mounted  and  in  possession.  I  submit  the  fallowing  facts 
ceaceming  the  possession  of -the  same: 

Spocles: . or 

Where  obtained:......,??^ .  Date &•/?&•••••• . 

Pull  stat«*wit  of  circumstances  of  how  obtained,  by  whom,  and  cause  of  death: 
.  7.^.  i°,a^  fr.  af*JUL  ApuJ-  6th  A oAthexiAtAJi  to  cfeaM 

while,  on  my  aouaxIa  of.  my  6/ue.biAd  tAo.il  by  myself  ( Lillian  Jil^j, 


Will  specimen  be  donated  to  educational  institution?  Lwtl^i&ld  LihAOJui 

eeeeeee  ****»**  +  *  +  ••»•*••  ••«eeeeteeeee«e#eeeeeeeeeaeee#eeeed>ee  •  efk  •  see  sees  m* 

JyjnLfyAQOAJO,  PlaAA* 

Location  where  specimen  will  be  possessed 


Purpo  se  e  f  posse  ssien :  H'l  pfas-Qi-iVO- 

Tajddercist  who  will  mount  spec imen :  f’/’/d/f?. i0.2.’. . { N'H' 


I  hereby  certify  that 
knowledge  and  belief. 


Telephone  Ntsaber: 
6/7-692-2520 


the  above  facts  are  true  to  the  best  cf  ay 

Name : . . 

Street: . . ,  . . 

City  -r  Town : 7$??^???'. 


u.  hereby  certify  that  I  hAve  read  the  above  statements,  have  examined 
t.e  specimen  named  herein  and  believe  this  to  be  a  true  statement  «f  the  facts 
pertaining  to  the  acquisition  of  the  specimen. 


(,Slgn»t<lr9 


_  ..trUifi  & 

.'f  licensed  taxidermist) 

License  Number; 


(Hie  Boston  <fMobc 


Sunday,  April  11,  1982 


Build  a  bluebird  box:  Use  %-inch  stock  pine.  Sides:  Drill  vent  holes 
near  top.  Floor:  Cut  %  inch  off  each  corner  for  drainage.  Recess  floor  lA 
inch.  Front:  Make  1  Vfe-inch  entrance  hole  8  inches  up  from  bottom  edge  to 
center  of  hole.  Uss,  a  screw  to  lock  front  to  door.  Nail  a  pivot  nail  on  each 
side  of  the  box  parallel  to  center  of  hole.  Roughen  surface  below  entrance 
hole  inside  box  by  grooving  Vs-inch  slots.  Back:  Bevel  top  edge  for  slanted 
roof.  Roof:  1-inch  overlap  on  each  side  and  2-inch  overlap  in  front.  Cut 
groove  for  a  dripline  1  inch  from  front  edge.  Back  extension:  Drill  2  holes 
near  top  and  bottom.  Attach  extension  to  box  with  screws. 

BLUEBIRD  BOX  DESIGN  AND  INSTRUCTIONS  BY  LIL  FILES. 

Bring  back  bluebirds 


Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro 
would  like  to  see  bluebirds  come 
back  to  Massachusetts,  and  she 
thinks  there’s  a  way. 

The  way,  she  writes  in  a  small 
pamphlet  sponosred  by  the  Tyngs¬ 
boro  Bird  Society,  is  to  have  people 
build  bluebird  boxes. 

Bluebird  trails  are  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  popular.  A  bluebird  trail 
consists  of  a  number  of  nesting 
boxes  spaced  100  or  more  yards 
apart  and  so  located  that  they  can 
be  conveniently  monitored. 

A  bluebird  trail  may  beonly  a 
few  nesting  boxes  on  one’s  own 
property  or  of  hundreds  of  boxes 
over  many  miles. 

Generally  bluebireds  nest  only 
in  rural  areas  and  the  outer  edges 
of  suburban  developments.  The 
ideal  habitat  is  relatively  free  from 
underbrush.  Bluebirds  are  attract¬ 
ed  to  nesting  boxes  that  are  near 
high  perch  sites  with  a  clear  view. 

In  this  area,  by  early  April  (per¬ 


haps  delayed  this  year  by  the 
storm),  bluebirds  have  located  suit¬ 
able  cavities  or  houses  for  their 
nests.  In  most  areas  nest  building 
is  generally  under  way  in  early 
May. 

It  is  recommended  that  after  the 
young  have  left  the  nest,  the  box  be 
cleaned.  This  increases  the 
chances  that  a  second  brood  will  be 
raised  in  the  same  box.  Some  have 
observed  adult  bluebirds  building  a 
new  nest  on  top  of  the  old.  In  any 
case,  the  box  must  be  cleaned  in 
the  fall. 

Bluebird  boxes  should  be 
mounted  3  to  5  feet  from  the 
ground.  This  discourages  house 
sparrows.  The  entrance  hole  exact¬ 
ly  1  Vi  inches  in  diameter  is  suggest¬ 
ed  as  this  prevents  entry  of  star¬ 
lings.  The  entrance  should  be  at 
least  6  inches  above  the  floor  as  a 
shallower  box  permits  starlings  to 
destroy  eggs  or  nestlings.  Perches 
are  not  desirable.  Bluebirds  don’t 
need  them,  sparrows  like  them. 


Loons  and  bluebirds  get  a  little  lift 


By  Ray  Murphy 
Globe  Staff 

here’s  help  these  days  for  en¬ 
dangered  species,  or  two  of  them 
anyway  -  the  bluebird  and  the 
«  common  loon. 

JBL  These  birds,  once  common 
ornaments  in  the  New  England  landscape, 
are  getting  ever  rarer,  victims  of  the  march 
of  man,  of  chemical  pollution,  crowding 
and  lossof  habitat. 

Bluebirds,  though  .you  don’t  see  them 
too  often  nowadays,  remain  sentimental  fa¬ 
vorites.  Partisans  are  fond  of  quoting  Tho- 
reau,  who  said  the  bird  carried  the  sky  on 
its  back.  Maeterlinck  considered  it  the  bird 
of  happiness.  Songs  have  been  written 
about  bluebirds  flying  over  rainbows  and 
the  white  cliffs  of  Dover. 

Bluebirds  are  slightly  smaller  than  their 
cousins,  the  robins.  They  nest  in  holes  in 
trees  and  prefer  fairly  open  country;  they 
were  often  seen  in  apple  orchards. 

Bluebirds  are  victims  of  urban  and  sub¬ 
urban  expansion  -  the  blacktop  goes  roll¬ 
ing  along  -  which  has  reduced  their  fa¬ 
vored  habitat.  And  they  have  been  victim¬ 
ized  by  aggressive  rivals,  mainly  the  alien 
house  sparrow  and  starling  and  the  native 
tree  swallow,  all  of  which  also  nest  in  tree 


bluebirds  as  anyone  in  Massachusetts. 
Files  has  accumulated  a  number  of  slides  of 
bluebirds  and  is  a  regular  lecturer  at  area 
garden  clubs. 

“Besides  the  right  house,  you  have  to 
have  the  right  habitat,”  she  said.  "They 
like  open  country,  and  you  can’t  put  their 
houses  too  near  people’s  because  you’ll  at¬ 
tract  house  sparrows.  I  would  be  happy  if 
we  got  a  10  percent  occupancy  rating  from 
the  bird  houses  we  put  up.” 

This  has  been  a  bad  year  for  bluebirds. 
Files  said.  They  came  back  to  Tyngsboro 
on  March  19.  St.  Joseph’s  Day,  which  is 
also  the  day  the  swallows  return  to  Capis¬ 
trano.  But  the  bluebirds  were  too  early.  The 
recent  blizzard  killed  a  number  of  them. 

Files  and  her  friends  give  bird  boxes  to 
persons  who  will  put  them  up,  although 
they  are  simple  to  build. 

BIRDS,  Page  51 

X 

-  ■  — — — ■  . ■  — 

The  loon:  Smart  looks,  ghostly  voice. 


cavities.  In  confrontations  over  nesting 
sites,  bluebirds  tend  to  be  timid  and  easily 
uprooted  by  scrappier  species. 

The  bluebird  plight  is  of  concern  to  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  a  nation¬ 
al  nonprofit  group  that  advocates  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  wooden  nesting  boxes  designed  espe¬ 
cially  for  bluebirds.  Its  entrance  hole,  IV2 
inches  in  diameter,  discourages  sparrows 
and  starlings. 

Among  the  most  active  of  local  bluebird 
house  builders  is  Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro. 
She’s  New  England  director  for  the  Nation¬ 
al  Bluebird  Society  and  has  seen  as  many 


Loons,  bluebirds  get  a  little  lift 

U  BIRDS  build  and  float,  although  persons  who  are 

Continued  from  Page  49  •  handy  could  build  one  themselves  for  $50. 


Files  also  provides  directions  on  how  to  build  _ 
them. 

Under  Files’  leadership  some  540  boxes  have 
been  installed,  most  of  them  in  the  Tyngsboro- 
Westford  area  on  up  into  southern  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  Records  are  kept  of  successful  nestings 
and  the  bluebird  people  try  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
birds  generally,  shooing  away  house  sparrows 
and  other  undesirables. 

The  common  loon  has  attracted  man  wher¬ 
ever  the  two  species  have  coexisted.  The  loon  is 
a  large  water  bird,  3  feet  long,  with  a  5-foot 
wingspread  which  nests  on  small  -islands  on 
ponds  in  northern  New  England  on  up  to  the 
Arctic  Circle,  they  winter  on  the  ocean.  In  sum¬ 
mer,  it  is  rather  smart-looking  with  a  glossy 
black  head  and  neck  and  a  speckled  black  and 
white  body.  The  winter  plumage  is  gray.  Loons 
are  superb  divers  and  swimmers,  fast  enough  to 
overtake  the  small  fish  they  eat,  chasing  them 
underwater,  their  broad  strong  paddle  feet 
churning  behind  like  twin  propellors  on  a  sub¬ 
marine.  On  land,  a  loon  can  barely  walk  be¬ 
cause  its  feet,  so  perfect  for  swimming,  are  locat¬ 
ed  far  back  on  its  body. 

Fossil  remains  of  loons  have  been  traced  to 
the  Paleocene  Age  65  million  years  ago.  And  it’s 
easy  to  picture  them  coursing  ancient  seas  in 
pursuit  of  extinct  species  of  fish. 

But  above  all  else,  it’s  the  loon’s  bizarre 
voice,  unlike  any  other  sound  in  nature,  which 
makes  them  stand  out  and  gives  rise  to  the  ex¬ 
pression  “crazy  as  a  loon.’’  The  Wampanoags 
and  Abenakis  believed  souls  of  dead  people  went 
into  loons. 

In  New  Hampshire,  the  loon  is  of  particular 
concern  to  the  N.H.  Audubon  Society  (NHAS), 
which  views  the  loon  with  some  reverence  as  a 
totem  animal.  A  loon  picture  adorns  the  society 
letterhead. 

'  The  NHAS  set  up  its  Loon  Conservation  Com¬ 
mittee  in  1970.  It  takes  an  annual  loon  census. 
Last  year’s  tally  showed  308  loon  nestings,  up 
45  from  the  year  before.  Tudor  Richards,  veter¬ 
an  NHAS  director,  credited  part  of  the  increase 
to  committee  members  who  placed  small  cedar 
rafts  on  likely  ponds  for  the  loons  to  nest  on  - 
something  like  Files’  bluebird  house  project  but 
more  complicated. 

•;  The  rafts,  the  committee  people  like  to  call 
them  “loon  islands,”  cost  the  committee  $200  to 


The  North  American  Loon  Fund  (NALF), 
founded  in  1976,  is  a  spinoff  of  the  NHAS  com¬ 
mittee  and  their  membership  tends  to  overlap. 
Chairman  is  Rawson  L.  Wood  of  Meredith,  N.H., 
a  retired  Boston  businessman  and  an  NHAS  ac¬ 
tivist. 

The  committee  has  recently  issued  an  al-. 
bum,  “The  Voices  of  the  Loon,”  which  has  be¬ 
come  the  fund’s  chief  source  of  money  and  the 
hottest  animal  voice  record  since  the  “Songs  of 
the  Humpback  Whale”  in  1970.  Some  of  the 
loon  tracks  on  the  record  were  used  in  the  movie 
"On  Golden  Pond”  and  Marc  O’Brien,  an  assis¬ 
tant  manager  of  the  records  section  at  the  Har¬ 
vard  Coop  calls  it  “our  current  esoteric  best-sell¬ 
er.” 

On  one  side  of  the  album,  Robert  J.  Lurt- 
sema,  the  classical  disc  jockey  on  WGBH-FM  ex¬ 
plains  the  different  loon  calls  -  the  yodel,  wail, 
hoot,  tremolo  and  the  tremolo-wail  and  tremolo- 
yodel.  Most  of  the  calls  are  used  for  courtship,  or 
territorial  challenges,  seeking  a  lost  chick,  or  an 
overdue  mate.  But  some  loon  calls  are  beyond 
human  understanding,  like  the  eerie  wailing  du¬ 
ets  usually  given  at  night.  The  album  jacket 
notes  say,  simply:  “Why  loons  give  wails  in  this 
way  is  not  known  . . .”  It  is  these  wails  that  give 
some  credibility  to  the  Native  American  belief  in 
spirit  possession.” 


Bird  walk 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
will  host  a  three-hour  guided  walk 
circa  Lake  Massapoag,  Dunstable, 
starting  at  8  a.m.  Saturday  from 
the  Files  estate,  ."Windswept 

Acres,’.’  atop  Scribner  Hill  Road. 
Bill  and  Mae  Harris  will  point  out 
spring  migration  species. 


.  /  ’  --•>  , 
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OUNTRY  LIFE 


Written  and  illustrated  by  WILLIAM  CONDRY 


MY  first  encounter  with  bluebirds  was 
many  years  ago  when  a  student  of 
French  literature.  Interested  in 
natural  history  as  well  as  in  French  writing, 

I  felt  much  drawn  to  the  Belgian  author, 
Maeterlinck,  who  was  not  only  a  great  man  of 
letters  but  also  a  fine  naturalist,  well  known  for 
his  study  of  the  lives  of  bees  and  for  other 
popular  interpretations  of  science.  From 
Maeterlinck  the  naturalist  I  went  on  to 
Maeterlinck  the  dramatist,  was,  delighted  by 
Pelleas  et  Melisande  and  even  more  by  L’Oiseau 
Bleu,  that  much  loved  play  in  ydiich  two 
children  go  off  on  fairy-tale  adventures,  cage  in 
hand,  in  a  quest  for  the  bluebird  of  happiness. 

Bluebirds  might  long  have  remained  for 
me  just  symbols  of  love,  hope  and  happiness 
had  I  not,  as  a  change  from  French  literature, 
just  then  begun  reading  Thoreau’s  Walden.  In 
that  incomparable  book  I  learned  that  there 
really  are  bluebirds  and  that  the  bluebird 
symbolism  in  Maeterlinck  and  in  many  a 
popular  song  had  come  from  America.  In 
Thoreau  I  read  how  the  people  of  New  England 
looked  forward  every  spring  to  hearing  the  first 
gentle  warblings  of  bluebirds  in  their  copses  and 
gardens,  much  as  we  in  Britain  rejoice  in  the 
first  chiffchaffs  that  announce  the  ending  of 
winter. 

From  Thoreau’s  pen,  too,  came  the  most 
quoted  of  all  descriptions  of  the  bluebird:  it 
“carries  the  sky  on  its  back  and  the  earth  on  its 
breast”.  The  male  bluebird  is  brilliantly  blue 
above,  especially  in  early  spring,  and  has  a 
reddish-brown  breast  and  greyish-white  belly. 
The  female  is  similar  but  much  duller  in  all  her 
colours.  Bluebirds  are  7in  long  and  so  are  a 
little  larger  than  house  sparrows.  Confiding, 
conspicuous  perchers  and  full  of  cheering  song, 
they  breed  in  cavities  in  trees  or  fence  posts,  and 
in  nest  boxes.  Avoiding  dense  cover,  they 
favour  relatively  open  country  with  scattered 
trees,  such  as  orchards,  gardens,  lanesides  and 
thin  woodlands.  They  summer  as  far  north  as 
southern  Canada,  and  range  from  south 
Saskatchewan  right  across  to  New  Brunswick 


1  A  MALE  BLLEBIRD  AT  ITS  NEST  BOX.  The  eastern  bluebird,  brilliantly  blu< 
above,  with  reddish-brown  breast,  has  undergone  a  marked  decline  throughout  much  of  it 

range  in  the  USA  and  Canada 

and  Nova  Scotia.  Most  of  these  northerners 
migrate  to  the  southern  United  States  or 
Mexico  for  the  winter,  often  in  small  flocks. 

Only  America  (as  far  south  as  Nicaragua)  has 
bluebirds,  and  there  are  three  species:  the 
common  or  eastern  bluebird  which  lives  mainly 
east  of  the  Rockies;  the  similar  western  bluebird 
of  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Rockies;  and  north¬ 
western  America’s  extremely  beautiful  moun- 
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a  campaign  supported  by  the  National 
Audubon  Society  and  many  local  bird  clubs  and 
led  by  a  specialist  organisation,  the  North 
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2— MRS  LILLIAN  FILES  INSPECTING  A  BLUEBIRD 
I  BOX.  By  supplying  nest  boxes  in  her  Massachusetts  garden, 
Mrs  Files  has  attracted  nesting  bluebirds 


So  tame,  so  eager  to  sing, 
so  ruddy  of  breast,  the  eastern 
bluebird  reminded  the  earliest 
English  settlers  of  the  robins  in 
their  gardens  back  home,  and 
“blue  robin”  became  its 
earliest  English  name.  It  was  a 
very  common  and  popular 
bird,  and  was  often  mentioned 
by  Thoreau  in  his  journals. 
Sadly,  the  past  50  years  have 
seen  bluebirds  decline  very 
severely,  especially  in  New 
England  where  their  numbers 
may  be  down  as  much  as  90%. 

When  I  was  planning  to 
visit  Concord  in  Massachusetts 
last  summer  I  was  told  I  would 
be  lucky  if  I  even  glimpsed  a 
bluebird  anywhere  in  the  state. 
And  so  it  proved.  I  certainly 
would  not  have  seen  one  if  a 
kind  friend  had  not  driven  me 
to  Tyngsboro,  near  the  border 
with  New  Hampshire,  was 
a  remarkable  woman,  Mrs 
Lillian  Lund  Files,  has  for 
years  devoted  much  time  and 
care  to  giving  the  bluebird  a 
helping  hand,  not  only  by 
providing  nesting  sites  and 
suitable  habitats  in  her  20  acres 
of  grounds  but  also  by 
promoting  bluebird  conserva¬ 
tion  for  many  miles  around. 

It  was  Mrs  Files  who 
introduced  me  to  the  whole 
fascinating  story  of  the 
struggle  to  save  the  bluebirds, 


American  Bluebird  So 
Lawrence  Zeleny,  author 
on  bluebird  protection.  The 
bluebird  is  due  to  many  reasons 
of  food  supplies  inevitable 
polluted  by  insecticides.  Also 
has  been  habitat  destruction, 
other  developments  have 


founded  by  Dr 
an  inspiring  book 
le  decline  of  the 
ns,  such  as  the  loss 
in  a  world  so 
very  significant 
as  housing  and 
swallowed  the 


countryside.  A  favourite  nesting  site  used  to  be 
holes  in  apple  trees,  but  most  of  the  old 
orchards  are  now  gone,  and  many  other  old 
trees  full  of  cavities  have  been  cut  down  for  fuel 
for  wood-burning  stoves. 

Perhaps  most  devastating  of  all  has  been 
competition  for  nest  holes  from  the  ever- 
increasing  house  sparrows  and  starlings, 
descendants  of  those  so  unwisely  introduced 
from  Europe  last  century.  The  first  impact  of 
these  two  aggressive  species  was  that  the 
bluebird  retreated  from  nearly  all  built-up  areas 
into  the  countryside,  where  its  decline  has  been 
to  some  extent  slowed  down  by  the  provision 
of  nesting  boxes. 

The  bluebird  conservation  movement 
thinks  big:  in  terms  not  only  of  groups  of  boxes 
in  people’s  gardens  and  orchards,  but  also  of 
what  it  calls  bluebird  trails,  which  are  long 
strings  of  bluebird  boxes  set  up  across  country, 
perhaps  starting  with  suburban  cemeteries  and 
golf  courses  and  then  going  out  along  lanes  and 
through  farmlands  into  wilder  areas.  Such 
trails  may  consist  of  hundreds  of  boxes  spread 
over  long  distances,  all  regularly  visited  and 
reported  on  by  eager  volunteers. 

The  longest  bluebird  trail  is  in  western 
Canada.  It  goes  for  500  miles  with  side  trails 
adding  a  further  1,500  miles.  Both  mountain 
and  eastern  bluebirds  occupy  7,000  boxes  that 
annually  produce  about  5,000  young  bluebirds 
as  well  as  10,000  tree  swallows  which  are  also 
regarded  as  a  very  desirable  species.  Plenty  of 
literature  is  available  advising  people  how  to 
make  nest  boxes  and  where  to  site  them  with 
the  best  hope  of  attracting  bluebirds.  Many 
enthusiasts,  including  Lillian  Lund  Files,  give 
bluebird  lectures  in  winter  and  take  people  into 
the  field  to  see  the  bluebirds  in  summer. 


Jecause  about  30  specieso^North  American 
I  birds  use  nest  boxes,  the  box  intended  for 
I  bluebirds  needs  to  be  specially  designed  to 
discourage  as  many  competitive  species  as 
possible.  The  hole  has  to  be  a  maximum  of  l|in 
wide  to  keep  out  starlings,  while  to  discourage 
house  sparrows  it  is  best  sited  at  low  level  and 
I  well  away  from  buildings.  Boxes  placed  too 
I  close  to  woodland  are  likely  to  be  tenanted  by 
I  wrens.  Special  guards  can  be  fitted  over  the 
I  holes  to  deter  raccoons.  Climbing  predators  are 
further  frustrated  by  the  boxes  being  fitted  to 
metal  posts  made  slippery  with  grease.  To' 
reduce  competition,  it  is  desirable  to  supply 
more  boxes  than  are  ever  likely  to  be  occupied 
by  bluebirds. 

In  Mrs  Files’s  Tyngsboro  garden  I  saw 
some  of  the  boxes  not  used  by  bluebirds 
I  tenanted  by  house  wrens  and  tree  swallows.  I 
I  spent  only  an  hour  or  so  there,  but  had  no 
I  difficulty  in  photographing  a  pair  of  her 
I  bluebirds  from  an  improvised  hide,  for  they 
I  were  endearingly  approachable. 

If  Maeterlinck  were  alive  today  he  might 
I  well  see  some  deep  symbolism  in  the  bluebird’s 
decline.  For  him  the  bluebird  of  happiness  was 
lie  world’s  most  endangered  species  because 
people  pursue  it  too  desperately.  Similarly,  the 
I  real  bluebirds  are  waning  because  we  have 
I  interfered  with  the  natural  order  of  their  lives. 

I  Maeterlinck’s  play  ends  with  a  touching  scene 
I  in  which  the  two  children,  having  failed  to 
catch  the  bluebird,  come  sadly  home  to  their 
I  humble  cottage.  There  they  keep  a  captive 
I  turtle  dove  and,  though  it  is  a  wrench  to  do  so, 

I  they  give  it  away  to  make  a  neighbour’s  sick 
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3— THE  AUTHOR  PHOTOGRAPHING  BLUEBIRDS  FROM  AN  IMPROVISED  HIDE. 
Bluebii  ds  like  open  habitat,  and  will  readily  nest  closer  to  the  ground  than  house  sparrows 


child  happy.  Immediately  the  dove  turns  bright 
blue.  So  they  find  the  bluebird  of  happiness 
on  their  own  doorstep — through  an  act  of 
unselfishness. 

Is  there  not  a  symbolic  parallel  here  with 
the  efforts  of  American  conservationists  to  save 


their  bluebirds?  In  1911,  largely  for  L’Oiseau 
Bleu,  Maeterlinck  received  the  Nobel  Prize 
The  prize  won  annually  by  America’s  devoted 
bluebird  champions  is  the  joy  of  knowing  that 
they  are  helping  a  lovely  and  much  cherished 
bird  along  the  road  to  survival. 
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Adventineme nt  {.on.  the  Bluebindn  fnxm  London,  England! 

On  Apntl  26th,  !cj&2  a  Pin.  Jennance  Pullen  of  no  ton,  Plain,  phoned  fon 
my  bluebind  box.  plann.  While  uniting,  fan  a  luncheon  appointment  at 
the  Hanvand  Qlub  of.  lionton,  he  happened,  to  pick  up  Qountny  Life  maga¬ 
zine  and  nead  William  [ ondny'n  Uuebind  Anticle.  He  wan  no^  amazed  to 
nead  that  the  anticle  wan  about  my  bluebind  tnaiL  hene  in  Jyngnbono 
which  in  a  neighboning  town  to  §noton.  flann  wene  immediately  nent 
out  to  him  no  he  could  ntant  making  up  boxen  to  be  net  out  on  hin 

fuzae.  acne,  at 
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te  benevolent  bluebird  man 


Ask  any  bluebird  in  Westchester  who  Bo  res  ford  Proc¬ 
tor  is  and  they  could  probably  tell  you.  Mr.  Proctor  is 
their  Johnny  Appleseed.  their  Robert  Moses,  and  their 
1IUI)  all  rolled  into  one. 

Mr.  Proctor,  an  83-year  old  resident  of  Mamaroneck. 
likes  to  build  bird  houses.  Since  his  retirement,  he  has 
been  building  hundreds  and  distributing  them  free  of 
charge  to  the  county  parks  and  sanctuaries.  To  date, 
lea  town  has  received  over  100  bluebird  boxes,  and 
several  wood  duck  boxes.  Others  have  been  given  to 
Westmoreland  Sanctuary.  Greenburgh  Sanctuary,  and 
Muscoot  Park,  to  name  a  few.  Ward  Pound  Ridge, 
having  the  best  bluebird  environs,  has  received  over 
200  alone.  In  March,  Mr.  Proctor  dropped  off  a  "few” 
more  to  Tea  town  (over  10)  each  carefully  numbered 
inside.  The  one  I  checked  was  number  I  -110  In  addition 
to  keeping  a  running  total  for  his  avian  apartments 
each  new  box  includes  the  name  of  the 


The  Bluebird  is  our  Symbol  of 
Love,  of  Hope,  Gentleness  and 
Happiness  —  may  you  have  your 
share  this  Christmas  and  thruout 


the  New  Year . 
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Watercolors  by  Marilyn 


builder/architect  and  the  date  of  const  met  inn.  And 
architect  is  the  right  word,  for  each  box  is  of  a  unique 
design  of  Mr.  Proctor’s  own;  a  design  which  al lords  easy 
access  for  cleaning,  good  ventilation,  and  a  degree  of | 
predator-proofing. 

Bluebirds,  one  of  our  most  at  t  ract  ive  songbirds,  have 
been  declining  in  recent  years  due  to  loss  of  habitat  and 
a  critical  housing  shortage.  Mr.  Proctor  cannot  do 
anything  about  the  loss  of  habitat  but  he  has  the 
housing  shortage  well  in  hand  And  prospective  on  u 
pants  needn't  worry  about  interest  rates  or  high  rents 
either.  So  if  you  see  more  bluebirds  around  lately  as 
1  have,  you  can  give  a  large  measure  of  credit  to  Mr 
Beresford  Proctor,  the  Johnny  Appleseed  of  the  bluebird 
world. 

Y)S>Tcd  Mv-Jj  IJ9c2  5 Warren  Unlf/ooip'ii 
yy\e.  3  wa Director  Naturalist 
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MAY  —  JUNE  1982 


Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds 

One  hour  lecture  slide  program  on  Bluebirds 
Past  president  of  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
Board  member  of  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Lil  Files  Scribner  Hill  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 


617-692-2520 
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THOREAU  SOCIETY 

BULLETIN 


The  Thoreau  Sociery,  Inc.  is  an  informal  gathering] 
of  students  and  followers  of  Henry  David  Thoreau. 
John  McAleer,  Lexington,  Mass.,  president;  Mrs. 
Russell  Wheeler,  Concord,  Mass.,  vice-president;  and] 
Walter  Harding,  State  University,  Geneseo,  N.  Y. 
14454,  secretary-treasurer.  Annual  membership 
$3.00;  life  membership,  $100.00.  Address  communi¬ 
cations  to  the  secretary. 

Feel  free  to  reprint  material  herein  (unless 
otheiwise  specified)  but  please  acknowledge  the 
Thoreau  Societv  Bulletin  as  your  source. 


BULLETIN  ONE  HUNDRE  J  FIFTY-NINE 
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0040-6400 


SPRING  1982 


Files,  Lillian  Lund.  ’"His  Most  Serene 
Birdship!'  The  Bluebird  in  Thoreau's 
Journal."  SIALIA  (Journal  of  the  North| 
American  Bluebird  Soc.),  4  (Winter, 
1982).  23-27. 
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TGBO-THE  NEW  PRESIDENT  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  Mike  Pot- 
said  of  Chelmsford  poses  with  the  immediate  past  President  Joyce  Marinel 
•  at  the  May  21  meeting  of  the  organization  which  is  growing  rapidly  and  has 
members  from  many  surrounding  towns.  Subject  of  the  recent  meeting  was  I 
“Wild  Flowers  of  Tyngsboro”  by  Blanche  Clark.  Members  are  also  deeplyl 
interested  in  creating  a  hospitable  environment  for  bluebirds,  17  of  whichj 
died  during  the  late  winter-spring  storm  this  year.  (Photo  by  Lisa) 


Free  Slide  Show 
On  Wild  Flowers 
|Wed.,Mayl9 

TGBO-Blanche  Clarke  of 
iTyngsboro  will  present  her 
Islideshow,  Native  Wildflowers,  at 
Ithe  Wednesday,  May  19  meeting  of 
|the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  Blan¬ 
che,  a  life  long  resident  of 
Tyngsboro,  has  always  had  an  in¬ 
terest  in  wildlife,  having  been  active 
I  in  the  scouts  and  the  Conservation 
I  Commission.  Her  show  is  compris¬ 
ed  of  pictures  she  has  taken  over  the 
'  many  years  she  has  been  observing 
wildflowers.  Time:  7:30  p.  m., 
place:  Littlefield  Library, 
Tyngsboro.  Admission  free. 
Refreshments  served. 


3  Bird  Walks 
Scheduled  For 
May  8,  15,  16 

Again  this  year  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society  is  sponsoring  bird 
walks  on  the  third  Saturday  in  May 
at  the  height  of  the  spring  migra¬ 
tion.  On  May  15  walks  led  by 
volunteers  will  take  place  in  a 
number  of  communities  throughout 
the  state.  These  walks  take  place 
when  the  Massachusetts  coun¬ 
tryside  is  at  its  prettiest  and  offer 
birding  and  nature  enthusiasts  an 
opportunity  to  get  together  to  enjoy 
the  promise  of  spring  and  to  find 
out  a  little  more  about  natural 
history.  The  walks  are  informal  and 
fun,  and  open  to  everyone. 

Here  in  Chelmsford  we  will  meet 
at  7:30  a. m.  May  15  at  the  parking 
lot  of  Great  Brook  Farm  State  Park 
just  over  the  Chelmsford-Carlisle 
line.  From  Chelmsford  take  Con¬ 
cord  Road  south  which  becomes 
Lowell  Rd.  in  Carlisle.  Take  a  left 
on  Cross  St.  to  parking  lot. 

This  nature  walk  caters  tjp 
everyone  from  a  beginner  to  one 


who  is  always  at  home  in  the  woods 
and  Field.  You  might  discover  a 
wildflower  you  haven’t  seen  for 
years,  or  see  a  migrant  songbird 
that  only  a  month  or  two  ago  was  in 
South  America.  You’ll  be  able  to 
follow  the  meanderings  of  a  brook 
through  the  spring  countryside. 

A  follow-up  trip  will  be  made  the 
next  day  (May  16)  to  the  Town  ®f  I 
Dunstable.  Here  we  will  explore  [ 
Conservation  Land  where  Nature  is 
given  top  priority.  We  will  see  a 
pine  forest  opened  up  in  pockets  to 
encourage  second  growth  hard¬ 
woods,  which  in  turn  attracts  new 
generations  of  wildlife  and  plant 
life.  The  walk  ends  at  a  well  known 
pond  where  ducks,  herons  and 
warblers  have  been  seen. 

To  join  this  walk,  meet  at  the  fur¬ 
ther  end  of  the  Caldor  Parking  lot 
at  7:30  a.m.  Sunday  morning  May 
16.  We  suggest  car  pooling,  so  call  a 
friend.  Our  caravan  will  leave  pro¬ 
mptly  at  8  a.m.  for  Dunstable.  Br¬ 
ing  Binoculars  and  walking  shoes 
for  both  of  these  trips.  You  may 
want  to  bring  coffee  and  donuts  for 
a  mid-morning  snack! 

The  Tyngsboro  bird  club  will 
hold  a  bird  walk  at  Lake 
Massapoag  on  Sat.  May  8.  Meet  at 
the  home  of  Lillian  Files  on 

Scribner  Hill  in  Tyngsboro  at  8 
a.m. 

For  rhore  information,  call 
256-2128. 
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iddle:  Why  are  bluebirds  blue? 
Solution:  Because  there  are  so  few 
of  them.  In  recent  years  the  bluebird 
population  has  been  reduced  by  almost 
90  percent.  People  interested  in  how  to 
build  nesting  boxes  that  will  attract  and 
sustain  these  finicky  heaven  dwellers  should 
send  $.50  to  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  P.O.  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring 
Maryland  20906. 


Field  Records: 
April  1982 


by  George  W.  Gove,  Richard  S.  Heil,  Robert  H.  Stymeist 
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April  1982  will  be  remembered  for  the  devastating  snowstorm  of  April  6  and  7  that  re¬ 
sulted  in  high  bird  mortality.  Snow  totaled  13.3  inches,  12.6  inches  more  than  average 
and  set  a  new  record  for  the  month.  The  old  record  was  9.1  inches  in  1917.  The  snow 
came  in  one  storm  on  the  6th  and  7th,  and  13.2  inches  fell  in  2h  hours.  More  snow  would 
have  accumulated  had  not  the  large  amount  of  heat  in  the  ground  rapidly  melted  it.  The 
winter  seasonal  total  now  stands  at  6l.8  inches,  19.9  inches  over  the  average  and  the 
thirteenth  greatest  in  92  years  of  records.  More  on  the  storm  later. 

The  temperature  in  April  averaged  1+8.2°;  the  high  of  83°  on  the  25th  topped  the  old 
mark  of  8l°  in  1897.  The  low  of  l6°  on  the  7th  was  the  lowest  for  April;  the  previous 
low  was  20°  in  191+3.  Precipitation  totalled  3.1+2  inches,  just  0.07  inch  under  normal. 
Thus  many  records  were  broken  in  this  memorable  April  of  1982. 

The  deep  snow  cover  and  low  temperatures  immediately  following  the  blizzard  created  a 
severe  hardship  for  many  of  the  early  spring  migrants.  Some  of  these  included  Wood 
Duck,  Killdeer,  American  Woodcock,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Tree  Swallow,  American  Robin,  Eastern 
Bluebird  and  blackbirds.  The  lack  of  available  food  during  the  day,  despite  the  con¬ 
siderable  efforts  of  many  people  to  keep  feeders  filled  and  food  spread  in  feeding 
areas,  made  it  very  difficult  for  birds  to  maintain  a  normal  body  temperature,  espe¬ 
cially  at  night.  The  birds  became  concentrated  in  the  few  areas  that  afforded  food  and 
shelter.  American  Woodcocks  and  American  Robins  were  seen  in  unusual  numbers  on  plowed 
streets,  and  with  many  birds  undoubtedly  in  weakened  condition,  there  were  many  road- 
kills,  particularly  of  robins.  A  check  of  several  open  and  semi-open  brooks  in  the 
South  Peabody-Salem-Lynn  area  by  Rick  Heil  revealed  unprecedented  concentrations  of 
birds  there.  Twenty-nine  Wood  Ducks,  seventeen  Killdeer,  and  twenty-nine  American 
Woodcock  were  noted  in  this  survey;  one  woodcock  was  found  dead.  Of  two  Eastern  Phoebes 
seen,  one  was  picked  up  from  the  snow,  barely  alive;  this  bird  died  a  few  minutes  later. 
The  26o+  American  Robins  counted  during  the  day  were  concentrated  both  along  open  brooks 
and  in  thickets  of  Staghorn  Sumac  and  greenbrier  that  still  had  berries  from  last  fall. 
Of  these  robins,  fifty  or  more  were  moribund  and  nine  were  found  dead. 

Rick  Heil  also  observed  a  male  Rusty  Blackbird  feeding  on  the  flesh  of  a  dead  robin. 

The  chest  cavity  had  been  exposed,  and  it  was  apparent  that  much  of  the  carcass  had  been 
consumed.  The  rusty  fed  for  about  two  minutes,  pecking  off  tiny  bits  of  flesh.  On  the 
south  shore,  there  were  many  reports  of  American  Robins  dead  as  well  as  Tree  Swallows 
and  a  Little  Blue  Heron.  In  the  Sudbury  River  Valley,  traditional  sites  for  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  devoid  of  birds  after  the  storm  although  this  species  had  been  present 
earlier.  American  Robins  totaled  1+1+3  on  melted  areas  at  Concord's  Nine  Acre  Corner  on 
April  9.  Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro  (Massachusetts  Bluebird  Society)  reported  the  very 

sad  discovery  of  seventeen  Eastern  Bluebirds  found  dead. 


Following  the  storm,  on  April 
many  Fox  Sparrows  were  noted. 


and  8,  bird  feeders  were  bustling  with  activity,  and 

R.S.H.  and  R.H.S. 
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British  Naturalist  Finds  a 
“Bloody  Bluebird”  in  Massachusetts 


On  11  July,  1981,  Mr.  William  Con- 
dry  of  Wales,  a  distinguished  na¬ 
turalist  in  Britain,  was  a  guest  speaker 
at  the  annual  Thoreau  Society’s  con¬ 
ference  in  Concord,  Massachusetts. 
He  is  warden  of  a  nature  reserve  owned 
by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection 
of  Birds  in  Wales  and  has  long  been 
active  in  the  nature  conservation  move¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Condry  is  a  writer,  broad¬ 
caster  and  lecturer  on  wild  animals, 
fossils  and  plants.  He  also  is  a  regu¬ 
lar  contributor  to  Country  Life  and  the 
Guardian’s  “Country  Diary.”  Some  of 
his  books  are  Exploring  Wales,  Birds 
and  Wild  Africa,  Woodlands,  The  Snow¬ 
donia  National  Park,  Pathway  to  the 
Wild,  and  Thoreau. 

On  Mr.  Condry’s  ten  day  visit  to 
Massachusetts  he  birded  at  some  of 
the  local  bird  sanctuaries  and  canoed 
the  Concord  River.  The  bluebird  head¬ 
ed  the  list  of  birds  he  wanted  to  see, 
but  he  had  been  warned  before  he  left 
home  that  he’d  never  find  a  bluebird 
in  Massachusetts. 

On  14  July,  I  received  a  phone  call 
from  a  fellow  Thoreauvian  asking  if  I 
still  had  any  bluebirds  in  my  yard.  At 
that  time  I  happened  to  have  two  nest¬ 
ing  pairs  with  five  nestlings  in  each 
box  plus  four  juveniles  flying  about 
from  a  previous  clutch.  She  asked  if 
she  could  bring  Mr.  Condry  to  see 
them;  of  course  I  told  her  she  could. 

After  arriving  my  friend  said  that 
on  the  way  to  my  place  Mr.  Condry 
told  her  he  was  so  anxious  to  see  a 
bluebird  that  he  felt  like  he  was  “in 
search  of  the  Holy  Grail.”  We  took  a 
walk  down  the  field  and  stopped  before 
one  of  my  boxes  of  nesting  bluebirds. 
Within  a  few  minutes  a  beautiful  male 
landed  on  top  of  the  box  with  a  grass¬ 
hopper  for  one  of  the  nestlings. 
While  I  still  had  my  binoculars  in  front 
of  my  eyes,  Mr.  Condry  got  so  excited 
he  surprised  me  with  a  big  hug,  say¬ 
ing  that  he  had  finally  gotten  his 
“bloody  bluebird”  after  all.  After  the 
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British  naturalist,  William  Condry,  and  Lil¬ 
lian  Files  stand  beside  a  bluebird  box  in 
Lil’s  yard  in  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts. 

male  bluebird  left  the  box,  we  all  took 
a  peek  at  the  nestlings.  Mr.  Condry 
wanted  to  photograph  the  bluebirds  so 
I  set  up  my  homemade  blind  for  him. 
He  had  a  grand  time  taking  pictures 
for  over  an  hour. 

Later,  while  having  tea,  he  was 
also  delighted  to  see  Mt.  Monadnock 
in  New  Hampshire  from  my  backyard 
as  Thoreau  and  Emerson  used  to  climb 
this  mountain  once  in  a  while.  Seeing 
both  bluebirds  and  Mt.  Monadnock 
had  certainly  made  it  a  special  day 
for  my  guest. 

Mr.  Condry  autographed  his  book, 
Pathway  to  the  Wild,  as  follows: 

For  “Bring  back  the  Bluebird”  Lil  Files 
With  best  wishes 

William  Condry  at  Concord,  July  ’81. 
And  thank  you  for  an  unforgettable 
bluebird  experience.  ■ 

Scribner  Hill 
Tyyngsboro,  MA  01879 


PATHWAY 
TO  THE  WILD 
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Sialia,  Summer  1982 


A  HELPING  HAND  FOR 
BLUEBIRDS 

William  Condry 


My  first  encounter  with  bluebirds 
was  many  years  ago  when  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  French  literature.  Interested  in 
natural  history  as  well  as  in  French 
writing  I  felt  much  drawn  to  the  Bel¬ 
gian  author,  Maeterlinck,  who  was  not 
only  a  great  man  of  letters  but  also  a 
fine  naturalist,  well-known  for  his  study 
of  the  lives  of  bees  and  for  other  popu¬ 
lar  interpretations  of  science.  From 
Maeterlinck  the  naturalist  I  went  on 
to  Maeterlinck  the  dramatist,  was  de¬ 
lighted  by  Pelleas  et  Melisande  and 
even  more  by  L’Oiseau  Bleu,  that  much 
loved  play  in  which  two  children  go  off 
on  fairy-tale  adventures,  cage  in  hand, 
in  a  quest  for  the  bluebird  of  hap¬ 
piness. 

Bluebirds  might  long  have  re¬ 
mained  for  me  just  symbols  of  love, 
hope  and  happiness  had  I  not,  as  a 
change  from  French  literature,  just 
then  begun  reading  Thoreau’s  Walden. 
In  that  incomparable  book  I  learned 
that  there  really  are  bluebirds  and  that 
the  bluebird  symbolism  in  Maeterlinck 
and  in  many  a  popular  song  had  come 
from  America.  In  Thoreau  I  read  how 
the  people  of  New  England  looked 
forward  every  spring  to  hearing  the 
first  gentle  warblings  of  bluebirds  in 
their  copses  and  gardens,  much  as  we 
in  Britain  rejoice  in  the  first  chiff- 
chaffs  that  announce  the  ending  of 
winter. 

From  Thoreau’s  pen,  too,  came  the 
most  quoted  of  all  descriptions  of  the 
bluebird:  it  “carries  the  sky  on  its 
back  and  the  earth  on  its  breast.”  The 
male  bluebird  is  brilliantly  blue  above, 
especially  in  early  spring,  and  has  a 
reddish-brown  breast  and  grayish- 
white  belly.  The  female  is  similar  but 
much  duller  in  all  her  colors.  Bluebirds 
are  seven  inches  long  and  so  are  a 


little  larger  than  House  Sparrows.  Con¬ 
fiding,  conspicuous  perchers  and  full 
of  cheering  song,  they  breed  in  cavi¬ 
ties  in  trees  or  fence  posts,  and  in  nest 
boxes.  Avoiding  dense  cover,  they 
favor  relatively  open  country  with 
scattered  trees,  such  as  orchards, 
gardens,  lanesides,  and  thin  wood¬ 
lands.  They  summer  as  far  north  as 
southern  Canada,  and  range  from 
southern  Saskatchewan  right  across 
to  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 
Most  of  these  northerners  migrate  to 
the  southern  United  States  or  Mexico 
for  the  winter,  often  in  small  flocks. 
Only  America  (as  far  south  as  Nica¬ 
ragua)  has  bluebirds,  and  there  are 
three  species:  the  common  or  Eastern 
Bluebird  which  lives  mainly  east  of  the 
Rockies;  the  similar  Western  Bluebird 
of  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Rockies,  and 
northwestern  America’s  extremely 
beautiful  Mountain  Bluebird  which  is 
turquoise  all  over. 


So  tame,  so  eager  to  sing,  so  rud¬ 
dy  of  breast,  the  Eastern  Bluebird  re¬ 
minded  the  earliest  English  settlers  of 
the  robins  in  their  gardens  back  home 
and  “blue  robin”  became  its  earliest 
English  name.  It  was  a  very  common 
and  popular  bird,  and  was  often  men¬ 
tioned  by  Thoreau  in  his  journals. 
Sadly,  the  past  50  years  have  seen 
bluebirds  decline  very  severely,  es¬ 
pecially  in  New  England  where  their 
numbers  may  be  down  as  much  as 
90%. 


When  I  was  planning  to  visit  Con¬ 
cord  in  Massachusetts  last  summer  I 
was  told  I  would  be  lucky  if  I  even 
glimpsed  a  bluebird  anywhere  in  the 
state.  And  so  it  proved.  I  certainly 
would  not  have  seen  one  if  a  kind 
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friend  had  not  driven  me  to  Tyngsboro, 
near  the  border  with  New  Hampshire, 
where  a  remarkable  woman,  Mrs.  Lil¬ 
lian  Lund  Files,  has  for  years  devoted 
much  time  and  care  to  giving  the  blue¬ 
bird  a  helping  hand,  not  only  by  provid¬ 
ing  nesting  sites  and  suitable  habi¬ 
tats  in  her  20  acres  of  grounds  but 
also  by  promoting  bluebird  conserva¬ 
tion  for  many  miles  around. 

It  was  Mrs.  Files  who  introduced 
me  to  the  whole  fascinating  story  of 
the  struggle  to  save  the  bluebirds,  a 
campaign  supported  by  the  National 
Audubon  Society  and  many  local  bird 
clubs  and  led  by  a  specialist  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  North  American  Bluebird  So¬ 
ciety,  founded  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny, 
author  of  an  inspiring  book  on  blue¬ 
bird  protection.  The  decline  of  the 
bluebird  is  due  to  many  reasons,  such 
as  the  loss  of  food  supplies  inevitable 
in  a  world  so  polluted  by  insecticides. 
Also  very  significant  has  been  habi¬ 
tat  destruction,  as  housing  and  other 
developments  have  swallowed  the 
countryside.  A  favorite  nesting  site 
used  to  be  holes  in  apple  trees,  but 
most  of  the  old  orchards  are  now 
gone,  and  many  other  old  trees  full  of 
cavities  have  been  cut  down  for  fuel 
for  wood-burning  stoves. 

Perhaps  most  devastating  of  all 
has  been  competition  for  nest  holes 
from  the  ever-increasing  House  Spar¬ 
rows  and  starlings,  descendants  of 
those  so  unwisely  introduced  from 
Europe  last  century.  The  first  impact  of 
these  two  aggressive  species  was  that 
the  bluebird  retreated  from  nearly  all 
built-up  areas  into  the  countryside, 
where  its  decline  has  been  to  some 
extent  slowed  down  by  the  provision  of 
nesting  boxes. 


The  bluebird  conservation  move¬ 
ment  thinks  big:  in  terms  not  only  of 
small  groups  of  boxes  in  people’s  gar¬ 
dens  and  orchards,  but  also  of  what  it 
calls  bluebird  trails,  which  are  long 
strings  of  bluebird  boxes  set  up 
across  country,  perhaps  starting  with 
suburban  cemeteries  and  golf  courses 
and  then  going  out  along  lanes  and 
through  farmlands  into  wilder  areas. 
Such  trails  may  consist  of  hundreds  of 


boxes  spread  over  long  distances,  all 
regularly  visited  and  reported  on  by 
eager  volunteers. 


The  longest  bluebird  trail  is  in 
western  Canada.  It  goes  for  500  miles 
with  side  trails  adding  a  further  1,500 
miles.  Both  Mountain  arrd  Eastern 
bluebirds  occupy  over  7,000  boxes 
that  annually  produce  about  5,000 
young  bluebirds  as  well  as  10,000 
Tree  Swallows  which  are  also  re¬ 
garded  as  a  very  desirable  species. 
Plenty  of  literature  is  available  advis¬ 
ing  people  how  to  make  nestboxes  and 
where  to  site  them  with  the  best  hope 
of  attracting  bluebirds.  Many  en¬ 
thusiasts,  including  Lillian  Lund  Files, 
give  bluebird  lectures  in  winter  and 
take  people  into  the  field  to  see  the 
bluebirds  in  summer. 


Because  about  30  kinds  of  North 
American  birds  use  nestboxes,  the 
box  intended  for  bluebirds  needs  to  be 
specially  designed  to  discourage  as 
many  competitive  species  as  possible. 
The  hole  has  to  be  a  maximum  of  IV2 
inches  wide  to  keep  out  starlings,  while 
to  discourage  House  Sparrows  it  is 
best  sited  at  low  level  and  well  away 
from  buildings.  Boxes  placed  too  close 
to  woodland  are  likely  to  oe  tenanted 
by  wrens.  Special  guards  can  be  fitted 
over  the  holes  to  deter  raccoons. 
Climbing  predators  are  further  frus¬ 
trated  by  the  boxes  being  fitted  to 
metal  posts  made  slippery  with  grease. 
To  reduce  competition,  it  is  desirable 
to  supply  more  boxes  than  are  ever 
likely  to  be  occupied  by  bluebirds. 

In  Mrs.  Files’s  Tyngsboro  garden 
I  saw  some  of  the  boxes  not  used  by 
bluebirds  tenanted  by  House  Wrens 
and  Tree  Swallows.  I  spent  only  an 
hour  or  so  there  but  had  no  difficulty 
in  photographing  a  pair  of  her  blue¬ 
birds  from  an  improvised  hide,  for  they 
were  endearingly  approachable. 


If  Maeterlinck  were  alive  today  he 
might  well  see  some  deep  symbolism 
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A  male  Eastern  Bluebird  on  the  roof  of  its  nesting  box  with  food  for  its  nestlings.  The 
author  photographed  this  bird  in  Lillian  Files’  yard  in  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts. 


in  the  bluebird’s  decline.  For  him  the 
bluebird  of  happiness  was  the  world’s 
most  endangered  species  because 
people  pursue  it  too  desperately.  Sim¬ 
ilarly,  the  real  bluebirds  are  waning  be¬ 
cause  we  have  interfered  with  the 
natural  order  of  their  lives.  Maeter¬ 
linck’s  play  ends  with  a  touching  scene 
in  which  the  two  children,  having  failed 
to  catch  the  bluebird,  come  sadly  home 
to  their  humble  cottage.  There  they 
keep  a  captive  turtle  dove  and,  though 
it  is  a  wrench  to  do  so,  they  give  it 
away  to  make  a  neighbor’s  sick  child 
happy.  Immediately  the  dove  turns 
bright  blue.  So  they  find  the  bluebird 
of  happiness  on  their  own  doorstep- 
through  an  act  of  unselfishness. 


Is  there  not  a  symbolic  parallel 
here  with  the  efforts  of  American  con¬ 
servationists  to  save  their  bluebirds? 
In  1911,  largely  for  L’Oiseau  Bleu, 
Maeterlinck  received  the  Nobel  Prize. 
The  prize  won  annually  by  America’s 
devoted  bluebird  champions  is  the  joy 
of  knowing  that  they  are  helping  a 
lovely  and  much  cherished  bird  along 
the  road  to  survival.  ■ 

Ynys  Edwin,  Eglwysfach 
Machynlleth,  Powys,  SY20  8TA 
Wales,  United  Kingdom 

The  preceding  article  appeared  originally 
in  Country  Life,  April  15,  1982.  This  periodi¬ 
cal,  published  in  London,  England,  kindly 
granted  us  reprint  permission. 
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Photograph  by  William  Condry 
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Calondar  of  Programs  for  19ml;-1'.ib3 

All  our  meetings  nro  hold  nt  the  Littlefield  Library  on  the  Third 
Wednesday  of  tho  month  at  7;30  P.U,  except  for  our  "^October  meo  rfng 
which  will  Lo  hold  uT  t-hu  Unitarian  Church.  No  mooting  In  December. 

Bring  a  friend,  Refreshments  will  bo  sorvod, 

*************  *<* *** w *M M tmtIHHWM  WWBBimW tt****»»***»»»*»******»<HHMHBHHHHHHHHHHHHH> ******** 

9/15/82  "THE  HATUKE  of  THINGS"  by  Hogor  Tory  Petorson  (film) 

We  are  fortunate  to  start  off  the  soason  with  thi3  excellent 
film  recently  sho>m  on  Television,  A  must  for  those  who 
have  net  seen  It  and  an  extra  bonus  for  those  who  have, 

*10/20/82  "THE  ROAD  to  RUINS  &  RESTORATIONS  In  YANKEE  COUNTRY"  by  Roland  Robbins 

Mr,  Robbins  has  lectured  extensively  throughout  the  country  and 
describes  himself  as  the  "Pick  &  Shovel"  historian,  Thi3  lecturer, 
author,  photographer,  historian  and  archaeologist  presents  colorful 
and  entertaining  programs  on  Hidden  America, 

11/17/82  "BACKYARD  NATURAL  HISTORY  STUDIES"  by  "Chuck"  Roth  of  Littleton 

"Chuck"  Roth  is  Chief  Educator/Naturalist  for  Moss,  Audubon  Society 
and  has  headed  the  education  department  for  20  years.  He  is  the 
author  of  several  books  including  the  newly  published  "The  Wildlife 
Observers  Guidebook",  This  is  excellent  for  folks  who  like  to 
observe  wildlife  in  their  backyard.  Be  sure  to  bring  your  children, 

1/19/83  "NATURE  THROUGH  a  CAMH1A  LENS"  by  Mark  Wilson  of  Tewksbury 

Mark  Wilson  who  is  an  excellent  photographer  won  the  1981  Fitzgerald  ' 
Award  from  the  Boston  Globe  and  First  Place  in  a  Lowell  Sun  contest. 

He  also  got  honorable  mention  in  the  Natural  History  Magazine  of  1982, 
This  will  be  a  Mini-camera  course.  Maybe  you  got  a  new  camera  for 
Christmas  -  an  excellent  program  for  youl 

2/16/83  "OUR  NATIVE  BIRDS"  by  Phyllis  Huff  of  Chelmsford 

Well-known  bird  lecturer  for  adult  audiences  throughout  the  country 
and  has  worked  with  children  in  many  of  our  local  schools.  Miss  Huff 
is  a  remarkable  lady  in  many  fields.  As  a  wonderful  whistler  since 
early  childhood  doing  radio  programs  in  Maine,  she  finally  excelled 
in  bird  calls.  She  has  written  poetry  on  many  bird  species  and  has 
put  it  into  music, 

3/16/83  "BIRDS  and  BIRDING  with  BILL  &  MY  HARRIS"  of  Chelmsford 

Bill  &  May  Harris  are  the  club's  birdwalk  leaders.  They  have  led 
many  interesting  birdva  Iks  in  the  past  3  years  and  keep  us  posted 
on  tho  latest  bird  sightings.  Besides  being  excellent  birders, 
they  both  have  been  great  in  photographing  our  fine  feathered  friends 
and  have  given  us  very  enjoyable  programs  in  the  past  on  their  travel! 

4/20/83  "NATURE  SLIDES  by  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  FEDERATION"  by  Joyce  Marinel 


Joyce  Marinel,  past  president,  has  offered  to  shew  us  two  excellent 
Nationel  Wildlife  presentions  called  "Save  a  Place  for  Wildlife" 
and  "Bald  Eagle".  This  will  help  celebrate  National  Wildlife  Y.'eok. 


5/18/83  "POT-POURRI  NIGHT  on  our  ANNUAL  MEETING"  by  Y0U1 

Bring  up  to  20  slides,  prints,'  etc.  to  share  w ith  us  on  any  nature- 
oriented  subjects  to  help  celebrate  our  last  meeting  of  the  year, 

**************  ********* *  *** *********  ******** '**********•!(« 

MEMDEHSHIP;  $2,00  per  year  (May  to  May)  for  a  whole  family. 

For  further  information  on  the  above  and  other  cluh  activities  contact: 

Mike  Potsaid,  President  256-5123 

Joyco  Marinel,  Treasurer  649-7425 

Lil  Files,  Program  Chairman  692t2520 

H>***********#****iMI************  *********************  ******<HM>  *******  ***************** 


BIRD  WALKS 

All  our  birdwalk3  usually  stnrt  from  tho  Caldor's  Parking  Lot  in  C holms  ford 
at  6;00  A ,M,  SHARP  for  carpooling. 

SEPTEMBER  11  (Sat.)  (Raindate:  Sunday)  HAWIWATCH  at  Bowdltch  Hill,  Ashby 

SEPTEMBER  10  (Sat.)  (Raindnto:  Sunday)  PLUM  ISLAND  for  SHORE  BIRDS 

Other  Hawk  Watchos  fc  Shoro  Birding  anil  fuiuro  Winter  iUrdlng,  Eagles,  and 
Spring  Song  Birds  will  bo  announced  ut  our  monthly  meetings  and  in  tho 
Nowawookly  nowopnpor. 

FOR  FUHTHIH  T  NI-’PHMAT  I  OH  nri  HTRPWALKS  contact  our  club  leaders: 

Bill  A-.  May  Harris  of  Chelmsford  *•  25G-2D2H 


A  Shortage  of  Bluebird: 


If  nature  in  a  low  key  is  your  thing, 
then  the  bluebird  is  a  bird  for  you. 
Beautiful  to  look  at,  a  great  consumer 
of  bugs  and  insects  from  your  lawn  and 
garden,  a  song,  a  gentle  warble  that 
drifts  down  like  a  fleecy  summer  cloud 
from  its  perch  atop  a  bean  pole  or  lower 
dead  branch. 

Unlike  the  brilliant  scarlet  tanager 
whose  song  is  strident  and  penetrating, 
or  the  great  crested  flycatcher  whose 
whooping  and  whistling  is  sometimes 
enough  to  raise  the  dead,  the  bluebird 
presence  is  a  soothing  antidote  .in  a 
world  of  increasing  noise.  We  here  in 
the  hollow  feel  ourselves  very  lucky 
that  a  pair  of  bluebirds,  which  arrived 
in  the  last  days  of  March,  fled  during 
the  April  6  snowstorm,  reappeared  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  later,  and  finally  have  set¬ 
tled  on  a  nesting  box  near  the  garden 
and  are  sitting  on  five  eggs. 

Fine  you  say.  You’ll  put  up  a  nesting 
box  and  enjoy  a  family  of  bluebirds.  But 
it  is  not  that  easy.  You  may  have  to  wait 
years,  meanwhile  keeping  your  box  for 
bluebirds  clear  of  pesky  house  spar¬ 
rows. 

For  some  years  the  bluebirds,  espe¬ 
cially  here  in  the  Northeast,  have  been 
in  low  supply.  The  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  created  a  few  years 
ago,  is  devoted  to  increasing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  bluebirds,  not  just  the  Eastern 
species,  but  Western  and  mountain  blue- 


Birds  S7Zl?h 


Lloyd  S.  Jenkins 


birds  as  well.  Increased  nesting  facili¬ 
ties  is  one  of  the  ways  this  nationwide  | 
society  has  gone  about  their  project. 

Together  with  a  small  group  of  fellow  I 
Thoreauvians  we  recently  spent  a  pleas¬ 
ant  afternoon  with  Lillian  Files  of 
Tyngsboro.  Mrs.  Files  is  an  officer  of  I 
the  bluebird  society  and  devotes  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  promoting  the  cause  of 
bluebirds.  She  lectures  extensively,  tell¬ 
ing  her  audiences  how  they  can  help  I 
bluebirds.  She  has  built  and  erected  a  | 
bluebird  trail  of  142  nesting  boxes  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  her  home  town  and 
neighboring  Dunstable.  During  the  nest¬ 
ing  season  she  services  these  boxes  once 
a  week,  ridding  them  of  unwanted  house 
sparrows  and  recording  what  desirable 
species  are  in  the  occupied  boxes. 

The  April  snowstorm  was  a  major 
disaster  to  Mrs.  Files  project.  She  | 
picked  up  17  dead  bluebirds,  some  fro¬ 
zen  to  death  as  they  sat  on  their  eggs.  | 
Though  it  wiped  out  all  her  nesting  blue¬ 
birds,  Mrs.  Files  will  carry  on.  After  I 
weeks  of  waiting,  she  now  has  one  pair 
preparing  to  nest.  With  that  as  a  basis, 
she  hopes  to  build  up  her  colony  again. 
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WE  WELCOME  YOUR  NEWS  OF  THE  TOWN 


•  i  | 


TGBO-THIS  ANCIENT  GRAVE  MARKER  in  a  cemetery  just  over  the 
Tyngsboro  line  in  Nashua,  N.H.,  was  mentioned  by  Henry  David  Thoreau 
in  “A  Week  on  the  Concord  and  Merrimack  Rivers”  so  well-known  to  his 
followers.  On  the  stone,  barely  legible  now,  is  the  legend  ‘‘Here  lies  the 
Body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lund  Who  Departed  this  Life  Sept,  ye  5th  1724  in  the 
42nd  year  of  his  Age.  this  Man,  with  Seven  more  that  lies  in  this  Grave;  was 
Slew,  All  in  A  day,  by  the  Indians.”  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro, 
member  of  The  Thoreau  Society,  was  finally  successful  in  locating  the  old 
stone  and  stands  beside  it  here.  (Photo  by  Jean  Sougnez) 


Thoreau  Group  Doscovers 
Lost  Gravestone 


by  Mary  Ann  Hayward 

TGBO-The  Thoreau  Sauntering 
Club  met  at  the  home  of  Lillian 
Files  in  Tyngsborough  June  26. 
They  came  for  three  reasons.  First, 
to  see  a  pair  of  nesting  bluebirds  as 
Henry  David  Thoreau  mentions 
these  birds  forty-two  times  in  his 
journals  and  wrote  a  poem  on  the 
gentle  bluebirds.  Second,  to  enjoy 
their  potluck  supper  within  the 
mountain  view  from  the  Files’ 
backyard.  This  view  includes  Mt. 
Monadnock  which  Thoreau  climb¬ 
ed  many  times,  sometimes  with 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  Thirdly, 
and  mainly,  to  search  for  a 
graveyard  in  old  Dunstable  which  is 
mentioned  in  “A  Week  on  the  Con¬ 
cord  and  Merrimack  Rivers”  writ¬ 
ten  in  1849. 

Mrs.  Files  led  the  search  which 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  the 
participants.  Also  in  the  search  par¬ 
ty  was  Roland  Wells  Robbins, 
noted  archeologist  who  discovered 
the  site  of  Thoreau’s  cabin  at 
Walden  Pond. 

“A  Week  on  the  Concord  and 
Merrimack  Rivers”  was  an  account 
of  Henry’s  trip  down  those  rivers  in 
a  homemade  rowboat  in  1839  with 
his  brother  John.  First  accounts  of 
the  trip  in  his  journals  were  brief, 
amounting  to  four  pages  of  sparse 
entries.  By  the  Spring  following  the 
late  summer  excursion,  Henry  had 
decided  to  write  a  more  extensive 
account,  and  worked  on  it  through 
the  summer.  The  sudden  death  of 
his  brother  from  lockjaw  in  early 
1841  became  the  real  impetus  for 
the  book  with  the  added  goal  of 
creating  a  memorial  to  his  brother 
through  the  book.  A  “Week”  is  a 
pleasant  reflection  of  that  excursion 
interspersed  with  essays  of  varying 
length  and  subject  matter,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Thoreau’s  style.  The  sub¬ 
jects  ranged  from  fresh  water 
fishing  to  the  histories  of  the  com¬ 
munities  through  which  they  travel¬ 
ed,  to  friendship,  religion,  poetry, 
etc. 

Thoreau  actually  wrote  the  final 
drafts  .of  “A  Week”  while  at 
Walden  Pond.  When  he  wrote  in 
“Walden”  that  his  purpose  was  “to 
transact  some  private  business  with 
the  fewest  obstacles,”  he  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  “A  Week”. 

In  writing  of  the  local  histories  of 
the  towns  along  the  rivers,  Henry 
did  his  research  well.  In  the 
Tyngsborough-Dunstable  area  he 
read  Gookin’s  “Historical  Collec¬ 
tion  of  the  Indians  in  New 
England”  and  Fox’s  “History  of 
the  Old  Township  of  Dunstable.” 
In  fact,  the  latter  is  said  to  be  his 
most  frequently  quoted  source.  He 
obtained  a  .copy  of  this  bqok  in  a 


most  straight  forward  manner-by 
knocking  on  the  door  of  a  house  in 
Dunstable  and  asking  if  he  could 
purchase  the  book  when  he  found 
that  the  occupants  had  it  in  their 
possession! 

One  of  Henry’s  lengthy  essays  on 
religion  followed  a  quotation  from 
Fox’s  book  on  the  practice  of  erec¬ 
ting  a  “cage”  near  the  earliest 
meetinghouse  to  punish  those  who 
did  not  observe  the  Sabbath.  Those 
familiar  with  Thoreau’s  own  liberal 
religious  views  can  well  imagine  his 
abhorence  of  such  a  practice.  Many 
critics  reproached  “A  Week”  for  its 
expressions  of  pantheism. 

The  Search 

The  Thoreauvians  searched  for 
the  gravesite  of  Thomas  Lund,  one 
of  the  early  inhabitants  of  old 
Dunstable  who  braved  isolation  and 
Indian  raids  to  settle  this  area  in  the 
17th  century.  They  searched  for  his 
gravestone  at  the  Meetinghouse  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Dunstable,  the  Old 
Kendall  Road  Cemetery  and  the 
Drake-Tyng  Cemetery  in 
Tyngsborough  before  finding  the 
site  at  the  Little’s  Station  Cemetery 
in  So.  Nashua,  N.  H.  Nashua  was 
originally  part  of  the  land  grants  of 
nearly  3000  acres  which  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  Tyng  family 
and  was  named  for  their  mother’s 
birthplace  of  Dunstable,  England. 
The  original  meetinghouse  with  its 
adjacent  cage  was  located  about  a 
mile  south  where  a  stone  marker  is 
located  opposite  Demoulas  Super¬ 
market. 

In  1711,  when  there  were  seven 
fortified  houses  known  as  garrisons 
in  old  Dunstable,  Thomas  Lund’s 
home  was  one  of  them.  Troubles 
with  Indians  continued  for  years.  In 
1724  Lund  was  with  a  party  of 
about  ten  men  under  the  command 
of  Lt.  Ebenezer  French  who  pur¬ 
sued  the  Indian  captors  of  two  set¬ 
tlers  who  had  been  making  turpen¬ 
tine  in.  the  pine  forest  near  the 
Nashua  River..  Although  French 
was  warned  by  Josiah  Farwell,  an 
Indian  hunter,  to  skirt  the  trail  left 
by  the  Indians,  French  insisted  on 
the  direct  route  and  the  party  was 
ambushed.  All  but  Farwell  who 


wisely  hid  in  the  bushes  were  killed 
or  taken  captive.  According  to 
Nason’s  History  of  Dunstable, 
eight  bodies  were  recovered  and 
buried  in  a  common  grave.  The 
memorial  stone  says: 

“Momemto  Mori 
“Here  lies  the  Body  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lund.  Who  Departed  this! 
life,  Sept.  5th  1724  in  the  42  year  of 
his  Age.  This  man,  with  Seven  more) 
that  lies  in  this  Grave;  was  Slew,  All 
in  A  day,  by  the  Indiens.”  The  I 
Boston  Newsletter  reported  at  the  | 
time  that  the  other  men  were  Ben¬ 
jamin  Carter,  Ebenezer  French, 
Ebenezer  Cummings,  Oliverl 
Farwell,  Daniel  Baldwin,  John  Bur¬ 
bank,  and  a  Mr.  Johnson. 

Thoreau  commended  Josiah  I 
Farwell  for  being  the  only  one  of 
that  fateful  party  to  truly  unders¬ 
tand  the  business  of  tracking  In¬ 
dians.  He  went  on  to  fight  the! 
native  Americans  until  his  last  such 
battle  with  the  famous  Capt. 
Lovewell.  The  above  battle  served 
as  a  catalyst  for  heightened  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Indians.  Capt.  Lovewell 
led  many  such  expeditions  into  the 
wilderness.  The  final  march 
brought  them  to  what  is  now  known 
as  Lovewell’s  Pond  near  the  Saco 
River  in  Fryeburg,  Maine.  Here, 
Paugus,  the  famous  leader  of  the 
Pequawketts,  was  killed  along  with 
Lovewell  and  most  of  his  company. 

Henry  Thoreau  also  mentions 
Cromwell,  the  unethical  furtrader; 
friendly  Wannalancit,  loyal  friend 
of  Col.  Tyng;  the  Tyngsborough 
ferry,  and  First  Parish  of 
Tyngsborough,  to  name  a  few,  in 
‘A  Week”. 

The  1909  Village  Improvement 
Association  Annual  contains  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  “A  Week”  along  with  a 
copy  of  an  1870  photograph  of  the 
ferry.  One  of  the  excerpts  contains 
an  account  of  an  old  apple  tree  on  a 
riverside  farm  in  Tyngsborough. 
The  tree  was  marked  with  a  nail 
where  the  water  had  risen  in  the 
flood  of  1785.  The  tree  and  its  nail 
were  still  there  in  1839  when  the  trip 
was  made.  Henry  said  the  nail  was 
17-18  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
river.  The  farm  was  that  of  Lucien 
McLoon,  according  to  the  above 
Annual. 

Surely  many  a  naturalist  has  ap¬ 
preciated  Tyngsborough’s  land¬ 
scape  and  native  flora,  and  still 
does.  Imagine  that  Henry  David 
Thoreau  who  seemingly  came  to 
know  every  flower,  every  tree  at 
Walden  so  intimately,  once 
scrambled  up  the  bank  of  the  river 
at  Horseshoe  Bend  to  see  the  late 
summer  asters  and  goldenrod  there. 

He  did,  and  called  them  “golden 
.light”.  Think  further  that  Thoreau, 
the  essayist,  philosopher,  and 
amateur  historian,  was  all  of  these 
in  his  book  “A  Week  on  the  Con¬ 
cord  and  Merrimack  Rivers”,  in 
part,  through  inspirations  from 
Tyngsborough  and  old  Dunstable. 


r 

6»  1/3  W 

ass 


2!  3-  <->•  q.  “•  »-*• 

--  O  (D  , _ . 

a  j  C7TO  <<  o  ■ 

,  3  1  §■  89  “  2| 

.  Q-  <X>  OQ  “  O 


■tyffSdgir 

S<i>S§.S> 

3-  Ef  2  w.fi)  2 
CD  Cl  O  73  2. 
Cfl  .  w^ftT 


safz 
J?  _.Q 
5  3 


££: 


V) 


&3 


c/3  cr 
<d  ~ 

«-►  c  - 

s-g-H 

3  -■  =r 

r»^  (I 

3“  3- 
cd  w  3? 


D3 


TO  ^ 

O  •-“ 

2  <d  i 

Q- w  ^ 

§  go  ® 
fitt  „ 

=  S3 

<3;  •  w 
cr  q, 
»  -  CD 

"  H 

C«5B3 


3  ‘-J  cn 

I  3  o 

o»n 

§•3  3 

C/3  - 


_  < 
Zr  •— ■ 


'  V> 


ZL  a. 


3*  m 
(to? 
.„  n  2 
ps  a> 

M.  ff  CO 

O-'C  o 


5  2  3  ® 
ST3"3 

3  C/3 

3*  CD  CD- 


1 — ■•  *— 

Q-  O'  Cl 
•  O 
-X  Cfl 
_;cd  2 

C/3  CD 


03 


3  CO" 
O  3'3 
w^2,n 

S'fS'S 

CD  >-S 

03  a>  a. 

•-J  Cfl 

2.  “tj  ?r 

rt-CD  (S  3 
CD  >~t  O  — 

a3„ 

<d  C5 
cr  cfl  3 
CD  w  £13 

5*  ^  £3 
5to  J»  C 


.  05 


03 


Cfl 


<TO 


3  C  £3!  3  3'  ED  33  Cfl  O 

>  3  *-j  3  3  fD  •"» 

’"^Sc2=-2c^ 
,  >s  ©  ^  2?  2  e  3 
ojoa^Sm 

>2.^2  2S-B3 

-CD  _  <-»-Q,c/5  “03 

1  -  O'  15  3  ’O  OT 

i  cfl  2  2  3"  CD  °  1 

1  o'  2  2  2  w  *o  I 

CD  03  W  3  «-j-  e 
C  3“  CD  CD  SC  W 
-W  si  OJ  <D  o 

^03  «  *ff|  a-" 
r  3  D,  CD  o  CD  03 
tn  3  (fl  a2,a 

!  <  CD  o  3r'0  “•  CL 
'  <  n  C  0  CD  3 

,2  «  O  2  rt  O  3 

<-f-ETo2r,c/3*'0-CD 
— y  03  (->  3  Q.  03  iCl  •  Cfl 
~  a  Cfl  O  £-■  2  ^ 

00£>q'<0-^  3 

33g&3  ?  g 

3  ™  ~  00°  2 


2  3 
CD  Cfl 


2  T 

CD  T3 

•-*»  r— 

3-0^ 
CD  3 
cfl  <cra 
03  CD  _ 

a  ^  cd 

’  S*<  c: 

Crt3 
2  O  TO 
2c_ 

1  |-s  O 
a  S'  o 

w  3  x 
TO  <D 
£  *5  cfl 

<d  cr 

1  CD  C 
CD  0-T3 


S  3' 
2.to 
O  c« 


o 


03 


o  S.2  c 


Cfl 


Cfl 


Cfl  «< 

03  O  _ 

a  ^  ^  c 
•  2  SJto 

!c  "l® 
?r  c  3  w 

^  CD  3  • 

2  £  o  co 

a2  3  ar 


cfl  <;  ej- 
•a  <J  o 

H  2.  2-  o'  ffi 
ff  3  O  C'  (D 
<D  TO  3“  q,  <~t 
Cfl  <-»■  CD 
CD  O  ^ 

Cfl 


_  ->»  <  to  s; 

^  —  <  CD  3‘ 


§^53o> 
°  »  2  §  * 
2  £  2.  ^  3" 


Cfl 

CD 


2.  M  T  D 
CD 


Cfl  03 


2  cd  2  y» 

l  3  g.  |  Cfl  g- 
a  CD  CD  §5  H 

3!  cr  -  'C 
Cfl  tr  3-  ^  3 

«.  3  3  2.  ora 

03  CD  33  Cfl 
Cfl  33  o'  a  cr 
S'  o  03  o 
3T  ^  O  Cfl 
03  9*  <5 
Cfl  r3  CD 

3  Cfl 


3  S^'Ecd  » 

a  3  5' »  o  » 

3(TQ  CD  3  » 
cfl  k->  cr  os 

ST^g  o  3  s 

5=  S'  “  S05  3 
era  g.  3 


CD 


Cfl 


Cfl 


l&S  3. 


03 


So  Cfl  O  3T 
<  r-K  03  ^ 

03  3  CD  < 
O'  Cfl  - 
2^71° 

■  cd  -o  r 


O 


CD 


CO 


CWCtiSTMfls 

fc.  OWCETIWOS 


Bird  Club 
Announces 
Program  Schedule 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Club 
has  announced  its  schedule  of 
|  meetings  for  the  coming  year.  All 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public  and 
are  held  in  the  Littlefield  Library  on 
the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month 
at  7:30  p.m.  The  December  meeting 
will  be  omitted.  Refreshments  are 
served  at  each  meeting  and 
everyone  is  welcome. 

Family  membership  in  the  club  is 
$2  per  year.  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  from  Mike  Ptsaid, 
president  (256-5123);  Joyce 
Marinel,  treasurer  (649-7425);  or  Lil 
Files,  Program  chairman 
|  (692-2520). 

The  October  meeting  is  still  to  bTI 

I  announced,  but  for  the  rest  of  the  | 
I  year  the  programs  will  be: 

11  /  17-“Backyard  Natural! 
I  History  Studies”  by  “Chuck”  Roth 
of  Littleton:  “Chuck”  Roth  is 
Chief  Educator  /  Naturalist  for 
Mass.  Audubon  Society  and  has 
headed  the  education  department! 
for  20  years.  He  is  the  author  of  I 
several  books  including  the  newly! 
published  “The  Wildlife  Observer’s 
Guidebook.”  This  is  excellent  fori 
folks  who  like  to  observe  wildlife  ini 
I  their  backyard.  Be  sure  to  bring  | 
| your  children. 

V  /  19  /  83-“Nature  Through  a  I 
[Camera  Lens”  by  Mark  Wilson  of  I 
PTewksbury:  Mark  Wilson  who  is  an! 
[excellent  photographer  won  the 
1981  Fitzgerald  Award  from  the! 
Boston  Globe  and  First  Place  in  a  I 
Lowell  Sun  contest.  He  also  got 
honorable  mention  in  the  Natural 
History  Magazine  of  1982.  This  will 
be  a  Mini-camera  course.  Maybe 
you  got  a  new  camera  for 
Christmas-an  excellent  program  for  | 
you! 


2  /  16-“Our  Native  Birds”  by 
Phyllis  Huff  of  Chelmsford:  Well- 
known  bird  lecturer  for  adult  au¬ 
diences  throughout  the  country  and 
has  worked  with  children  in  many  I 
of  our  local  schools.  Miss  Huff  is  a 
remarkable  lady  in  many  fields.  As 
a  wonderful  whistler  since  early 
childhood  doing  radio  programs  in 
Maine,  she  finally  excelled  in  bird 
calls.  She  has  written  poetry  on 
many  bird  species  and  has  put  it  in¬ 
to  music. 

I  3/16-“Birds  and  Birding  with  Bill 
and  May  Harris”  of  Chelmsford: 
Bill  and  May  Harris  are  the  club’s 
birdwalk  leaders.  They  have  led 
many  interesting  birdwalks  in  the 
past  3  years  and  keep  us  posted  on 
the  latest  bird  sightings.  Besides  be¬ 
ing  excellent  birders,  they  both  have 
been  great  in  photographing  our 
fine  featured  friends  and  have  given 
us  very  enjoyable  programs  in  the 
past  on  their  travel. 

4/20-“Nature  Slides  by  National 
Wildlife  Federation”  by  Joyce 
Marinel:  Joyce  Marinel,  past  presi¬ 
dent,  has  offered  to  show  us  two  ex¬ 
cellent  National  Wildlife  presenta¬ 
tions  called  “Save  a  Place  for 
Wildlife”  and  “Bald  Eagle”.  This 
will  help  celebrate  National  Wildlife 
Week. 

5  /  18-“Pot-Pourri  Night  on  our 
Annual  Meeting”  by  YOU!:  Bring 
up  to  20  slides,  prints,  etc.  to  share  I 
with  us  on  any  nature-oriented  sub¬ 
jects  to  help  celebrate  our  last  | 
meeting  of  the  year. 
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Bird  Society  To 
Show  Peterson 
Film  Sept.  15 

|  TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
I  Society  is  fortunate  to  be  able  to 
start  off  the  new  season  of  pro- 
I  grams  with  an  excellent  film,  “The 
Nature  of  Things”  by  Roger  Tory 
Peterson.  It  was  recently  shown  on 
television,  and  is  a  must  for  those 
who  have  not  seen  it,  an  extra 
bonus  for  those  who  have.  The  date 
is  Sept.  15.  All  meetings  of  the 
Society  are  held  at  the  Littlefield 
Library  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
the  month  at  7:30  p.m.,  except  for 
the  October  meeting  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Unitarian  Church  in 
Tyngsboro.  Admission  is  always 
free.  Refreshments  are  served. 
Please  come,  and  bring  a  friend. 

Two  Bird  Outings 
Bill  and  May  Harris  are  leading 
two  bird  outings  this  month.  On 
Saturday,  Sept.  1 1,  we  will  be  going 
to  Plum  Island.  There  is  a  good 
chance  to  see  a  Peregrine  Falcon,  a 
Merlin  Hawk,  and  a  Marsh  Hawk. 
Other  birds  likely  to  be  seen  are 
Loons,  Gannets,  Teals,  Pintails  and 
migrating  warblers.  Raindate:  Sun¬ 
day,  Sept.  12.  Last  month  a  group 
of  us  went  to  Plum  Island  and 
observed  many  birds,  the  highlights 
being  the  Least  Bittern,  pure  white 
immature  little  Blue  Heron,  Snowy 
Egret,  Green-winged  Teal, 
Gallinules  and  a  flock  of  thousands 
of  migrating  Tree  Swallows. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  18,  we  will  be 
going  to  Bowditch  Hill  in  Ashby, 
for  a  Hawkwatch.  There  is  a  short 
|  climb.  The  Broadwing  Hawk 
migration  should  be  well  underway. 
Raindate:  Sunday,  Sept.  19.  These 
a$.  all  our  outings  start  from  the 
Caldor’s  Parking  Lot  in 
Chelmsford  at  8  a.m.  Sharp  for  car- 
pooling.  Everyone  is  invited. 

For  information  about  the 
meeting  call  Mike  Potsaid  256-5123, 
for  the  outings  call  Bill  Harris 
256-2128/ 


TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
I  Society’s  first  meeting  of  the  season 
on  September  15  opened  with  aj 
welcome  from  new  club  president,! 
Mike  Potsaid  who  stated  that 
I  members  attend  the  club’s  meetings 
for  two  reasons,  because  they  have 
common  interests  and  they  like  each  ( 
other’s  company.  That  common  in¬ 
terest  in  birds  and  nature  leads^  to 
healthy  values  such  as  conservation, 

|  said  Mr.  Potsaid  who  has  as  his  goal 
for  this  year  increasing  the  club’s 
membership.  He  encouraged 
members  to  list  friends  who  would 
be  interested  in  the  meetings,  and 
urge  them  to  attend.  These  meetings 
are  very  interesting  and  informative; 
one  need  not  be  an  expert  on  birds  or 
any  aspect  of  nature.  Learning 
about  nature  through  others  is 
perhaps  the  best  avenue. 

Program  Chairman  Lillian  Files 
was  presented  with  a  basket  of 
flowers  from  the  club  in  apprecia- 
!  tion  of  her  efforts  in  arranging  the 
club’s  programs.  Mrs.  Files  said,  “I 
wouldn’t  do  it  if  I  weren’t  enthused 
about  it.”  Enthusiasm  is  the  one 
| word  description  of_Mrs.  Files  who 

[puts  just  that  into  everything  she' 
does. 

The  Bird  Society  members  signed 
a  get-well  card  for  Head  Librarian 
Christina  Bell  who  has  been  in  the 
hospital  this  past  month.  The  club’s 
meetings  are  held  in  the  library. 

[  “Mrs.  Bell  has  been  very  kind  to 
us,”  said  Lillian  Files. 

Summer  Bird  Patients 

Club  member  Lauren  Chaney  of 
Dunstable  brought  a  baby  cedar 
waxwing  to  the  meeting  and  talked 
about  her  summer  bird  patients. 
Mrs.  Chaney  is  well-known  for  her 
amazing  healing  talents  with  birds. 
She  quickly  gains  the  confidence  of 
the  injured  or  sick  birds  which  are 
oftembrought  to  her  by  others,  and 
is  able  to  hand-feed  them  to  nurse 
them  back  to  health  for  eventual 
release  and  self-dependency.  She 
feeds  the  birds  a  mash  of  raw  ham- 
burg,  cooked  fresh  peas,  boiled  eggs 
and  worms.  The  cedar  waxwing 
whose  wing  had  been  broken  perch¬ 
ed  on  Mrs.  Chaney’s  hand  and  ate 
from  the  other  hand. 

R.T.  Peterson  Film 

The  evening’s  program  included  a 
film  “The  Nature  of  Things”  on 
Roger  Tory  Peterson,  reknown  bird 
|  guide  author  and  artist.  As  an 
advocate-at-large  for  the  world’s 
I ^wildlife  and  through  his  field  guides, 

1  Peterson  has  been  a  key  influence  on 
the  birth  and  growth  of  the  en¬ 
vironmental  movement.  He  is  a 
dynamic  individual  who  has  filled 
his  life  with  many  accomplishments 
as  an  artist,  lecturer,  photographer, 
biologist  and  naturalist.  His  message 
to  his  followers  is  best  summed  up  in 
this  quote,  “Optimism  is  the  answer, 
pessimism  has  no  future.” 

The  film  also  included  beautiful 
cinematography  of  birds.  The  added 
benefit  of  a  large  screen  afforded  the 


club  members  some  beautiful  views. 

Plum  Island  Trip 
Bill  Harris,  the  club’s  bird  walk 
co-leader,  reported  on  the  recent  trip 
to  Plum  Island  for  Shore  Birding  on 
Sept.  11  which  proved  successful 
due  to  the  passing  cold  front.  He 
also  summarized  the  bird  walks  of 
the  past  year  encouraging  members 
to  join  in  the  future  walks.  He  said, 
“We’re  not  pros,  but  we  have  a  lot 
of  fun.” 

Hawk  Watch 

A  few  days  after  the  meeting,  Mr. 
Harris  reported  to  the  Newsweekly 
on  the  successful  Hawk  watch  of 
Sept.  18.  The  hawk  watch  was  well 
attended  by  members  of  the  bird 
club.  From  a  high  hill  in  Ashby 
members  watched  in  awe  as  225 
hawks  passed  overhead  in  the  annual 
Fall  migration.  Of  that  nuumber, 
189  were  broad  wings.  Seven  species 
of  hawks  were  observed,  including  a 
close  look  at  a  lone  osprey  and  a  lone 
vulture.  Until  Sept.  20,  804  hawks 
have  been  counted  by  members  of 
I  the  North  American  Hawkwatch 
Association  at  Ashby  alone, 
reported  Mr.  Harris. 

The  club  urges  everyone  to  watch 
for  migrating  hawks  in  September 
and  October. 

Next  Meeting 

October  20  is  the  date  of  the  next 
I  bird  club  meeting.  The  scheduled 
program  has  been  postponed  to  next 
year;  watch  the  Newsweekly  for  the 
new  program  announcement  for 
that  meeting. 


Bird  Society  To  Present 
Wildlife  Slides  Oct.  20 


TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  will  present  two  National 
Wildlife  Federation  nature 
slideshows  for  its  Wednesday,  Oc¬ 
tober  20  program.  The  first,  “Save 
a  Place  for  Wildlife,”  discusses  the 
conservation  efforts  being  made  by 
the  government,  various  organiza¬ 
tions  and  hard  working  individuals. 
It  will  help  us  understand  what  we 
can  do  as  concerned  citizens  to  help 
with  the  many  faceted  conservation 
effort.  The  second  slideshow, 
“Bald  Eagle,”  is  a  revealing  presen¬ 
tation  which  discusses  the  life 


Bird  Society 
Sees  Wildlife 
Film  Show 

TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  met  on  October  20.  The 
originally  planned  program  of  a 
talk  by  noted  archeologist  Roland 
Robbins  was  postponed  due  to  the 
illness  of  the  speaker.  Instead,  two 
slide  programs  of  the  National 
Wildlife  Federation  were  shown. 

Bird  Walk 

Bill  Harris  announced  that  he 
hoped  to  organize  a  bird  walk  to 
Salisbury  the  following  Friday. 
Winter  birds,  such  as  snow  buntings 
and  horned  larks,  might  be  seen  on 
this  trip. 

Bill  and  his  wife  Mae  intended  to 
participate  in  the  official 
hawkwatch  for  North  America  on 
October  23  and  24.  They  reported 
the  probability  of  sighting  eagles 
and  rough-legged  hawks  from  a 
favorite  hawkwatch  sight  at 
Bowditch  Hill  in  Ashby. 

Migrations  Under  Way 

The  Harrises  and  several  other 
members  of  the  bird  club  gave  ex¬ 
cellent  accounts  of  birding  at  Great 
Meadows  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Con¬ 
cord.  With  the  ongoing  fall  migra¬ 
tion,  this  is  an  excellent  location  for  | 
sighting  were  pintails,  widgeons, 
black  ducks,  mallards,  wood  ducks, 
greges,  rails,  and  snow  geese.  Other  I 
birds  seen  there  were  osprey,  great 
blue  herons,  American  bittern,  and 
even  a  peregrine  falcon. 

Lillian  Files  brought  a  fox  spar¬ 
row  (deceased)  and  a  sick  black-poll 
warbler  to  the  meeting.  The  former 
had  flown  into  a  window  at  the 
Files  home;  the  latter  was  found  by 
a  neighbor  and  Mrs.  Files  put  him 
under  the  care  of  the  bird  society’s 
“Bird  Doctor”,  Lauren  Chaney. 
Identification  of  both  birds  was 
given  by.  Father  Previs  who  is  a 
highK  knowledgeable  birder  with 
an  extensive  bird  list. 


history  of  our  national  bird,  the 
problems  it  has  encountered  while 
attempting  to  coexist  with  man,  and 
the  efforts  being  made  to  save  this 
endangered  bird.  The  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  Littlefield  Library  in 
Tyngsboro,  not  at  the  First  Parish 
Church  in  Tyngsboro,  as  previously 
announced.  As  usual,  admission  is 
free  and  refreshments  served.  Come 
make  some  new  friends.  Bring  a 
friend  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  20,  at 
7:30  p.m.  For  information,  call 
Mike  Potsaid  256-5123. 


Free  Publication 

Mrs.  Files  alerted  club  members 
|  to  the  need  to  sign  up  annually  for 
‘Mass.  Wildlife”  a  free  publication 
[of  the  Dept,  of  Fish  afui  Game. 
This  department  is  forced  to  review 
its  mailing  list  more  frequently  due 
to  budget  cutbacks.  Normally 
published  on  a  monthly  basis,  the 
frequency  of  publication  may  also 
suffer  a  cutback  contingent  on 
I  funds. 

The  slide  programs  presented 
|  were  “We  Care  About  Eagles”  and 
‘Save  A  Place  for  Wildlife”. 

Our  national  symbol,  the  bald 
leagle,  is  unfortunately  also  an  en¬ 
dangered  species.  Of  threat  to  the 
lbald  eagle  is  overdevelopment,  ran- 
Idom  shootings,  streams  polluted  by 
|cropdusting,  the  slides  revealed. 

An  eagle  is  an  amazing  sight  by 
I  itself,  as  several  members  attested, 
some  of  the  impressivfc  slides  in  the 
[program  showed  large  flocks  of 
lbald  eagles  perched  in  trees  in 
(Alaska.  This  incredible  sight  was 
(located  near  the  birds’  fishing 
Iwaters. 

At  the  end  of  this  program, 

I  Dunstable  resident  Donald  Ken¬ 
nedy  recalled  seeing  bald  eagles  as  a 
child  on  a  Dunstable  farm.  The  last 
time  he  noted  seeing  a  bald  eagle  in 
his  diary  was  in  1930.  That  bird  had 
| an  eight  foot  wingspan! 

The  last  slide  show,  “Save  a 
I  Place  for  Wildlife,”  was  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  defending  wildlife 
habitat  through  saving  wetlands, 
wildlife  refuges,  speaking  out 
knowledgeably  at  rezoning  hear¬ 
ings,  writing  letters  to  newspaper 
editors  and  congresspeople,  and  set- 
Iting  up  bluebird  trails. 

Next  Meeting  Nov.  17 
The  next  meeting  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will  be 
on  November  17  when  the  club  will 
have  as  speaker  Chuck  Roth,  Chief 
educator  for.Mass.  Audubon  Socie¬ 
ty.  He  will  speak  on  “Backyard  i 
Natural  History  Studies.”  The  bird 
society  meets  in  the  Bessie  Norris 
Room  of  the  Littlefield  Library. 
Anyone  interested  in  nature- and 
birding  is  invited  to  attend. 


“Backyard  Natural 
History”  Nov.  17  At 
Tyngs.  Library 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
|  Society  is  delighted  to  announce  that 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  November 
1 17  meeting  will  be  “Chuck”  Roth  of 
(Littleton.  His  program  is  entitled 
“Backyard  Natural  History 
Studies.”  Chuck  is  Chief  Educator/ 
Naturalist  for  the  Mass.  Audubon 
Society  and  has  headed  its  Educa¬ 
tion  Department  for  20  years.  He  is 
the  author  of  several  books  in¬ 
cluding  the  newly  published  “The 
Wildlife  Observer’s  Guidebook”  as 
well  as  the  popular  “The  Farm 
Book.”  This  is  an  excellent  program 
for  folks  who  like  to  observe  wildlife 
I  in  their  backyard.  Be  sure  to  bring 
I  your  children.  As  usual,  the  meeting 
(will  be  at  the  Littlefield  Library  in 
[Tyngsboro,  Wednesday,  Nov.  17, 
7:30  p.m.  Admission  is  free. 

|  Refreshments  served. 

For  information,  call  Mike  Pot- 
Isaid,  256-5123.  I 


[Bird  Club  Hears 
Charles  Roth 


TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  enjoyed  an  interesting  talk 
by  Chuck  Roth,  Chief  Educator  / 
Naturalist  for  the  Mass.  Audubon 
Society,  on  “Backyard  Natural 
(History  Studies.”  Head  of  the 
Education  Department  for  Mass. 

|  Audubon  for  some  twenty  years, 
Mr.  Roth  has  also  found  time  to 
write  several  books  on  nature.  His 
(current  book,  “The  Wildlife 
(Observer’s  Guidebook,”  is  a 
manual  of  tips  for  the  amateur’s 
|  study  of  nature  found  in  the  city  or 
country. 

Prior  to  Mr.  Roth’s  talk,  the  bird 
club’s  members  reported  on  their 
own  sightings  and  nature  activities. 
The  club’s  program  director  Lil  Files 
reported  on  the  recent  North 
American  Bluebird  Society’s 


meeting  which  she  attended.  Of  | 
those  attending  the  meeting  from  the 
East,  reports,  indicated  New 
England  bluebird  populations  suf¬ 
fered  the  most  from  the  April 
snowstorm.  Other  Easterners 
reported  having  populations  similar 
to  or  better  than  previous  years. 
Mrs.  Files  displayed  a  pair  ofj 
mounted  bluebirds  for  which  she  is 
licensed  in  Mass,  and  federally.  She 
had  mounted  three  pairs  of j 
bluebirds,  all  victims  of  the  April 
storm;  of  these,  she  donated  one 
pair  to  Mass.  Audubon,  and  one 
pair  to  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society. 

Bird  Farm 

Mrs.  Files  also  told  of  Ellis  Bird 
Farm  in  Alberta,  Canada.  At  one  | 
More  On  Page  38 


time  a  private  farm  with  a  bluebird 
trail  started  by  its  owner,  it  is  now 
owned  by  Union  Carbide  which 
agreed  to  certain  stipulations  with 
the  sale.  These  were  that  the  owner 
and  his  sister  could  remain  in 
residence  in  the  farmhouse,  and  that 
Union  Carbide  would  maintain  the 
bluebird  trail  after  their  deaths.  The 
company  has  appropriated  $25r°,f^r 


the  bluebird  program. 

Feeding  Birds 

Birdwalk  coordinator  Bill  Harris 
advises  birders  that  light  feeding  is 
the  best  course  at  this  time  for  those 
who  wish  to  begin  winter  bird 
feeding.  He  urged  those  who  do 
decide  to  feed  the  birds  to  do  so  with 
the  intent  to  continue  through  to  Sr- 
ing  as  much  harm  is  done  when 
feeding  is  stopped  in  midwinter. 

Chuck  Roth  encouraged  club 
members  in  looking,  seeing,  and 
observing  the  activity  around  their 
yards  in  his  presentation.  He  advised 
time,  patience  and  some  training  is 
|  necessary  in  learning  to  observe 
nature.  His  book  contains  “quick 
look”  games  which  give  training  in 
reliably  seeing  things  in  a  short 
period  of  time.  Similar  to  wildlife’s 
ability  to  recognize  slight  distur¬ 
bances  in  their  environment,  it  is 
also  because  of  this  ability  that  it  is 
necessary  for  people  to  train  their 
I  reflexes  to  quickly  see  and  record 
I  clues  mentally. 


Mr.  Roth  recommends  note  tak¬ 
ing  in  observing  patterns  of  behavior 
and  other  observations  of  nature. 
Use  of  notebooks  and  /  or  tape 
recorders  were  suggested  with 
photography  only  as  a  final  record 
after  observation.  Often  times  recor¬ 
ding  observations  help  in  connecting 
all  the  facts  gathered. 


Clues 

Using  various  specimens,  the 
speaker  showed  examples  of  clues.  A 
pinecone  chewed  into  a  cob  is 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  red 
squirrels  in  the  area.  A  gnawed 
acorn  is  another;  a  gray  squirrel 
shatters  an  acorn.  Other  behavioral 
areas  to  observe  in  wildlife  are 
elimination,  exploratory,  shelter¬ 
seeking,  self-maintenance,  court¬ 
ship  and  agonistic  (submission  and 
aggression). 

There  are  still  many  common 
things  to  be  explored  by  the  in¬ 
terested  amateur,  for  instance, 


where  do  spring  peepers  go  to  in  the 
summer  and  winter?  Mr.  Roth 
theorized  that  they  may  hibernate 
near  tree  roots  using  the  tunnels 
along  them  for  access.  Their  spring 
and  fall  activity  is  triggered  by  the 
length  of  the  day.  But  how  do  they 
manage  to  travel  from  underground 
when  the  surface  is  snow  covered? 
Heat  absorbed  by  trees  melts  the 
snow  next  to  the  tree  base  which 
leads  one  to  theorize  along  with  Mr. 
Roth  that  perhaps  the  peepers’ 
hibernation  spot  is  near  the  tree 
base. 


This  is  but  one  area  where  obser¬ 
vations  of  behavior  and  extending 
ones  senses  add  to  an  individual’s  in¬ 
formation  and  humanities  store  of 
knowledge.  Mr.  Roth’s  book  con¬ 
tains  valuable  information  and  tips 
on  seeing  what  you  are  missing. 

The  next  meeting  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will  be 
January  19  when  mark  Wilson,  an 
award-winning  local  photographer, 
will  speak  on  “Nature  Through  a 
Camera  Lens.” 


November  11982  —  TH1  SPIRIT 


Bluebirds  may  be  enticed  to  return 
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GROTON  —  Lillian  Files  of  the  North 
I  American  Bluebird  Society,  discussing 
I  bluebirds  with  the  Groton  Garden 
1  Club. 


I  GROTON  —  Indian  summer  and 
bluebirds  -  this  was  the  treat  that  the 
Groton  Garden  Club  had  when  their 
November  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Historical  Society  Schoolhouse  in 
I  Dunstable. 

Lillian  Files,  president  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  a  director  of 
the  North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
was  the  guest  speaker,  thrilling  all  the 
members  with  the  fact  that  the 
bluebirds  are  coming  back  to  New 


England,  but  need  help  to  encourage 
them. 

They  have  become  a  rarity  in  this  area 
because  of  two  distinct  reasons:  one,  of 
course,  the  random  use  of  pesticides  in 
the  past,  and  two,  the  fact  that  they 
build  their  nests  in  dead  trees  or 
fenceposts,  in  holes  dug  out  by  | 
woodpeckers  in  their  search  for  grubs. 
Dead  trees  in  the  woods  are  being  cut 
for  firewood,  however,  and  wooden  I 
fenceposts  are  being  replaced  by  metal 
ones. 

A  very  simple  wood  nesting  box  can 
be  made  by  almost  anyone  and,  placed 
strategically,  could  entice  a  bluebird 
family  to  take  up  residence  in  the  back  I 
yard,  Files  said.  She  recommended  a 
book  by  Lawrence  Zelany,  “The 
Bluebird”,  as  an  excellent  reference. 

A  talented  member  of  the  Garden 
Club  has  designed  a  very  handsome! 
wrapping  paper  of  historical  homes  and 
buildings  in  the  Groton  and  West 
Groton  areas.  It  has  been  printed  in 
dark  blue  ink  on  ecru  paper  and  is 
available  for  sale  from  any  Garden  Club 
member.  The  paper  is  great  for 
wrapping  that  special  Christmas  gift,  or 
giving  as  a  gift  to  someone. 

Coffee,  cider  and  doughnut  holes 
were  enjoyed  by  all  throughout  the 
meeting. 


Indian  Summer 

a 


GROTON  -  Indian  Sum- 
Imer  and  Bluebirds!  This 
Iwas  the  treat  that  the 
I  Groton  Garden  Club  had 
(when  their  November 
Meeting  ws  held  at  the 
Historical  Society 
|  Schoolhouse  in  Dunstable. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Files, 
President  of  the  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society,  and  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  was  the 
Guest  Speaker,  thrilling  us 
all  with  the  fact  that  the 
Bluebirds  are  coming  back 
to  New  England,  but  need 
our  help  to  encourage 
them.  They  have  become  a 
rarity  in  this  area,  because 
of  two  distinct  reasons. 
One,  of  course,  being  our 
random  use  of  pesticides  in 
the  past,  and,  two,  the  fact 
that  they  build  their  nests 
in  dead  trees  or  fenceposts, 
in  holes  dug  out  by  Wood¬ 
peckers  in  their  search  for 
|  grubs.  Dead  trees  in  the 
woods  are  being  cut  up  for 
woodburning  stoves,  and 


wooden  fenceposts  are 
being  replaced  by  metal 
ones.  A  very  simple 
wooden  nesting  box  can  be 
made  by  most  anyone,  and, 
placed  strategically,  could 
entice  a  Bluebird  family  to 
take  up  residence  in  your 
back  yard.  Mrs.  Files 
recommended  a  book  by 
Lawrence  Zelany,  “The 
Bluebird,”  as  an  excellent 
reference. 

A  talented  member  of 
The  Garden  Club  has 
designed  a  very  handsome 
wrapping  paper,  of 
Historical  Homes  and 
Buildings  in  the  Groton  and 
West  Groton  areas.  It  has 
been  printed  in  dark  blue 
ink  on  ecru  paper  and  is 
available  for  sale  from  any 
Garden  Club  member. 
Great  for  wrapping  that  9 
special  Christmas  gift,  or 
giving  as  a  gift  to  someone. 

Coffee,  cider  and 
doughnut  holes  were  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  throughout  the 
meeting. 


[Bird  Society  To 
Hear  Camera 
Expert  Jan.  19 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  will  start  the  new  year  off  on 
Jan.  19  with  a  program  which  should 
interest  all  camera  buffs.  The  pro¬ 
gram,  “Nature  Through  a  Camera 
Lens,”  will  be  presented  by  Mark 
Wilson  of  Tewksbury.  Mark  is  an 
outstanding  photographer  and  win¬ 
ner  of  the  1981  Fitzgerald  Award 
from  the  Boston  Globe  and  First 
Place  in  a  Lowell  Sun  contest.  He 
has  also  received  honorable  mention 
in  the  Natural  History  Magazine  of 
1982.  This  will  be  a  camera  mini¬ 
course.  If  you  would  like  to  improve 
your  camera  skills  with  a  focus 
toward  nature  photography,  this 
will  be  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
you.  The  date  is  Jan.  19  at  7:30  p.m. 

|  at  the  Littlefield  Library  in 
Tyngsboro.  Admission  free. 
Refreshments  served.  Bring  a  friend. 

|  For  information,  call  Mike  Potsaid  | 
256-5123.  ' 


“Our  Native  Birds” 
Program  Feb.  16  At 
Littlefield  Library 

TGBO-Phyllis  Huff,  a  well 
known  natural  history  lecturer  will 
present  the  next  program  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  entitled 
“Our  Native  Birds,”  on  Feb.  16 1 
Phyllis  needs  no  introduction  to 
hundreds  of  local  residents  who 
have  come  up  through  area  schools. 
For  many  years  she  has  lectured  to 
school  children  as  well  as  to  many 
other  groups,  including  scouts, 
church  and  garden  clubs.  Besides  I 
her  lovely  slides  and  charming  anec¬ 
dotal  stories,  Phyllis  amazes  her  au¬ 
dience  with  her  remarkable  whistl¬ 
ing  ability.  A  whistling  prodigy 
from  her  youth  in  Maine,  she  im¬ 
itates  dozens  of  birds.  Come  and  be 
delighted.  The  meeting  is  Wed.  Feb. 
16,  7:30  p.m.,  the  Littlefield 
Library,  Tyngsboro.  Admission  is 
[free.  Refreshments  served. 


Speaker  At  Bird 
Society:  “Birds  Are 
Smart  People” 

TGBO-“ Where  have  all  the  birds 
gone?”  was  the  question  that  began 
the  February  meeting  of  the 
I.Tyngsborough  Bird  Society.  Club 
president  Mike  Potsaid  explained 
that  several  people  have  noted  low 
numbers  of  birds  at  feeders  this 
winter.  In  fact,  Mass.  Audubon  has 
printed  a  pamphlet  on  this  very  sub¬ 
ject. 

Few  Birds 

The  snowless  first  half  of  this 
season  has  enabled  the  birds  to 
forage  for  wild  plant  seeds  with 
greater  ease  than  normal  without  the 
dependence  for  bird  feeders.  But  for 
those  birds  subsisting  on  a  diet  of 
hard  mast  foods  (nuts),  times  are 
tough  due  to  the  gypsy  moth  inva¬ 
sion.  For  this  reason  bluejays  have 
sought  better  foraging  areas. 
Evening  Grosbeaks 
Bill  Harris  told  the  club  of  the 
many  evening  grosbeaks  in  his 
neighborhood,  though  he 
characterized  this  year  as  the  “year 
of  the  purple  finch”  due  to  their 
numbers.  North  American  Hawk- 
watch  reports  a  scarcity  of  red  tail 
hawks,  he  also  reported.  The  Har¬ 
rises  recent  trips  to  Plum  Island  have 
yielded  sightings  of  snowy  owl,  short 
eared  owl,  and  a  saw  whet,  which 
Bill  Harris  described  as  “the  cutest 
thing  I  ever  saw.” 

Bird  Epidemic 

Lil  Files  told  the  club  of  an 
epidemic  discovered  of  late  in  the 
local  bird  populace.  She  was  alerted 
to  the  problem  by  Mrs.  Maxwell 
Sherburne  of  Tyngsborough  who 
noticed  large  numbers  of  house  spar¬ 
rows  dying  around  her  home.  Mrs. 
Files  took  one  of  the  birds  to  Mass. 
Audubon  for  an  autopsy  which 
revealed  a  type  of  typhoidism  caused 
by  salmonella  bacteria.  The  bacteria 
lives  in  the  birds  in  a  benign  state  un¬ 
til  a  stressful  situation,  such  as  cold, 
is  encountered.  The  illness  is  spread 


by  droppings.  White  throated  spar¬ 
rows  reportedly  have  been  affected 
as  well.  A  cardinal  found  in  Lowell 
was  brought  to  the  meeting  by 
Lauren  Chaney  which  it  was  agreed 
should  be  autopsied  as  well  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  this  species  is  also  experienc¬ 
ing  the  illness. 

Miss  Huff’s  Talk 

The  speaker  for  this  meeting  was 
Phyllis  Huff  of  Chelmsford  who  is 
renowned  for  her  whistling  and 
knowledge  of  birds.  She  presented  a 
tremendously  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  slide  program. 

The  series  began  with  a  bit  about 
‘  ‘what  a  bird  is,  ”  including  its  evolu¬ 
tion  from  reptilian  ancestors.  Did 
you  know  birds  actually  walk  on 
their  toes?  What  we  may  think  of  as 
a  knee  joint  is  actually  the  heel  of  a 
bird’s  foot.  The  highly  sensitive 
senses  and  reflexes  of  birds  make 
them  creatures  of  a  simultaneous 
“see-hear-pounce”  nature,  explain¬ 
ed  Phyllis  Huff. 

The  guest  speaker  believes  that 
everything  has  a  reason  for  being. 
She  said  feeding  birds  is  of  necessity 
now  because  development  of  wild 
areas  has  forced  birds  into  smaller 
areas,  thus  upsetting  the  balance  of 
nature. 

Many  of  the  scenes  shown  came 
right  from  Ms.  Huff’s  own 
backyard.  The  wide  variety  of  birds 
at  her  feeders  was  envied  by  several 
at  the  meeting.  Obviously,  the  birds 
know  where  the  best  food  is. 

Phyllis  Huff  made  the  slide  show 
most  enjoyable  with  a  quip  and  a 
bird  call  for  every  scene.  She  seems 
to  know  each  species  personally. 
Having  been  whistling  since  age  four  j 
and  imitating  birds  since  age  Five,  I 
her  talent  is  remarkable  to  say  the 
least.  Her  fond  aDDreciation  for  or- 1 
nithology  glows  with  her  words,] 
“Birds  are  smart  people.” 


V  i 


| January  21,  1983] 
[The  Harvard  Postl 


Harvard  Garden  Club 

The  Harvard  Garden  Club’s  Janu 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Mond, 
January  31  at  12  noon  at  the  Congrei 
tional  Church.  Lucille  Hughes  and  1 
committee  will  serve  refreshments. 

Lillian  Lund  Files  will  speak 
bluebirds.  The  bluebird  population  1 
dramatically  declined  in  the  last  50  ye: 
i  because  of  lack  of  nesting  areas.  Files,  w 
[  is  New  England  director  of  the  Nor 
American  Bluebird  Society,  will  expla 
and  show  slides  of  solutions  to  tl 
problem. 

A  hat  will  be  passed  for  the  club’s  annu 
contribution  to  World  Gardening,  whir 
includes  CARE.  Members  are  asked 
bring  a  donation. 


ROTARY  CLUB 
OF  MARBLEHEAD 

Presented  to 

_ _ LILLIAN  FILES _ 

In  appreciation  for  your  participation 
in  our  Luncheon  Program. 


fix¬ 

ate 
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Secretary 


1. 7 lie  Spirit  op  ’76  ” 


Abbot  Hall 


Marblehead,  Massachusetts 


“The  Spirit  of  ’76”  in  the  Selectmen’s  Room  of  Abbot  Hall  in  Marblehead  was  painted  by 
Archibald  M.  Willard  of  Ohio.  This  painting,  symbolizing  the  spirit  of  the  American  Revolution, 
was  exhibited  at  the  nation’s  1876  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia  and  “stirred  the  heart  of 
the  nation’’.  It  was  sent  on  tour  of  several  major  cities  and  then  purchased  by  General  John  H. 
Devereux  and  presented  to  his  native  town,  Marblehead,  “  .  .  .  whose  history  is  so  interwoven 
with  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  times  and  whose  patriotism  shone  forth  in  every  epoch  ...” 

The  artist’s  search  for  models  whose  faces  would  express  the  courage  and  determination  of  the 
early  patriots  resulted  in  the  choice  of  his  father  for  the  central  drummer  and  a  farmer-soldier 
named  Hugh  Mosher  for  the  fifer.  The  model  for  the  young  drummer  was  a  schoolboy,  Henry  K. 
Devereux,  son  of  General  Devereux  who  together  with  Archibald  Willard  hung  this  painting  here 
in  1880.  Since  then  visitors  from  all  nations  have  been  moved  by  what  has  been  called  the  world’s 
most  inspiring  patriotic  painting.’’ 


•  •  ♦ 


THE  PUBLIC  SPIRIT,  Aver,  Mass. 


MELROSE  FREE  PRESS 


Thursday,  March  10 

Altrurian  Club  of  Shirley  meets,  1 
p.m.  at  the  United  Church.  Program 
will  be  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro, 
who  will  speak  on  “Bringing  Back  the 
Bluebirds.” 


Mrs.  Lillian  Files  will  be  the 
speaker  at  this  meeting  of  the 
Melrose  Garden  Club  on  March  15 
at  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Her 
subject  will  be  “The  Returti  of  the 
Bluebird.” 


Bird  Society  Enjoys 
Harris’  Birding  Talk 


TGBO-Spring  is  coming  and  bird 
friends  will  be  arriving.  The 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  plans  to 
have  two  birdwalks  to  see  two 
species  of  early  arrivers,  woodcocks 
and  bluebirds. 

Woodcocks 

At  the  March  16,  meeting  of  the 
club,  Grace  Reed  told  the  group  of 
the  woodcock’s  strange  courting 
ritual  which  begins  at  dusk  and  is 
repeated  on  through  the  night  in  ear¬ 
ly  spring.  When  courting  the  wood¬ 
cock  rises  high  in  the  air  on  a 
diagonal  flight,  then  spirals  down  to 
the  ground  where  it  continues  with  a 
strutting  dance.  Many  people  find 
the  ritual  interesting  to  see,  com¬ 
mented  Mrs.  Reed.  A  date  has  not 
yet  been  set  for  the  woodcock  walk 
on  Scribner  Hill. 

Bluebirds  Awaited 
Lilian  Files  hoped  to  be  able  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  arrival  of  bluebirds  to 
Scribner  Hill,  but  alas,  they,  too, 
have  not  yet  arrived.  She  did  tell  of  a 
report  from  Sandwich,  N.H.,  near 
Lake  Winnepesaukee,  where 


bluebirds  have  arrived. 

Special  Guest 

Mrs.  Files  introduced  an  honored 
guest  at  the  bird  society  meeting.  She 
is  Marion  Dickey,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Mass.  Audubon 
teaching  staff.  Her  courses  include 
Birding  for  Beginners. 

Great  Blueflerons 
Lil  Files  announced  a  special  find 
in  the  Tyngsborough-Dunstable 
area  of  a  great  blue  heron  rookery. 
These  big  herons  are  considered  rare 
breeders  in  this  state,  and  this  local 
rookery  has  become  the  tenth  such 
to  be  registered  by  the  Mass.  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.  Mrs. 
Files  and  Jean  Buchholtz  were 
guides  for  the  Assistant  Director  of 
the  Nongame  and  Endangered 
Species  department  of  that  agency  to 
the  location  on  March  4.  Since  then 
Mrs.  Buchholtz  has  seen  returning 
herons  at  this  nesting  area. 

Talk  On  BirdingTrips 
Bill  Harris,  the  leader  of  the  club’s 
many  birdwalks,  was  the  speaker  for 
the  evening.  He  gave  a  slide  presen- 


TG BO-SPEAKING  AT  THE  TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 
MEETING  was  William  Harris  of  Chelmsford  who  described  birding  trips 
in  California  and  in  Maine.  Always  a  fascinating  speaker,  Mr.  Harris  has 
also  led  many  birding  expeditions  for  club  members.  New  members  are 
always  welcome;  membership  is  not  limited  to  Tyngsboro  residents.  (Photo 
by  Frank  Porter) 


|  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  Meeting 
Next  Wednesday 

TGBO-Bill  and  May  Harris,  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society’s  birdwalk 
leaders  will  present  a  slide  show  on 
March  16,  highlighting  two  recent 
trips.  At  Machias  Seal  Island  off  the 
rugged  North-east  coast  of  Maine, 
we  will  see  hundreds  of  Puffins, 
Razor-bill  Auks,  Arctic  Terns  and 
Northern  Phalarope.  Then,  with 
one  giant  hop  across  North 
America,  the  Harris’  will  route  from 
Santa  Barbara,  north  to  Big  Sur,  we 
will  pass  through  some  of  the  regions 
best  birding  areas.  The  Harris’ 
chalked  up  over  100  bird  species,  36 
of  which  were  birds  they  had  never 
seen  before. 

The  meeting  will  be  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  16  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the 
1  Littlefield  Library  in  Tyngsboro. 
(Admission  is  free.  Refreshments 
served.  Please  come. 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
I  would  also  like  to  announce  anl 
outing,  a  trip  to  Plum  Island  tol 
observe  migrating  waterfowl.  Meetl 
Bill  and  May  Harris  at  the  Caldorl 
parking  lot,  in  Chelmsford,  at  8:30| 
|  a.m.  on  Saturday,  March  19.  All  are| 
welcome. 

For  information  about  thel 
meeting  or  outing  call  Mike  Potsaid,  f 
256-5123. 


tation  of  two  birding  trips,  one  to 
California  and  one  to  Maine.  Oohs 
and  aahs  were  heard  when  pictures 
of  the  puffins  along  the  Maine  coast 
appeared  on  the  screen. 

He  began  with  an  explanation  of 
what  birding  is,  a  very  individualized 
pasttime.  Birding  can  be  anything 
from  simply  watching  a  birdfeeder 
from  a  window,  to  traveling  the 
world  to  see  various  species.  Keeping 
a  nature  diary,  or  calling  the  Voice 
of  Audubon  (259-9805)  for  a  report 
of  local  birding  are  other  suggested 
means. 

Another  highlight  of  Mr.  Harris’ 
fascinating  program  was  a  migrating 
cape  may  warbler  that  used  a  whale 
watch  boat  as  a  resting  station.  The 
tuckered-out  bird  was  so  tired  he 
seemed  almost  tame,  and  even  “pos¬ 
ed”  on  the  boat  next  to  a  bird  guide 
opened  to  the  picture  of  his  own 
species! 

Bill  Harris  always  provides  the 
Bird  Society  meetings  with  in¬ 
teresting  pieces  of  his  vast 
knowledge  of  birds.  Having  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  listen  to  him  for  an  en¬ 
tire  program  was  a  special  treat  in¬ 
deed. 
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History  of  Bluebird  Conservation 
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For  many  years  bluebirds  have  been 
in  trouble  trying,  usually  in  vain,  to 
maintain  their  population.  Various  fac¬ 
tors  have  been  involved  in  the  blue¬ 
bird  population  decline,  but  the  prin¬ 
cipal  causes  are  believed  to  be  a  short¬ 
age  of  the  natural  cavities  they  require 
for  nesting  plus  severe  competition 
from  the  alien  House  Sparrows  and 
European  Starlings  for  most  available 
cavities.  Consequently,  efforts  to  help 
the  bluebird  have  been  confined  large¬ 
ly  to  supplying  them  with  nesting 
boxes  mounted  in  suitable  habitat,  and 
in  trying  to  protect  the  birds  during  the 
nesting  season  from  their  natural  and 
imported  enemies. 

Public  concern  over  the  plight  of 
the  bluebird  has  increased  enormously 
in  recent  years.  Hundreds  of  people 
have  become  actively  involved  in  help¬ 
ing  these  beautiful  birds  and  many 
thousands  of  bluebird  nesting  boxes 
have  been  erected  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  A  brief  re¬ 
view  of  some  of  the  important  mile¬ 
stones  in  the  bluebird  conservation  ef¬ 
fort  should  therefore  be  of  interest. 

Early  Bluebird  Aids 

Before  the  advent  of  the  white 
man  in  North  America,  American  In¬ 
dians  were  said  to  have  erected  hol- 
lowed-out  gourds  in  their  villages  to  at¬ 
tract  Purple  Martins.  The  purpose  was 
evidently  to  help  control  objectionable 
flying  insects,  since  martins  consume 
large  numbers  of  such  insects.  Hol- 
lowed-out  gourds  are  still  used  to  at¬ 
tract  martins,  particularly  in  some 
parts  of  the  South.  Since  bluebirds 
frequently  use  these  gourds  for  nest¬ 
ing,  it  is  assumed  that  they  also  used 
some  of  the  gourds  supplied  by  the  In¬ 
dians  before  any  Europeans  settled  in 
America.  This  then  probably  repre¬ 
sents  the  beginning  of  the  custom  of 
attracting  bluebirds  by  supplying  arti¬ 
ficial  nesting  sites. 

In  early  Colonial  times  the  Eastern 
Bluebird  is  known  to  have  been  much 


admired  and  was  often  called  the  “blue 
robin”  since  it  reminded  the  colonists 
of  their  beloved  European  Robin.  The 
bluebird  gradually  became  a  symbol  of 
love,  hope,  and  happiness.  This  sym¬ 
bolism  persists  today.  Through  the 
years  the  bluebird  has  been  mentioned 
more  frequently  than  any  other  bird  in 
American  poetry  and  in  the  lyrics  of  our 
popular  songs.  It  seems  probable  that 
some  of  the  earlv*colonists  attracted 
bluebirds  close  to  their  homes  with 
nesting  boxes  of  some  sort,  although 
documentation  of  this  is  obscure. 
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»alph  Waldo  Emerson:  “When  I  bought  my  farm,  I  did  not  know  what  a 
bargain  I  had  in  bluebirds,  bobolinks  and  thrushes;  as  little  did  I  know  what 
|sublime  mornings  and  sunsets  I  was  buying.’ 
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I  Mr.  Potsaid  To 
Head  Bird 
|  Society  Again 

TGBO-Mike  Potsaid  was 
Ire-elected  president  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
at  the  club’s  annual  meeting 
May  18.  The  program  for 
the  evening  was  another 
delightful  Potpourri  Night. 
Members  and  friends  shared 
slides,  drawings,  books  and 
[  assorted  personal  insights  of 
nature.  The  club  plans  to 
make  a  donation  to  the 
library’s  chair  fund. 

Bluebirds 

Lillian  Files  reported  there 
are  three  pairs  of  nesting 
bluebirds  in  her  neck  of  the 
I  woods.  Five  eggs  were  laid  in 
a  bluebird  box  on  the  Files 
property,  and  two  weeks  ago 
|  the  tiny  birds  hatched. 

Blue  Herons 

Mrs.  Files  also  announced 
|  a  recent  count  of  the  nests  in 
the  local  great  blue  heron 
rookery  totalled  37  nests. 
Nine  additional  nests  were 
[discovered  ranking  this 
I  rookery  the  second  largest  in 
Ithe  state.  According  to  Brad 
iBlodget  of  the  Mass,  Div.  of 
[Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  the 
Largest  rookery  in 
[Massachusetts  contains  45 
[nests.  However,  our  local 
rookery  could  very  well  be 
the  leader  in  nesting  activity. 
Blodget  will  conduct  a  count 
of  the  chicks  in  the  latter 
|part  of  June. 

Mr.  Harris  Injured 
The  bird  society  meeting 
Iwas  definitely  missing  so¬ 
meone.  Sadly,  birdwalk 
leader  Bill  Harris  was  con¬ 
fined  to  bed  due  to  a  recent 
injury.  Follow  your  doctor’s 
orders,  Bill,  and  get  well, 

|  Bill,  we  missed  you! 

Bird  Calls 

Members  were  given  a 
I  treat  by  Phyllis  Huff  of 
Chelmsford.  Part  of  her 
contribution  to  Potpourri 
Night  was  a  wonderful  ren¬ 
dition  of  her  natural  whistl¬ 
ing  talents.  With  Debussy’s 
Claire  de  Lune  playing  in  the 
background,  Ms.  Huff 
I  recreated  the  calls  of  many 
birds  as  those  attending  the 
meeting  drifted  on  each 
|  note. 

Solar  System 

Can  you  imagine,  if  the 
I  sun  were  an  eight  inch  ball, 


Pluto  would  be  a  half  mile 
away?  Club  president  Mike 
Potsaid  showed  the  club  a 
solar  system  demonstration 
he  gives  his  first  grade  class 
in  which  each  planet  is  il¬ 
lustrated  according  to  that 
scale  with  a  familiar  item. 
Earth  is  a  tiny  pencil  point, 
and  is  at  a  distance  of  25 
yards. 

Slides  Shown 

Many  beautiful  slides 
were  presented  by  members 
including  Don  Kennedy  of 
Dunstable.  A  family  por¬ 
trait  of  Canada  geese 
residing  at  Dunstable’s 
Austin  Pond  were  among  his 
slides.  Also  shown  was  a 
killdeer  nest  full  of  eggs,  a 
species  which  is  becoming 
more  and  more  rare,  even  in 
Dunstable,  says  Mr.  Ken¬ 
nedy. 

Flower  Slides 

A  guest  from  Lexington 
brought  slides  of  beautiful 
closeups  of  wildflowers, 
trillium,  azaelas,  and  colum¬ 
bine  for  example.  Use  of  400 
ASF  film  for  such  was 
photos  was  recommended. 
This  talented  photographer 
also  presented  some  unique 
shots,  such  as  a  squirrel 
feeding  behind  a  magnifying 
glass. 

“Bird  Doctor” 

Lauren  Chaney,  the 
club’s  “bird  doctor,”  show¬ 
ed  some  slides  and  a  film  of 
her  feathered  patients  of  the 
past  year.  A  meadowlark, 
bam  swallows,  and  flycat¬ 
chers  were  featured  in  her 
presentation.  Lauren  feeds 
her  birds  a  concoction  of 
mashed  boiled  eggs,  cooked 
fresh  peas,  raw  hamburg 
and  worms.  It  is,  indeed,  an 
amazing  sight  to  see  her 
feeding  a  mass  of  tiny  birds 
huddled  around  her 
awaiting  the  next  morsel  as 
any  domestic  pet  would 
await  a  treat. 

New  Members 
Welcome  In  Fall 

Bird  society  meetings  are 
now  in  summer  recess,  but 
will  resume  in  the  fall. 
Membership  is  open  to 
everyone.  The  bird  club  is  a 
wonderful  way  of  meeting 
other  nature  enthusiasts  and 
learning  more  about  mother 
earth.  Club  members  come 
from  a  variety  of  walks  of 
life,  and  hold  varying 
I  degrees  of  knowledge  of 
birds  and  other  aspects  of 
nature.  The  common  thread 
is  an  interest  in  learning 
more  about  it. 


Potpourri 
Night  May  18 
For  Bird  Soc. 

TGBO-The 

Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
will  hold  its  Potpourri  Night 
on  Wednesday,  May  18,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Littlefield 
Library.  Bring  up  to  20 
slides,  prints,  etc.  to  share 
with  us  on  any  nature- 
oriented  subjects  to  help 
celebrate  our  last  meeting  of 
the  year. 

Annual  dues  are  payable 
at  this  meeting.  Membership 
for  a  whole  family  is  only  $2. 
Public  is  invited. 
Refreshments  served. 

A  birdwalk  on  May  14 
(rain  date  May  15)  led  by  Bill 
Harris  starts  at  8:30  a. m.  at 
Lil  Files  to  see  the  bluebirds 
and  will  continue  at  the 
waterfalls  at  Upper 
Massapoag  to  see  the 
warblers  and  many  other 
species. 

For  those  who  don’t  know 
how  to  get  to  the  Files  home, 
meet  at  Caldor  parking  lot  at 
8  a.m.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Bill  Harris  at 
256-2128. 


Dear  Editor: 

Since  I  saw  an  article  by  Lillian  Lund 
Files  (MA)  on  the  bluebird,  this  has 
been  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
rewarding  summers  in  a  long  time. 

On  Memorial  Day  I  put  out  my  first 
nesting  box.  Two  days  later  a  pair  of 
bluebirds  came  to  look  it  over  and  they 
made  a  nest.  It  was  blessed  with  five 
eggs.  All  hatched  and  they  left  the  nest 
July  12th.  On  July  14th  I  cleaned  out 
the  nestbox  and  the  16th  there  was 
grass  in  it  and  the  same  (?)  pair  came 
back.  They  laid  two  good  eggs  and  one 
that  didn’t  hatch.  The  young  left  the 
nest  on  the  24th. 

I  do  hope  they  return  to  our  yard  in 
the  spring.  I’ll  be  looking  for  them. 

Barbara  E.  Lovering 
Townsend,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Barbara  Lovering: 

You  couldn’t  ask  for  greater  success 
on  your  initial  try.  How  thrilling  it  must 
have  been  for  you. 


NEWSWEEKLY,  THURSDAY,  MAY  26, 1983 


TGBO-ALL  EYES  WERE  ON  THE  BLUEBIRDS,  nesting  at  a  safe  distance  away  from  all 
disturbance,  when  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Club  visited  property  of  Lil  Files  in  Tyngsboro  recently 
on  one  of  the  club’s  frequent  walks.  (Photo  by  Angie  Coppola) 
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Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds 


One  hour  lecture  slide  program  on  Bluebirds 

Past  president  of  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
Board  member  of  North  American  Bluebird  Society 

Lil  Files  Scribner  Hill  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 

617-692-2520 
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Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds 

One  hour  lecture  slide  program  on  Bluebirds 
Past  president  of  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
Board  member  of  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Lit  Files  Scribner  Hill  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  01879 
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WORCESTER,  MASS.,  SUNDAY,  MAY  8, 1983 


I  Worcester  Telegram  &  Gazette, 
All  rights  reserved 


Dealing  With  Pesky  House  Wrens 


In  my  last  column  I  mentioned  the 
problem  I  have  had  in  recent  years  with 
house  wrens.  They  fill  with  sticks  my 
nesting  boxes  designed  for  tree  swal¬ 
lows  and  bluebirds,  sometimes  ejecting 
nesters,  sometimes  filling  empty  boxes. 
A  series  of  small  wren-size  boxes  helped 
some,  but  was  only  a  delaying  action.  It 
was  Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  with  her 
bluebird  trail  of  more  than  200  boxes, 
who  suggested  I  put  my  boxes  more  in 


the  open.  This  year  I  have  nine  houses  in 
two  fields. 

Then,  I  have  four  more  boxes  in  the 
home  area,  much  as  you  might  put  up 
on  a  normal  houselot.  Thinking  back  to 
the  days  of  the  Kinney  market  garden  in 
the  Tatnuck  area  of  Worcester,  and 
Henry  Kinney’s  array  of  nesting  boxes 
on  really  tall  poles,  I  took  the  tallest 
bean  pole  I  had,  about  10  feet,  fastened 
a  box  to  it,  and  erected  it  in  our  vegeta- 


Birds 


Lloyd  S.  Jenkins 


ble  garden.  Three  days  later  a  pair  of 
bluebirds  took  over,  and  have  been 
there  ever  since.  This  contradicts  the 
accepted  premise  that  bluebirds  prefer 
to  nest  five  to  six  feet  above  the  ground. 


Rare  Great  Blue 
Heron  Nesting  Area 
May  Be  In  Peril 

by  Mary  Ann  Hayward 

With  the  many  wetlands  in  the 
Tyngsborough-Dunstable  area,  it’s 
not  surprising  that  many  people 
have  seen  the  great  blue  heron,  the 
slender  and  stately,  most  exotic¬ 
looking  bird  of  New  England.  More 
often  than  not,  they  are  unaware  of 
the  bird’s  identity,  either  confusing 
it  with  a  crane  or  thinking  it  a 
tropical  bird  from  a  zoo.  Actually 
of  the  75  species  of  heron,  most  are 
tropical  birds  though  a  few  do  reach 


the  southern  states  and  an  even 
smaller  number  of  species  extend  to 
the  north.  The  great  blue  heron 
seems  the  more  fitting  exotic  bird 
for  puritan  New  England  in  its 
cleric-like  slate  blue  gray  and  white. 

The  largest  wading  bird  native  to 
the  United  States,  great  blues  are 
marked  by  their  four  foot  height, 
long  neck  and  featherless  legs.  In 
flight  the  neck  is  drawn  back  to  the 
shoulders  in  an  S-curve  while  the 
.long  legs  trail  behind.  Standing 
tree-like  with  their  usual  quiet 
dignity,  a  great  blue  searches  for 
food  in  shallow  water  stepping 
slowly  and  deliberately.  It  waits  mo- 
tionlessly  until  a  frog  or  fish  ap- 


pears,  then  darts  forward,  lighten¬ 
ing  quick,  a  long  sharp  bill  on  its 
spring-coiled  neck  to  spear  or  seize 
its  meal. 

The  telescopic  ability  of  those 
piercing  golden  eyes  is  another  ad¬ 
vantage  for  the  big  heron.  When 
startled  it  opens  a  six  foot 
wingspread  and  is  off  to  a  power¬ 
ful,  undulating  flight. 

Often  spotted  fishing  alone,  great 
blues  are  thought  of  as  solitary 
birds,  but  are  in  fact  rather 
gregarious,  migrating  in  flocks  and 
nesting  in  congested  colonies  in 
remote  wetlands.  Few  are  fortunate 
to  witness  the  amazing  sight  of  a 
great  blue  heron  rookery  (nesting 
area).  Although  native  to  this  area 
of  the  country,  these  big  herons  are 
classified  as  rare  breeders  in 
Massachusetts,  and  are  localized  as 
a  breeding  species.  Until  recently 
the  Mass.  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  had  registered  a  total  of 
nine  heron  rookeries  in  the  state. 
Thanks  to  Lilian  Files  of  Tyngsboro 
another  rookery  right  in  our  area 
has  been  added  to  that  number. 
Mrs.  Files  informed  Brad  Blodget, 
Assistant  Director  of  the  Nongame 
and  Endangered  Species  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
Division,  of  the  rookery.  On  March 
4  she  and  Jean  Buchholtz  guided 
Blodget  and  his  colleague  Walter 
Hoyt  through  the  still  snow-covered 
woods  to  the  nesting  area. 

It  is  truly  an  impressive  sight  to 
walk  into  view  of  the  great  blue 
heron  nesting  community  of 
pristine  high-rises.  A  congested  col¬ 
ony  of  several  large  platform  nests 
built  nearly  150  feet  from  the 
ground  in  the  crotch  of  dead  trees 
dazzles  the  eye.  The  25 ”-40”  in 
diameter  platforms  are  made  of 
large  sticks  with  smaller  twigs  and 
green  leaves  lining  them.  Picture,  if 
you  will,  these  large  nests  so  high 
above  the  ground  in  leafless  trees 
with  the  four-foot  tall  great  blue 
herons  standing  in  each  one.  Add  to 
that  the  noise  of  the  rookery,  the 
echoing  cackling  of  young  and  low 
croaking  “frahnk,  fratink”  of  the 
parents  at  one’s  approach,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  remember  you  are  stan¬ 
ding  in  a  New  England  woods. 


Jd^oca^oolcery  Is  a  sizeable 
one  of  24  nests.  The  largest  rookery 
..n  the  state  has  forty  nests.  Great 
blues  return  to  the  same  next  from 
year  to  year.  Brad  Blodget  believes 
the  existing  nests  have  been  used  at 
least  six  years  judging  from  their 
condition.  A  local  resident 
remembers  the  rookery’s  existence 
back  fifty  years.  As  it  is  located  in  a 
rather  wild  area  untouched  by 
humans  it  is  possible  this  rookery 
has  existed  here  for  many  more 
years. 

In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Files,  Brad 
Blodget  documents  the  rookery  as 
the  tenth  in  the  state.  He  projects 
there  are  at  least  12-15  active  pairs 
nesting  here,  but  anticipate  higher 
numbers. 

Great  Blue  Herons  were  nearly 
brought  to  extinction  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  due  to  the  desire  for 
their  beautiful  plummage  in  the 
millinery  fashions.  The  Xturder  of 
an  Audubon  warden  in  1905  by 
heron  hunters  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  legislation  that 
reversed  the  trend,  although  it  took 
five  years  to  convince  an  unsym¬ 
pathetic  public  these  birds  were 
worth  protecting. 

Unfortunately,  this  rookery  may 
be  threatened  as  well.  A  proposed 
150-house  subdivision  may  have  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  watershed  the 
rookery  is  located  in.  A  recent  arti¬ 
cle  in  Audubon  magazine  reports 
the  great  blues  are  vulnerable  to 
land  use  changes.  Mr.  Blodget 
acknowledges  in  his  letter, 
“Because  such  rookeries  are  rather 
I  uncommon  and  the  birds  are  very 
concentrated  in  them  during  the 
breeding  season,  they  can  be  subject 
to  disturbance  and  disruption.”  He 
has  provided  the  firm,  IEP  Inc., 
which  is  producing  an  environmen¬ 
tal  assessment  of  the  area  of  the 
development  with  his  department  s 
views  on  the  sensitivity  of  the  area. 

Henry  David  Thoreau’s  oft 
quoted  passage,  ‘‘In  wildness  is  the 
preservation  of  the  world,”  applies 
here. 

Anyone  with  knowledge  ot  this 
rookery  or  any  others  in  the  area  is 
asked  to  contact  the  Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society,  Tyngsborough. 


Director 
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NO  FEE 

Permit  No.  00LP80 
Date:  10  March  1983 

Lilian  Files 
Scribnor  Hill  Road 
Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts 

under  authority  vested  in  me  by  Section  4  of  Chapter  131  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  General  Laws  is  hereby  authorized  to  have  in  possession  a  pair  of 
mounted  Eastern  bluebirds  (Sialia  sialia)  for  use  in  educational  programs 
in  conjunction  with  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society. 

Said  specimens  shall  be  donated  to  a  recognized  public  educational  or 
natural  history  organization  upon  completion  of  use. 

Permittee  shall  carry  this  permit  or  a  copy  thereof  on  his  person  at  all 
times  when  engaged  in  activities  authorized  herein.  This  permit  shall  re¬ 
main  valid  indefinitely  unless  revoked  for  cause. 


Richard  Cronin 
Director 


cc : 


Walter  Hoyt 
Permit  File 
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14  March  1983 


Ms.  Lilian  Files 
Scribnor  Hill  Road 
Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Lilian: 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  on  behalf  of  Walter  Hoyt  and  myself  of 
thanking  you  for  your  assistance  in  showing  us  the  great  blue  heron  rookery 
in  Dunstable. 

In  1982,  our  great  blue  heron  survey  showed  only  nine  active  rookeries  state¬ 
wide.  Because  such  rookeries  are  rather  uncommon  and  the  birds  are  very  con¬ 
centrated  in  them  during  the  breeding  season,  they  can  be  subject  to  disturb¬ 
ance  and  disruption.  The  Division  tries  to  work  out  arrangements  with 
landowners  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  nest  trees  for  firewood  and  to  generally 
try  to  do  everything  reasonably  possible  to  avoid  the  disruption  of  active 
rookeries.  As  I  mentioned  to  you  on  the  telephone,  we  have  been  in  touch 
with  IEP,  Inc.,  which  firm  is  producing  an  environmental  assessment  of  the 
site.  We  have  provided  them  with  our  views  on  the  sensitivity  of  the  area 
and  hopefully  this  information  will  be  useful  to  them. 

The  Division  officially  classifies  the  great  blue  heron  as  a  "State  Rare" 
breeder.  Based  on  our  statewide  inventory  over  the  last  four  years,  we  feel 
this  could  be  downgraded  to  "State  Local"  as  these  big  herons  are  really  more 
localized  than  rare  as  a  breeding  species  in  Massachusetts. 

The  Dunstable  rookery  had  24  platforms  remaining  on  the  date  of  our  visit, 

4  March  1983.  It  would  be  my  opinion,  based  on  the  number  and  distribution 
of  the  platforms  in  the  flowage,  that  this  colony  has  existed  for  quite  a 
number  of  years  (six  or  more).  I  would  expect  the  rookery  will  be  active  in 
1983  when  we  check  it  in  June  and  from  the  looks  of  the  colony,  barring  some 
unforeseen  change,  it  should  have  12  to  15-plus  active  pairs. 


Sincerely  yours 


Bradford  G.  Blodget 

Assistant  Director 

Nongame  and  Endangered  Species 
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FIELD  INVESTIGATION  REPORT 
TO:  Great  Blue  Heron  File 

FROM:  Bradford  G.  Blodget,  Assistant  Director,  NG  &  ES 

DATE:  3  July,  1983 

SUBJECT:  Great  Blue  Heron  Rookery  Inventory,  1983 


All  known  or  reported  Great  Blue  Heron  rookeries  were  field  checked  between 
11  June  and  2  July.  Participating  in  the  1983  inventory  were  the  following 
Division  personnel  and  cooperators:  L.  G.  Albertine  (cooperator),  R.  Bell- 
ville,  B.  Blodget,  J.  E.  Cardoza,  R.  A.  Clark  (cooperator),  W.  Davis,  L. 

Files  (cooperator),  T.  Gola,  W.  Hoyt,  D.  St.  James  and  M.  Wilson  (cooperator). 

The  following  rookeries  were  found  to  be  active  in  1983: 

(1)  WESTBORO,  Worcester  Co.  (Assabet  R.,  SUASCO,  A-l  site). 

2(1  )4(2  )ll(3)4(4  )l(5  )4(A);  26  platforms,  all  active;  Known  production 
at  22  nests:  64+  yg.  (2.9/nest). 

(2)  WENDELL  No.  2,  Franklin  Co.  (beaver  pond  on  Mormon  Hollow  Brook  off 
Perry  Farm  Rd). 

0(  1  )3(2  )8(  3  )2(4  )6(  A)3(  V);  22  platforms  (19  active,  3  vacant);  Known 
production  at  13  nests:  38  yg.  (2.9/nest). 

(3)  BECKET,  Berkshire  Co.  (beaver  pond  off  Webster  Rd.,  Otis). 

1(  1  )l( 3  )l( 4  )2( A  )2(V ) ;  7  platforms  (  5  active,  2  vacant ) ;  Known  produc¬ 
tion  at  3  nests:  8  yg.  (2.7/nest). 

(4)  OTIS,  Berkshire  Co.  (beaver  pond  off  Chandler  Rd.). 

1(2  )2( 3)2(4  )l( 5  )1(A);  7  platforms,  all  active;  Known  production  at 
6  nests:  21  yg.  (3.5/nest). 

(5)  'PETERSHAM,  Worcester  Co.  (beaver  pond  north  of  Tom  Swamp  Rd.,  c.  \  mi. 

w.  of  Rt.  32A).  3(3);  3  platforms,  all  active;  Known  production  at  3 

nests:  9  (3.0/nest). 

(6)  PHILLIPSTON,  Worcester  Co.  (beaver  pond  on  Moccasin  Brook  c.  i  mi.  e. 
of  Glashene  Rd.  on  telephone  cable  right-of-way). 
2(1)3(2)11(3)18(4)1(5)5(A)1(V);  41  platforms  (40  active,  1  vacant); 
Known  production  at  35  nests:  118  yg.  (3.4/nest).  For  further  details 
on  this  and  other  Worcester  Co.  rookeries,  cf.  The  Chickadee,  Vol.  53, 
1983. 
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(7)  HARDWICK  No.  1,  Worcester  Co.  (beaver  pond  on  the 'Fitzpatrick  Rd.). 
1( 1  )l( 2  )l(A  )3(V );  6  platforms  (3  active,  3  vacant);  Known  production 
at  2  platforms:  3  yg.  (1.5/nest). 

(8)  TOWNSEND,  Middlesex  Co.  (Beaver  pond  on  Witch  Brook  off  South  Row 

Rd.  ).  l(5)l(V);  2  platforms  (1  active,  1  vacant);  known  production 

at  1  platform:  5  yg. 

(9)  ORANGE,  Franklin  Co.  (beaver  pond  on  Cheney  Brook  on  the  west  side 
of  North  Main  Road). 

1(1  )6(2  )14(3  )7(4  )l(  5  )5(A)l(V);  35  platforms  (34  active,  1  vacant); 
Known  production  at  29  nests:  88  yg.  (3.0/nest). 

(10)  DUNSTABLE,  Middlesex  Co.  (beaver  pond  on  west  branch  of  Black  Brook 
c.  £  mi.  w.  of  Scribner  Rd.  ) 

l(  1  )6(  2  )15(  3  )10(  4  )l(  5  )2(  A)2(  V);  37  platforms  (35  active,  2  vacant); 
known  production  at  33  nests:  103  yg.  (3.1/nest). 

(11)  NORFOLK,  Norfolk  Co.  (Stop  River  flowage  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Norfolk  Correctional  Institute). 

1(2  )2(4  )l(A)l(V);  5  platforms  (4  active,  1  vacant);  total  known 
production  at  3  platforms:  10  yg.  (3.3/nest). 

(12)  MENDON,  Worcester  Co.  (Meadow  Brook  c.  £  mi.  s.  of  Nipmuck  Pond  and 
£  mi.  e.  of  Park  St.  off  Rt.  16).  This  colony  is  situated  in  a 
single,  huge,  fully-foliated  oak  and  is  the  only  colony  of  this 
type  presently  known.  It  proved  difficult  to  census  because  of 
the  heavy  foliage.  All  other  colonies  are  located  in  dri-ki, 
usually  beaverkill  areas. 

3(2  )l(  3  )2(4  )6(A)1(V);  13  platforms  (12  active,  1  vacant);  known 
production  at  6  platforms:  17  yg.  (2.8/nest). 

(13)  HARDWICK  No.  2,  Worcester  Co.  (beaver  pond  complex  off  the  Carter 
Road  on  easterly  side  of  Pottapaug  Pond). 

1(1 )l(4 )2(V);  4  platforms  (2  active,  2  vacant);  known  production 
at  2  platforms:  5  yg.  (2.5/nest). 


SUMMARY 

Statewide,  estimated  number  of  breeding  pairs  (active  nests)  rose  from 
124  in  1982  to  191  in  1983.  This  increase  could  be  accounted  for  by  the 
addition  of  four  (4)  new  known  sites — Dunstable,  Norfolk,  Mendon  and 
Hardwick  No.  2 — with  an  aggregate  total  of  53  nesting  pairs  and  substantial 
increases  in  the  sizes  of  the  Westboro  and  Orange  rookeries.  The  Westboro 
rookery  grew  from  15  active  nests  in  1982  to  26  in  1983  and  the  Orange 
rookery  increased  from  22  to  34  active  nests.  These  are  increases  of 
73  and  55  percent  respectively.  Most  other  rookeries  were  generally 
stable  in  numbers  compared  with  1982,  except  for  the  small  Hardwick  No.  1 
rookery  that  dwindled  from  6  to  3  active  nests. 

Production  was  generally  excellent  with  mean  productivity  among  all 
colonies  of  2.9  yg/nest  and  range  of  3.5  and  3.4  yg/nest  at  Otis  &  Phillips- 
ton  to  1.5  yg/nest  at  Hardwick  No.  1.  Known  production  was  489+  yg. ,  more 
than  double  the  240-*-  yg.  in  1982.  Increase  was  due  to  additional  known 
rookeries  and  an  increase  in  mean  porductivity  from  2.2  in  1982  to  2.9 
yg/nest  in  1983. 


because  of  the  virgin  condition  of  the  place.” 
There  are  also  four  species  of  endangered 
wetland  plants  thriving  there  because  of  the 
primitive  nature  of  the  terrain. 

A  wide  variety  of  birds  and  mammals  live 
in  the  area,  including  hawks,  grouse,  very 
rare  kingfishers,  a  rare  type  of  rabbit,  bea¬ 
vers  and  a  mouse-like  rodent  known  as  a 
shovel-nose  vole. 

An  informal  citizen  group  has  been 
formed  with  membership  from  throughout 
the  town,  including  many  families  abutting 
the  rookerie  area,  with  the  goal  of  preserv¬ 
ing  such  places  for  posterity.  Members  have 
concerned  themselves  with  becoming  bet¬ 
ter  informed  about  ecology  and  law,  in  a 
neffort  to  promote  better  zoning  laws  and 
proper  enforcement  of  what  they  see  as  the 
state’s  already  good  environmental  laws, 
such  as  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act  and 
Chapter  132,  which  deals  with  logging. 

■  Members  have  complained,  though,  of 
what  they  see  as  the  “lethargy  of  the 
(town’s)  citizens  when  it  comes  to  causing 
the  town  fathers  to  conserve  the  land.” 


By  SHARON  ENOS  RINGENWALD 
Telegraph  Correspondent 

TYNGSBOROUGH,  Mass.  —  A  blue  heron 
rookerie — the  swampy,  woodland  breeding 
place  of  the  rare  and  impressive  birds  —  has 
been  identified  in  Tyngsborough  for  registry 
with  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife. 


It  is  the  10th  rookerie  to  be  registered  in 
the  state,  and  one  of  the  largest,  estimated  to 
have  upward  of  30  huge  nests  of  sticks  1 00  to 
150  feet  above  the  ground.  The  nests  are 
often  used  year  after  year  and  added  to  each 
season. 

The  great  blue  heron,  a  bird  often  four 
feet  long  with  a  wingspread  that  can  exceed 
six  feet,  is  distinguished  by  its  size,  very  long 
neck  and  legs,  and  its  bluish-gray  color,  witji 
white  markings  and  dark  flight-feathers.  A 
solitary  bird,  often  seen  alone  except  when  it 
associates  in  colonies  during  breeding  sea¬ 
son  or  migration,  it  is  one  of  the  wariest  and 
quickest  to  take  alarm. 

For  this  reason,  rookeries  are  kept  as 
obscure  as  possible,  and  their  invasion  by 


TYNGSBOROUGH 


people  is  discouraged.  The  bird  is  a  wading 
fisher  but  also  eats  large  insects,  field  mice, 
shrews  and  ground  squirrels. 

Located  off  Scribner  Road,  the  local  rook¬ 
erie,  which  could  well  be  100  years  old,  was 
rediscovered  five  years  ago  by  hiking  chil¬ 
dren.  Nearby  residents  did  not  realize  it 
might  need  special  protection  until  last  Octo¬ 
ber,  when  hea  vy  equipment  entered  an  adja¬ 
cent  225-acre  wetland  area  and  “tore  up 
trees  and  dug  holes”  while  performing  tests 
for  a  potential  developer. 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  president  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society,  board  member 
of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and 
an  avid  “birder”  known  internationally  for 
her  efforts  in  re-establishing  the  waning 
bluebird  population,  contacted  Bradford 
Blodget,  assistant  director  of  non-game  for 
the  wildlife  division,  and  Walter  Hoyt,  north¬ 
east  district  director  of  the  agency,  who 
made  the  rookerie  identification.  They  were 


slated  to  direct  a  survey  of  birds  colonizing 
the  local  site  and  their  offspring. 

Herons  usually  nest  by  March  31,  and 
some  were  spotted  in  the  area  last  week  for 
the  first  time  this  season. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  there  are  other 
rookeries  in  the  region,  and  anyone  discov¬ 
ering  one  can  write  Lillian  Files,  Tyngsbor¬ 
ough  Bird  Society,  Tyngsborough,  Mass. 
01879. 

The  lcoal  rookerie  encompasses  an  esti¬ 
mated  60  to  70  acres  of  land  owned  by  sever¬ 
al  people  and  some  town-held  conservation 
land.  This  breeding  ground  and  the  food 
chain  of  its  colony  depend  on  waterways  and 
wetlands,  with  three  major  and  nine  minor 
streams  feeding  into  its  very  large  beaver 
pond. 

At  present  there  is  deep  concern  for  its, 
survival  because  of  probable  adjacent  de¬ 
velopment.  It  is  feared  that  damage  to  or 
disturbance  of  the  ecological  food  chain  ex¬ 
isting  in  the  upper  streams  will  cause  the 
heron  and  other  wildlife  to  leave  the  area. 

One  abuttor  described  his  excursion  into 
the  area  as  being  "like  going  back  in  time, 
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Speaker  Heard 
On  Saving 
Wildlife  Resources 

TGBO-Brad  Blodget, 
assistant  director  of  the 
Non-Game  and  Endangered 
Species  Dept,  of  the  Mass. 
Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  April  20  meeting  of 
the  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society. 

The  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife,  he  explained, 
is  one  of  the  oldest,  yet 
smallest  of  state  agencies 
with  only  134  employees 
statewide.  This  agency  is 
responsible  for  the  conser¬ 
vation  and  management  of 
wildlife  resources  in  the 
state.  Traditionally  funded 
by  hunting  and  fishing 
license  fees,  etc. ,  a  legislative 
bill  would  give  taxpayers  the 
option  of  contributing  a 
nominal  portion  of  their  in¬ 
come  tax  refund  to  the 
state’s  Div.  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  the  speaker  told 
the  club.  Twenty  other  states 
have  implemented  this  op¬ 
tion. 

Blodget  recently  included 
a  Dunstable  blue  heron 
rookery  in  the  agency’s  in¬ 
ventory  of  rare  nesters,  great 
blue  herons.  This  inventory 
was  initiated  in  1969  and  to 
date  only  ten  rookeries  are 
on  file.  Because  of  their 
history  of  disastrous  van¬ 
dalism,  the  division  does  not 
usually  publicize  the  loca¬ 
tions. 

The  State  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  is  fortunate  to  have 
forty  rookeries  to  our  state’s 
ten.  Much  research  and 
work  is  done  on  great  blues 
in  Great  Britain.  The  British 
are  very  conscious  of  and 
protective  of  their  great 
blues;  they  know  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  all  their  rookeries  ex¬ 
actly,  he  stated. 

These  herons  usually  nest 
in  obscure  flooded  forests, 
usually  beaver  swamps  in 
“clusters.”  Beavers  had 
been  rare  in  the  state  but  are 


now  on  an  up  cycle. 

Both  males  and  females 
incubate  the  eggs.  The 
parent  herons  exhibit  in¬ 
teresting  behavioral  activity 
during  nesting  with  a  reper¬ 
toire  of  postering  rituals 
such  as  bowing  to  one 
another.  Usually  six  eggs  are 
laid,  but  there  will  be  only 
2-3  young  per  nest,  and  only 
25%  of  the  young  will 
surivive  the  first  year.  The 
birds’  greatest  predators  are 
humans  and  raccoons. 
Subdivision  Proximity 
Blodget  said  he  was  very 
pleased  to  be  contacted  by 
the  developer  of  the  I 
155-house  subdivision  on 
Tyngsborough  property  ad-  I 
jacent  to  the  rookery.  Club 
president  Mike  Potsaid  ask¬ 
ed  his  opinion  of  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  the  nearest  house 
proposed  at  500  feet  from 
the  rookery  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  club  photographer 
Mark  Wilson  could  only 
come  within  one  quarter 
mile  of  the  nests  due  to  the 
herons’  wariness.  Blodget 
conceded  the  nearest  house 
proposed  is  close,  adding  he 
had  made  recommendations 
to  the  developer  on  lots 
designed  to  have  a  max¬ 
imum  buffer  area,  houses 
not  be  visible  from  the 
rookery  and  no  siltation  as 
the  beaver  pond  must  be 
maintained.  The  existence 
of  houses  is  not  the  only  fac¬ 
tor  to  consider,  but  that 
dogs  and  children  living  in 
them  might  unknowingly  do 
harm  to  the  nesting  site,  he 
said. 

Goodwill  Sought 

The  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  can  only  hope 
for  “the  goodwill  of  the  peo¬ 
ple”  involved  in  such  situa¬ 
tions  as  the  agency  does  not 
have  regulatory  authority, 
stated  Blodget.  Signs  are 
.available  saying,  “Area 
Closed  -  Great  Blue  Heron 
Rookery,”  but  often  these 
serve  only  to  invite  trouble, 
he  added. 


Eagle  Project 

Blodget  also  discussed  his 
agency’s  Eagle  Project  at 
Quabbin  Reservoir.  Many 
people  and  organizations 
supported  and  worked  on 
the  project  to  release  eaglets 
into  the  wild  there,  hoping 
to  imprint  that  location  so 
they  will  return  to  raise  more 
young  bald  eagles  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  program  began  with 
the  construction  of  a  huge 


Bird  Walks 
Scheduled  For 
May  14,  21,  22 

Each  year  Mass. 
Audubon  sponsors  bird  and 
nature  walks  throughout  the 
state.  The  walks  are  infor¬ 
mal  and  the  public  is  invited. 

Residents  of  Chelmsford 
and  surrounding  towns  may 
go  on  one  of  these  walks  at 
the  great  Brook  Farm  State 
Park  in  Carlisle.  From 
Chelmsford  take  Concord 
Road  south  toward  Carlisle 
and  take  left  on  Cross  St.  to 
parking  lot  of  the  State 
Park.  Meet  at  parking  lot 
between  7:30  and  8  a.m. 

A  follow-up  bird  and 
nature  walk  will  take  place 
the  following  day,  May  22. 
We  will  visit  two  separate 
conservation  areas  in 
Dunstasble.  Here  we  will  see 
land  truly  reverting  back  to 
nature  and  wildlife  living  in 
peaceful  surroundings.  Br¬ 
ing  walking  shoes,  bin- 
noculars  and  even  your  pic¬ 
nic  lunch  to  carry  in.  We  will 
meet  at  Caldors  parking  lot 
at  8  a.m. 

A  reminder  for  the  Bird 
Walks  at  Lake  Massapoag 
on  May  14.  We  will  meet  at 
Caldors  parking  lot  at  7:30 
a.m.  and  meet  at  Lillian 
Files  on  Scribner  Hill  Rd.  at 
8  a.m. (Rain  date  Sun.,  May 
15).  Here  we  should  get  a 
good  look  at  bluebirds  and 
even  newly  hatched  young. 
This  trip  has  always  yielded 
some  surprises:  One  year  a 
black  billed  cuckoo;  another 
year  a  gray  cheeked  thrush 
and  a  close  look  at  an  oven 
bird.  The  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  welcomes  all  at  its 
meetings  and  nature  walks. 
For  last  minute  informa¬ 
tion,  call  256-2128. 
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I  Garden  club  studies  bluebirds 

“Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds,”  a  lecture  and  slide 
presentation  by  Lillian  Lund  Files  will  be  featured  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Nashua  Garden  Club,  June  1  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  Hill  House,  Hudson.  The  public  is  invited 
to  attend. 

Mrs.  Files  is  past  president  of  the  Tyngsborough 
(Mass.)  Bird  Society  and  is  now  director  in  New  | 
England  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society. 
She  helped  start  a  "Save  the  Bluebird  Society”  in  | 
Tyngsborough,  and  it  now  has  an  extensive  conserva¬ 
tion  project. 


hacking  tower,  man-made 
nest.  Two  eaglets  were  flown 
in  from  Michigan  at  six 
weeks  of  age  prior  to  imprin¬ 
ting  a  location,  to  avoid  a 
“parent  imprint”  they  never 
saw  the  humans  who  feed 
them. 

At  one  point  the  male 
escaped  and  enjoyed  a 
week’s  freedom,  but  stayed 
in  the  vicinity  and  eventually 
returned  to  the  nest  site.  He 
was  captured  and  returned 
to  the  hacking  tower. 

Both  eaglets  were  tagged 
and  fitted  with  radio 
monitors  prior  to  release  so 
their  journeys  could  be 
monitored.  The  female  was 
followed  to  Ottawa  and 
there  she  continued  on.  The 
male  has  travelled  to  Rhode 
Island,  Brattleboro,  Vt., 
and  Worcester  County, 
basically  staying  close  to  the 
area.  After  a  4-5  year  adoles¬ 
cent  period,  it  is  anticipated 
the  pair  will  return  to  Quab¬ 
bin  to  nest.  In  future  years 
2-6  eagles  will  be  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  each  year,  bringing  the 
chance  of  having  bald  eagles 
nesting  in  Massachusetts 
once  again  closer  to  reality. 
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concessions 


jdon’t  satisfy  heron  lovers 


By  SHARON  ENOS  RINGENWALD 
Telegraph  Correspondent 

TYNGSBOROUGH,  Mass.  —  In 
spite  of  concessions  made  by  Win- 
terhill  Realty  Trust,  conservation¬ 
conscious  residents  are  certain  that 
the  building  of  Scribner  Hill  Estates 
will  result  in  abandonment  of  the  very 
large,  100-year-old  blue  heron  rooker- 
ie.  The  rookerie  is  the  swampy,  wood¬ 
land  breeding  place  of  the  rare  and 
impressive  birds. 

A  preliminary  plan  presented  by 
Walter  Erikson  at  the  monthly  Plan¬ 
ning  Board  meeting  calls  for  shorten¬ 
ing  a  road  to  a  cul  de  sac  and  combin¬ 
ing  several  house  lots  in  the  area  to 
(create  a  12-acre  park  “on  one  of  the 
i  best  pieces  of  the  land”  —  conceeded 
almost  another  300  feet  to  the  herons. 
No  building  will  be  constructed  within 
about  800  feet  of  the  rookerie’s  adja- 
Icent  bound. 

Those  concerned  for  the  birds  and 
Iknowledgeable  of  their  solitude  re- 
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quirement  say  this  will  not  provide 
sufficient  distance  for  the  herons  to  be 
compatible  with  their  human  neigh¬ 
bors.  Birders  report  that  a  lone  photo¬ 
grapher  working  one  quarter  mile 
away  from  the  nesting  area  with  a 
telescopic  lense  caused  the  wary  birds 
to  become  restless  and  unwilling  to 
settle  on  their  nests. 

It  is  feared  that  the  commotion  of 
construction  so  close  to  the  rookerie 
area,  and  people  moving  in  with  chil¬ 
dren  who  will  roam  the  development 
park  and  nearby  forest,  will  prevent 
the  birds  from  incubating  their  eggs 
and  eventually  drive  them  away. 

The  developer  has  also  received 
suggestions  regarding  the  crossing  of 
wetlands  with  roads  in  two  areas  and 
will  try  to  incorporate  these  into  his 
plan.  The  disturbing  of  basins  and  the 
14  streams  that  traverse  the  area  is  of 


great  concern,  because  disruption  of 
the  waterways  would  cause  disrup¬ 
tion  of  the  natural  food  chain  running 
into  the  rookerie. 

In  addition  to  the  desire  to  minimize 
impact  on  the  rookerie  and  its  beaver 
pond,  water  should  be  retained  in  the 
area  to  prevent  unnecessary  lowering 
of  the  water  table,  according  to  Plan¬ 
ning  Board  Chairman  A.  Lucien  La- 
course.  This  could  be  accomplished 
by  deleting  berms,  such  as  the  granite 
curbing  on  sidewalks,  which  act  as 
pipelines  channeling  road  drainage 
away  from  the  area  to  streams.  Erik¬ 
son  also  suggested  that  the  normally 
required  50-foot  road  cut,  the  area 
completely  cleared  for  road  construc¬ 
tion,  be  narrowed  to  38  feet  to  pre¬ 
serve  trees  and  vegetation  to  enhance 
retention  of  water.  The  seeding  of 
grass  on  road  shoulders  would  pre¬ 
vent  runoff  also,  but  the  question  of 
upkeep  expense  concerns  the  board. 

Scribner  Hill  Estates  is  one  of  the 


first  developments  designed  around 
wetlands  and,  as  such,  could  become  a 
model  for  the  industry.  Lacourse  says 
many  lots  have  been  deleted  because 
of  wetlands  areas,  and  Erikson  pro¬ 
poses  that  some  wetland  areas  be  used 
as  fireponds. 

In  another  concession  to  several 
very  concerned  abutters  who  do  not 
want  to  see  150  houses  built  in  their 
back  yards,  a  50-foot  conservation  re¬ 
striction  area  was  added  along  the 
development  bound  where  it  adjoins 
their  lands. 

They  want  to  see  that  there  is  mini¬ 
mal  impact  on  the  neighborhood  and 
on  the  beautiful,  wild  place  they 
would  lifte  to  see  preserved  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  future  and  the  animals  and 
plants  thriving  there,  some  of  them 
rare. 

According  to  Lacourse  “you  can’t 
stop  development,  but  you  can  make  a 
real  strong  attempt  to  make  it  a  per¬ 
fect  development.” 


f  TO  < *  - 

\i  I  ■. 

*  yl  \  l  <1 

■  v“ 

1 

A 

V  •  W*  1  Vl 

wmj  v« 

NEWSWEEIGLY,  THURSDAY,  JULY  14, 1983 


TGBO-BRAD  BLODGET,  Director  of  the  Endangered  Species  and  Non-Game  Division 
the  Mass.  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  and  Lillian  Files  count  great  blue  heron  chicks  at\ 
the  local  heronry,  the  second  largest  in  the  state.  A  total  of  104  plus  great  blues  were  producec 
I  from  this  nesting  colony. 


Blue  Heron  Count 
Done  By  State 


TGBO-A  local  great  blue 
heron  nesting  colony  was 
I  visited  recently  by  officials 
of  the  Mass;  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife  for  a 
I  census  count  of  the  newborn 
I  herons.  Brad  Blodget,  who 
[heads  the  Endangered 
|Species  and  Non-Game 
Division  of  the  state  agency, 
was  assisted  by  colleagues 
Walter  Hoyt  and  Jim  Car- 
jdoza  as  well  as  two  members 
|  of  the  Tyngsborough  Bird 
I  Society. 

The  group  met  at  the  Files 
Ihome,  and  before  leaving 
[for  the  rookery  viewed  two 
|  nesting  bluebirds  and  their 
|nest  containing  four  eggs. 

Mrs.  Files  led  the  way  to 
Ithe  upper  portion  of  a 
|  beaver  pond  where  there  are 
1 22  active  nesting  platforms. 
Once  there  Blodget  and  his 
assistants  assigned  each  nest 
a  number  and  systematically 
counted  the  heron  chicks  in 


the  nests  going  first  from 
right  to  left,  then  up  and 
down,  using  spotting 
scopes.  After  a  15-minute 
interval  the  count  was 
repeated  a  second  and  then  a 
third  time.  Of  the  22  nests  in 
the  largest'  cluster  of  the 
heronry,  63  plus  chicks  were 
counted. 

The  counting  party  then 
proceeded  further  down  the 
pond  where  15  nests  are 
located,  and  the  unique  cen¬ 
sus  conducted  once  more. 
Here,  41  plus  heronlets  were 
counted. 

Last  March  when  Blodget 
first  visited  this  rookery,  the 
total  nesting  platforms  was 
thought  to  be  24.  At  that 
time  he  estimated  the 
number  of  active  paris  of 
adult  great  blues  populating 
this  rookery  to  be  13-15, 
possibly  as  many  as  19  pairs. 
In  May  an  accurate  count  of 
the  platforms,  as  the  nests 


are  called,  showed  the  actual 
total  to  be  37  nests.  Of  the  37 
platforms,  all  but  one  have  | 
active  adult  pairs  in  them. 
These  36  pairs  of  parenting 
great  blue  herons  have  | 
brought  104  plus  chicks  to 
near  fledgling  stage. 
Estimated  total  production 
is  109.24  with  a  mean 
average  of  3.12  per  nest.  In 
comparison,  Blodget  said 
the  largest  rookery  in  the 
state  consisting  of  41  plat¬ 
forms,  at  last  count,  produc¬ 
ed  118  plus  heronlets,  a 
mean  average  of  3.27  per 
nest. 

Blodget  explained  fur¬ 
ther,  the  great  blues  return 
to  this  area  in  March  and  lay 
2-6  eggs  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  eggs  are  in¬ 
cubated  for  21  days  before 
they  hatch  with  both  parents 
taking  a  turn  at  incubating 

the  ewss.  ,  | 
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Some  of  the  young  are  lost  | 
to  the  elements,  cold  rains, 
fierce  winds,  and  burning 
sun,  as  well  as  predators. 
The  heron  babies  are  pro¬ 
tected  from  these  dangers  by 
the  parent  birds  who  have 
been  known  to  stand  for 
hours  with  a  3  foot  wing 
spread  open  to  shield  them 
from  rain  and  sun. 

The  parents  are  easily 
frightened  by  the  alien 
humans,  hence  the  remote 
location  of  their  colony.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  even  those 
humans  with  the  best  of  in¬ 
tentions  towards  the  great 
blues  can  frighten  the 
parents  away,  leaving  the 
nests  of  heronlets  or  unhat¬ 
ched  eggs  to  be  plundered  by 
predators  or  unprotected 
from  harsh  weather.  Nor¬ 
mally  the  location  of  a 
heronry  is  a  well-kept  secret 
to  prevent  these  occur¬ 
rences. 

Protection 

Our  local  rookery  is,  for¬ 
tunately,  to  be  protected  by 
the  foresight  of  a  developer 
l  planning  a  large  subdivision 
nearby.  In  dividing  conser¬ 
vation  land  throughout  the 
subdivision  as  required  by 
the  Tyngsborough  zoning 
laws.  Winter  Hill  Develop¬ 
ment  Corp.  has  left  the 
largest  tract  of  conservation 
land  nearest  the  rookery. 
Not  only  will  the  great  blues 
have  a  12  acre  buffer,  but 
the  nearest  lots  (4)  have  been 
consolidated  into  one  lot  to 
offer  greater  privacy  to  the 
nesting  great  blues  from  ex¬ 
panding  human  popula¬ 
tions. 

Biologists  want  ,  to  know  I 
more  about  the  great  blues 
because  they  are  rare 
breeders  in  this  state.  As 
well,  their  numbers  serve  as 
an  indicator  of  the  health  of 
the  watershed  as  they  feed 
over  a  large  area  and  at  the 
top  of  the  food  chain.  A 
change  in  their  numbers 
might  indicate  a  disturbance 
in  the  complex  web  of 
aquatic  organisms. 


CHELMSFORD  INDEPENDENT 


Life  of  Phyllis  Huffi 
as  the  birds  she  loves 
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Serving  Nashua  and  Southern  New  Hampshire 


NASHUA,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  6,  1983 


Lillian  Lund  Files,  top  photo,  checks  progress  of  bluebird  eggs . . .  and  found,  at 
right,  these  tiny  bluebirds  -  (Telegraphoto  -  Enos  Rigenwald) 


Bluebirders 
‘are  the 
chosen  ones ? 


By  SHARON  ENOS 
RIGENWALD 
Telegraph  Correspondent 

TYNGSBOROUGH,  Mass.  -  Lillian 
Lund  Files  has  been  named  president 
elect  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  So¬ 
ciety.  She  will  assume  her  new  duties  in 
October  following  formal  acceptance  of 
her  election  at  the  society’s  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  to  be  conducted  in  Binghamton,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  Lund  has  served  on  the  board  of 
directors' for  the  New  England  area  the 
past  two  years,  attaining  an  international 
reputation  for  her  work  in  bluebird  con¬ 
servation. 

She  is  past  president  (1980)  of  the  40- 
member  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  and 
continues  to  serve  that  organization  as 
program  chairman. 

During  her  tenure  as  president  she  or¬ 
ganized  a  Save-the-Bluebirds  committee 
which  placed  542  nesting  boxes  in  the 
Tyngsborough  area.  The  bluebird  is  in 
jeopardy  primarily  because  it  cannot  find 
enough  places  to  breed,  so  nesting  boxes 
are  placed  on  poles  in  open  areas  with  low 
or  sparse  vegetation  in  “trails,”  six  or 
more  boxes  about  100  yards  apart. 

The  NABS,  formed  in  1978,  presently 
has  6,500  members  throughout  the  U.S. 
and  Canada  and  a  mailing  list  of  100,000 
non-members  interested  in  conservation 
of  the  three  species  of  bluebirds  inhabit¬ 
ing  North  America.  Its  conservation  effort 
is  directed  toward  education  in  replace¬ 
ment  of  dwindling  natural  nesting  cavi¬ 
ties,  woodpecker  holes  in  fence  posts  and 
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trees,  by  appropriately  constructing  and 
properly  placing  nesting  boxes. 

Mrs.  Files,  office  manager  for  her  hus¬ 
band’s  Files  Equipment  Co.,  Inc.  of  Acton, 
“got  hooked  on  bluebirds”  after  moving  to 
Windswept  Acres,  the  Files’  home  on 
Scribner  Hill  in  Tyngsborough,  32  years 
ago.  She  discovered  a  bluebird  living  in  a 
tree  on  the  property,  but  five  years 
elapsed  before  she  realized  that  it  was 
rare.  “Then,”  she  says,  “interested  people 
started  coming  out  of  the  woodwork.” 

Although  always  interested  in  conser¬ 
vation  this  particular  experience  got  her 
interested  in  “birding.” 

She  specialized  because  she  believes  an 
in-depth  study  of  one  species  is  important 
to  really  accomplish  anything  in  its  con¬ 
servation.  She  chose  bluebirds  because 
she  finds  them  “so  lovable  and  endearing, 


Hawks  Migration 
Off  To  An 
Early  Start 

by  William  Harris 

TGBO-Many  observers 
were  caught  off  guard  last 
week  when  heavy  concentra¬ 
tions  of  Hawks  and  Eagles 
passed  through  New 
England.  This  included 
yours  truly,  who  had  a  Tues- 
day  appointment  at  9 
o’clock.  When  did  the 
hawks  come  through?  You 
guessed  it. .  .Tuesday,  Sept. 
13! 

Yes,  on  that  day  the 
greatest  flight  of  Broadwing 
Hawks  in  all  of 
Massachusetts  recorded 
history  passed  over  head! 
Here  are  some  of  the  astoun¬ 
ding  Figures  for  that  day:  At 
Mt.  Tom  5000  Broadwings 
were  counted,  as  well  as  4 


Bald  Eagles.  In  South  wick, 
12,000  B.W.’s  flew  by  as 
welL  as  20  Osprey.  But  the 

[greatest  show  took  place 
I  over  Mt.  Wachusett  where 
20,000  B.W.’s  barreled 
|  through  the  sky.  In  addition 
50  Northern  Harriers 
I  (Marsh  Hawks)  70  Osprey,  3 
Ravens,  34  Sharp-skins  and 
I  a  Bald  Eagle. 

One  would  think  that  that 
I  should  have  drawn  all  the 
I  hawks  out  of  Canada.  Not 
1  so!  The  very  next  day  over  a 
thousand  B.W.’s  poured 
over  a  farm  in  Hopkington, 
|n.H.  Then  two  days  later, 
1,516  more  B.W.’s  (broadw- 
lings)  cruised  over  Mt. 
Wachusett.  Seven  turkey 
vultures  and  126  sharp¬ 
skinned  hawks,  nearly  a 
dozen  flickers,  and  flocks  of 
Kingbirds  and  Cedar  Waxw- 
ings.  No  Broadwinged 
Hawks  were  seen. 
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but  only  a  few  people  ever  get  to  see  them. 
Bluebirds  are  so  good  to  each  other,  and 
they  stick  together  as  a  family  unit  until 
they  are  ready  to  migrate.  The  first-born 
will  even  help  their  parents  feed  later 
broods.  And  they  are  quite  comfortable 
around  people.” 

Mrs.  Files  gives  an  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative  lecture  using  slides  and  pam¬ 
phlets  to  emphasize  key  concepts  of  blue¬ 
bird  conservation.  She  will  speak  to  any 
interested  group  in  New  England  and  can 
be  contacted  for  this  purpose. 

She  also  monitors  eight  bluebird  trails 
in  Tyngsborough,  Dunstable  and  West- 
ford  with  a  total  of  1 14  boxes.  She  says,  “It 
is  almost  unheard  of  to  have  bluebirds  on 
one  piece  of  property  for  32  years,”  but 
she  has  had  them,  and  says,  “Anyone  who 
has  bluebirds  is  lucky.  We  (bluebirders) 
feel  we  are  chosen  ones.” 


Admittedly,  one  has  to  be 
lucky  to  be  in  the  right  place 
at  the  right  time  to  witness 
the  large  concentrations  of  | 
hawks. 

Many  locations  are  repor- 1 
ting  large  numbers  of| 
Warblers  this  past  week. 
(Check  your  backyard!) 
Robins  and  Bluejays  are 
moving  but  their  hordfes  are 
yet  to  come.  More  on  that 
later. 

Do  these  early  migration 
dates  mean  anything?  Are 
these  birds  aware  of  weather 
changes  long  before  man 
and  his  computers? 

For  more  information  on 
Hawk-watching  on  Mt. 
Wachusett  in  the  weeks 
ahead,  call  256-2128. 


[jyomen  Outdoor 

DUNSTABLE  -  The 
Nashua  Valley  Chapter  of 
Women  Outdoors  encourages 
local  women  to  join  them 
Saturday  at  the  base  of  Mt. 
Wachusett  at  9  a.m.  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  Hawkwatch.  Bring  a  i 
[lunch  and  dress  in  layers.) 
Ra indate  for  this  event  is  Sept. 

25.  Call  Lillian  Files  at  692- 
2520  for  information. 


YNGS-'ORO  UTliD  SOCIETY 


Calendar  of  Pro. rams  for  1903-1094 


All  our  mootings  aro  hold  at  tho  Llttloflold  Library  on  tho  Third  V/odnonday 
of  the  month  at  7; 30  P.M.  Bring  a  friend .  Kof  rosiunonts  wllTHar  served.  * 


9/21/03  "LAUD  of  tho  SiHNINO  MOUNTAINS11  by  Ralph  Cowdrey 

Ralph  Cowdroy  of  Loxlngton  hn3  traveled  many  mlle3  on  his  motorcycle 
taking  tho  most  beautiful  plcturo3  of  sconery,  wildlife  &  flov/ors. 

V/e  had  a  preview  of  his  oxcollont  work  at  tho  1902  Pot-pourri  Might. 
His  locture  slide  program  will  bo  on  one  of  his  trip3  to  tho  Water- 
ton  Glacior  International  Peace  Park  in  Montana  &  Alberta,  Canada. 

10/19/83  "Till:  ROAD  to  RUINS  &  PEST0RATI ON  in  YA NKES  COUNTRY"  by  Poland  Robbln3 

Roland  Robbins  of  Lincoln  has  lectured  extensively  throughout  the 
country  and  describos  himself  as  a  "Pick  &  Shovol"  historian.  This 
lecturer,  author,  photographer,  historian  &  archaoologlst  prosent3 
colorful  !c  entertaining  programs  on  Hidden  America  with  his  Yankee 
humor.  He  is  well-known  for  his  Thoreau's  Cabin  at  Walden  Pond  dig, 
the  Thomas  Jefferson's  Birthplace,  Pilgrim  John  Aldon's  Home,  the 
1646  Saugus  Iron  Works  and  many  others. 

11/16/83  "OUR  AMAZING  WORKD  of  NATURE"  by  Carl  Schanz 


Carl  Schanz  of  Tewksbury  got  hi3  expertise  with  cameras  &  photography 
while  a  young  man  in  his  native  country  of  Germany.  He  has  won  many 
photo  awards  including  a  c-old  Metal  award  from  tho  George  Gleany  Na¬ 
ture  Salon  for  a  wonderful  photo  he'll  show  us.  His  shows  arc  in 
great  demand  from  some  of  the  largest  Photo  Clubs  throughout  the 
country.  Carl  is  a  member  of  tho  Camera  Naturalists  of  Mass.  (One 
becomes  a  member  of  this  elite  club  by  invitation  only.)  His  uro¬ 
gram  will  include  scenery,  butterflies,  birds,  wildlife  &  wildf lowers 
taken  in  Glacier  National  Park  in  summer  &  the  Tetons  &  Yellow  Nation¬ 
al  Park  in  v/inter.  Also  a  variety  of  New  England  nature  scenes. 

1/18/84  "LONG  LEGS  THROUGH  a  LONG  LENS  1 11  by  Hark  ’Nils on 


Mark  Wilson  of  Tewksbury  who  is  an  excllent  photographer  has  won  many 
awards.  He  won  the  1981  Boston  Globe  Fitzgerald  Award  and  took  first 
place  in  a  Lowell  Sun  contest.  He  also  got  Honorable  Mention  in  the 
1982  Natural  History  Magazine.  Mark,  who  is  a  club  member,  will  give 
us  a  slide  lecture  program  on  rookeries  he  has  worked  on  and  photo¬ 
graphed  of  Black-Crowned  Night  Herons,  Snowy  Egrets  and  Glossy  Ibis. 
Plus  he'll  show  slides  on  a  large  local  Great  Blue  Heron  Rookery 
which  is  the  second  largest  m  ...assaenus etts  consisting  of  '57  nests. 

2/15/84  "THE  BIRDS  and  the  BBSS11  by  Alan  &  Lauren  Chaney 

Alan  Chaney  of  Dunstable  teaches  at  a  Newton  High  School  and  is  also 
on  the  Dunstable  Conservation  and  Planning  Boards.  He  has  done  a  lot 
Tor  conservation  in  nis  home  town*  Kis  lecture  slide  Drogram  vd.ll  be 
on  his  25  years'  experience  in  bee-keeping.  Alan  is  a' third  genera¬ 
tion  beekeeper  in  his  family  so  was  introduced  to  bees  early  in  life. 
Lauren,  our  well-known  club's  "Bird  Doctor",  is  a  music  teacher  at 
Groton-Dunstable  Regional  School.  Her  urogram  will  be  on  her  pet 
birds  and  also  ones  she  has  helped. 

3/2l/e4  "ON  the  AMETHYST  TRAIL"  by  Helen  Balzarinl 

Kelen  Balzarini  "of  Chelmsford  runs  the  Balzarinl  Sign  Shop  and  has 
exhibited  many  of  her  beautiful  hand-carved  bird  &  animal*  si r-ns  at 
our  club  in  the  past,  Helen  has  been  into  Mineralology  as  a"hobby 
for  over  15  years.  We  will  follow  her  with  her  tent  b.  tools  on  a 
day-^o-day  experience  doing  dig3  in  three  mines  at  Thunderbay,  On¬ 
tario,  Canada  located  on  the  Northern  Shores  of  Lake  Superior. 
(The^mlne3  are  the  Dzuba  Ony,  Big  Thunderbay  and  the  Noyes  Mines.) 
Besides  her  dig3  she'll  include  nature  and  wildlife  scones  in  the 
area.  She  will  also  bring  in  some  of  her  prized  Amethyst  specimens. 

4/18/84  "OSPREY  PROGRAM  at  WEST FORT"  by  Gil  Fernandez 

Gil  v ernandez  of  South  Dartmouth  has  worked  with  03prcy3  for  21  years 
When  DDT  was  endangering  them.  Mass  Audubon  Society  asked  him  to  do 
somo  censor  work.  Since  then  he  has  done  a  lot  to  rehabilitate  and 
making  a  great  comeback  in  Westport.  In  1970  ho  received  an  Award 
for  Exccllanco  in  Conservation  from  the  Mass.  Audubon  Society.  lie 
tells  about  his  Wostport  Osprey  story  through  his  wonderful  slides 
at  beautiful  Wostport. 


5/16/04  " POT-POURRI  NIGH?  on  our  ANNUAL  Mid-UNO"  by  YOU] 


•iMMKHHHUWHHHi 


Bring  up  to  20  slides,  prints,  etc.  to  share  with  us  on  any  naturo 
oriented  subject  to  help  celebrate  our  last  mooting  of  the  year. 


ITtGii IP:  $2.00  p„er  year  (Hay  to  May) 

For  further  information  ori  tho  above  anu  otfcor  actlvties  contact; 


«<hhhhhkhhkhmkhh: 


Mlko  Potanid.  Prosldont 
Joyce  Marino  I,  Treasurer 
Lll  Files,  Program  Chairman 


256—5123 

597-8600 

692-2520 


TNVOiiMAV  KM  on  Ml .D.VATKG, 


contact  our  club  loaders: 


Hill  h  May  Harris  of  Choi  sford  -  286-2120 


1  Ir-dwelkn  are  usually 
1 ow s weekly  newspn r , 
Parking  Lot  In  CLMirs 


announced  by  '  I  ll  at  our  monthly  moot  1  urn 
Veit  of  our  bli-dv/olks  usually  ritm-t  from 
•  •  '•  ’  A.  M,  sltttrp  for  car pool Ing, 
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Bird  Society 

I  Announces  Its 
’83-’84  Program 

TGBO-The  TyngsborO| 
Bird  Society--to  which 
anyone  interested  in  birds  is  I 
welcome  to  join— has  an¬ 
nounced  its  program  for  the 
year.  All  meetings  are  held  at 
the  Littlefield  Library  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  each 
month  at  7:30  p.m. 
Refreshments  will  be  served. 

For  further  information, 
call  Mike  Potsaid,  president 
(256-5123)  or  Joyce  Marinel, 
treasurer  (597-8608)  or  Lil 
Files,  Program  chairman 
(692-2520). 

The  program  is  as  follows: 

Sept.  21:  “ Land  of  the 
Shining  Mountains ”  by 
Ralph  Cowdrey:  Ralph 
Cowdrey  of  Lexington  has 
traveled  many  miles  on  his 
motorcycle  taking  the  most 
beautiful  pic  trues  of 
scenery,  wildlife  and 
flowers.  We  had  a  preview 
of  his  excellent  work  at  the 
1982  Pot-pourri  Night.  His 
lecture  slide  program  will  be 
on  one  of  his  trips  to  the 
Waterton  Glacier  Interna¬ 
tional  Peace  Park  in  Mon¬ 
tana  and  Alberta,  Canada. 

Oct.  19:  “ The  Road  to 
Ruins  &  Restoration  in 
Yankee  Country ”  by 
Roland  Robbins:  Roland 
Robbins  of  Lincoln  has  lec- 
tured  extensively! 

throughout  the  country  and 
describes  himself  as  a  “Pick 
&  Shovel”  historian.  This 
lecturer,  author, 

photographer,  historian  and  | 
archaeologist  presents  col- 
orful  and  entertaining  pro- 1 


grams  on  Hidden  America 
with  his  Yankee  humor.  He 
is  well-known  for  his 
Thoreau’s  Cabin  at  Walden 
Pond  dig,  the  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson’s  Birthplace,  Pilgrim 
John  Alden’s  Home,  the 
1646  Saugus  Iron  Works 
and  many  others. 

Nov.  16:  “ Our  Amazing 
World  of  Nature "  by  Carl 
Schanz:  Carl  Schanz  of 
Tewksbury  got  his  expertise 
with  cameras  and 
photography  while  a  young 
man  in  his  native  country  of 
Germany.  He  has  won  many 
photo  awards  including  a 
Gold  Medal  award  from  the 
George  Gleany  Nature 
Salon  for  a  wonderful  photo 
he’ll  show  us.  His  shows  are 
in  great  demand  from  some 
of  the  largest  Photo  Clubs 
throughout  the  country. 
Carl  is  a  member  of  the 
Camera  Naturalists  of  Mass. 
(One  becomes  a  member  of 
this  elite  club  by  invitation 
only.)  His  program  will  in¬ 
clude  scenery,  butterflies, 
birds,  wildlife  and 
wildfiowers  taken  in  Glacier 
National  Park  in  summer, 
and  the  Tetons  and  Yellow 
National  Park  in  winter. 
Also  a  variety  of  New 
England  nature  scenes. 

Jan.  18,  1984:  “ Long\ 
Legs  Through  a  Long 
Lens!"  by  Mark  Wilson: 
Mark  Wilson  of  Tewksbury 
who  is  an  excellent 
photographer  has  won  many 
awards.  He  won  the  1981 
Boston  Globe  Fitzgerald  i 
Award  and  took  first  place 
in  a  Lowell  Sun  contest.  He 
i  also  got  Honorable  Mention  I 
in  the  1982  Natural  History 1 
1  Magazine.  Mark,  who  is  a 


I  club  member,  will  give  us  a 
[slide  lecture  program  on 
[rookeries  he  has  worked  on 
[and  photographed  of  Black- 
Icrowned  Night  Herons, 
[snowy  Egrets  and  Glossy 
[ibis.  Plus  he’ll  show  slides 
[on  a  large  local  Great  Blue 
| Heron  Rookery  which  is  the 
[second  largest  in 
I  Massachusetts  consisting  of 
1 37  nests. 

Feb.  15:  “ The  Birds  and 
\the  Bees ”  by  Alan  and 
\Lauren  Chaney Alan 
Chaney  of  Dunstable 
I  teaches  at  a  Newton  High 
|  School  and  is  also  on  the 
Dunstable  conservation  and 
Planning  Boards.  He  has 
done  a  lot  for  conservation 
in  his  home  town.  His  lec¬ 
ture  slide  program  will  be  on 
I  his  25  years’  experience  in 
I  bee-keeping.  Alan  is  a  third 
[generation  beekeeper  in  his 
]  family  so  was  introduced  to 
[bees  early  in  life.  Lauren, 
lour  well-known  club’s 
“Bird  Doctor”,  is  a  music 
Iteacher  at  Groton- 
Dunstable  Regional  School. 
Her  program  will  be  on  her 
I  pet  birds  and  also  ones  she 
|  has  helped. 

Mar.  21:  “ On  the 

I  Amethyst  Trail"  by  Helen 
Balzarini:  Helen  Balzarini  of 
Chelmsford  runs  the 
Balzarini  Sign  Shop  and  has 
exhibited  many  of  her 
beautiful  hand-carved  bird 
and  animal  signs  at  our  club 
in  the  past.  Helen  has  been 
into  Mineralology  as  a  hob¬ 
by  for  over  15  years.  We  will 
I  follow  her  with  her  tent  and 
[tools  on  a  day-to-day  ex¬ 
perience  doing  digs  in  three 
mines  at  Thunderbay,  On- 
I  tario,  Canada  located  on  the 


Northern  Shores  of  Lake 
Superior.  (The  mines  are  the 
iba  Ony,  Big  Thunder- 
Day  and  the  Noyes  Mines.) 

esides  her  digs  she’ll  in¬ 
clude  nature  and  wildlife 
Scenes  in  the  area.  She  will 
also  bring  in  some  of  her 
prized  Amethyst  specimens. 

April  18:  “ Osprey  Pro¬ 
gram  at  Westport"  by  Gil 
vernandez:  Gil  Fernandez 
lof  South  Dartmouth  has 
■worked  with  Ospreys  for  21 
[years.  When  DDT  was  en¬ 
dangering  them,  Mass 
Audubon  Society  asked  him 
to  do  some  censor  work. 

|  Since  then  he  has  done  a  lot 
|  to  rehabilitate  and  making  a 
great  comeback  in 
I  Westport.  In  1970  he  receiv¬ 
ed  an  Award  for  Excellence 
in  Conservation  from  the  i 
Mass.  Audubon  Society.  He 
tells  about  his  Westport 
Osprey  story  through  his 
I  wonderful  slides  at  beautiful 
Westport. 

May  16:  “ Pot-Pourri 
Night  on  our  Annual 
Meeting"  by  YOU!:  Bring 
up  to  20  slides,  prints,  etc.  to 
share  with  us  on  any  nature 
oriented  subject  to  help 
celebrate  our  last  meeting  of 
the  year. 


CMFD-A  BLUE  JAY  destined  to  become  “well  known”  on 
Mill  Road  in  Chelmsford.  Although  injured  early  this  spr¬ 
ing,  this  jay  nevertheless  raised  young  and  fed  them 
throughout  the  summer.  More  about  “Charlie”  elsewhere 
on  this  page.  (Photo  by  Wm.  Harris) 
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The  question  often  asked 
I®.’  Do  the  Blue  Jays 

migrate? ’’The  answer  is  yes 

i  and  no!  Indeed  many  hawk 
watching  sites  record  large 
numbers  of  blue  jays  flying 
|  the  southern  route  on  days 
with  favorable  winds.  In 
years  of  a  low  supply  of 
acorns,  the  blue  jay  “seem” 

I  to  leave  our  area  in  greater 
numbers.  But,  like  the 
Canada  goose,  the  blue  jay 
J  sometimes  elect  to  “stay” 
the  winter  if  food  is  plen¬ 
tiful. 

We  know  of  one  par¬ 
ticular  blue  jay  that  pro¬ 
bably  won’t  migrate  this 
year.  He  was  injured  early! 
this  spring  and  for  several 
weeks  could  only  run  and 
hop  along.  Nevertheless, 
“he”  raised  a  family  and  fed 


them  atter  they  had  Medgec. 
We  use  the  term  “he’ 
guardedly,  for  we  really 
don’t  know  if  this  jay  is  male 
or  female.  We  do  know  a  jay 
hit  various  people  in  the 
neighborhood,  on  the  head 
during  the  nesting  season! 
Possibly  it  was  the  mate  of 
the  injured  bird,  but  we 
always  had  a  tendency  to 
blame  it  on  “Charlie”.  My 
wife  called  him  “Charlie” 
one  day  and  the  name  stuck! 
And  suddenly  in  late  July  he 
started  to  feed  from  our 
hand  if  it  contained 
sunflower,  bird  seed  or  a 
Japanese  beetle!  But  a  lot  of 
things  happened  before  that 
hand-feeding  bit.  More 
about  Charlie  in  the  coming 
months. 


Bird  Society  To 
See  Photos  At 
Nov.  16  Meeting 


Noted  Speaker  At 
Oct.  19  Bird 
Club  Meeting 

T  G  B  O  -  T  h  e 

Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
will  welcome  Roland  Wells 
Robbins  as  guest  speaker  on 
Oct.  19  at  the  Littlefield 
Library,  7:30  p.m. 

Robbins  is  perhaps  best 
known  as  the  archeologist 
who  discovered  the  site  of 
Henry  David  Thoreau’s 
cabin  at  Walden  Pond. 
Essentially  a  self-made  ar¬ 
cheologist  and  historian, 
Robbins  holds  no  degrees 
but  does  have  the  respect  of 
the  historical  community  for 
his  curiosity  and 
thoroughness. 

In  the  1940’s  Robbins 
operated  a  small  painting 
and  window-cleaning 
business  from  his  Lincoln 
home.  He  began  in¬ 
vestigating  the  story  behind 
Lexington’s  Minuteman 
Statue  when  one  of  his 
customers  told  him  their 
father  posed  for  the  statue. 
Subsequently,  he  published 
a  booklet,  “The  Story  of  the 
Minuteman,’’  having  spent 
two  years  researching  it. 

From  there  he  says  his 
career  in  history  progressed 
by  being  “in  the  right  place 
and  time  under  the  right 
conditions.’’  He  happenbed 
to  choose  to  attend  the 
Thoreau  Centennial  obbser- 
vances  at  Walden  on  July  4, 
1945  where  Concord 
historian  Allen  French  urg¬ 
ed  him  to  settle  the  con¬ 
troversy  over  the  true  loca¬ 
tion  of  Henry’s  house  in  the 
woods. 

First,  he  analyzed 
Thoreau’s  descriptions  of 
the  site  from  Walden  and  his 
Journals.  Next,  he  went  to 
the  woods  at  Walden  to  do 
some  deliberate  digging  with 
shovel  and  probing  rods. 

While  he  was  working 
there,  he  had  an  opportunity 
to  speak  with  Henry  David 
Thoreau.  “What  are  you 
digging  for?'’  inquired 
Henry  David  Thoreau,  Jr. 
of  California  one  day.  In  his 
book,  “Discovery  at 


Walden,”  Robbins  calls  this 
timely  visit  by  the  young  ar¬ 
my  sergeant  and  namesake 
of  the  former  Walden  resi¬ 
dent  “a  colossal  coin¬ 
cidence.”  It  could  only  hap¬ 
pen  to  Roland  Robbins! 
And  Robbins  has  the  young 
man’s  army  I.D.  tag  to  pro¬ 
ve  it.  Fittingly,  another  coin¬ 
cidence  occurred  when  the 
project  was  completed  101 
years  to  the  day  after  Henry 
took  up  residence  at 
Walden. 

From  Walden  Pond,  Rob¬ 
bins’  sojourn  through  life 
has  brought  him  to  work  on 
the  Saugus  Ironworks,  John 
Alden’s  1627  Duxbury 
home,  the  birthplace  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Sleepy  Hollow  Restora¬ 
tions,  to  name  a  few.  Saugus 
Ironworks  has  since  become 


a  national  historic  site,  and 
Robbins  continues  to  be 
sought  to  work  at  undover¬ 
ing  or  restoring  mills,  houses 
and  other  historical  sites. 

He  has  lectured  extensive¬ 
ly  throughout  the  country, 
and  calls  himself  a  “pick  and 
shovel  historian.”  This  lec¬ 
turer,  author, 

photographer,  historian  and 
archeologist  presents  a  col¬ 
orful  and  entertaining  pro¬ 
gram  on  Hidden  America 
with  his  Yankee  humor.  The 
title  of  his  program  is  “The 
Road  to  Ruins  and  Restora¬ 
tion  in  Yankee  Country.” 

The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  welcomes  anyone 
who  wishes  to  attend,  free 
admission.  Refreshments 
will  be  served  following  the 
program. 


T  G  B  O  -  T  h  e 

Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
will  meet  next  on  November 
16  at  the  Littlefield  Library 
on  Middlesex  Road  at  7:30 
p.m.  Featured  speaker  for 
the  evening  is  Carl  Schanz 
of  Tewksbury  who  became 
experienced  with  cameras 
and  photography  while  a 
young  man  in  his  native 
country  of  Germany.  He 
has  won  many  awards  for 
his  photos  including  a  Gold 
Medal  Award  from  the 
George  Gleany  Nature 
Salon  for  a  wonderful 
photograph  which  he’ll  be 
showing  at  the  November 
16  meeting.  His  shows  are 
in  great  demand  from  some 
of  the  largest  photography 
clubs  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try.  Carl  is  a  member  of  the 
Camera  Naturalists  of  i 
Massachusetts,  a  club  with 
by-invitation-only  member¬ 
ship.  His  program  will  in¬ 
clude  scenery,  butterflies,  I 
birds,  wildflowers  and 
wildlife  taken  in  Glacier  Na- 
I  tional  Park  in  suramci,  a..~ 
the  Tetons  and  Yellowstone 
National  Park  in  winter. 

I  The  program  will  also  in- 
I  dude  a  variety  of  New 
I  England  nature  scenes  as 
I  well. 

I  The  public  is  cordially  in- 
I  vited  to  attend  this  and 
I  other  Tyngsboro  Bird 
I  Society  meetings.  No  ad- 
I  mission.  Refreshments  are 
I  served.  - 


Bluebird  expert  to  speak  at  club 


WAYLAND  —  The  Cochituate  Garden 
Club  will  open  its  season  with  a  program 
on  The  Plight  of  the  Bluebirds.” 

Lil  Files,  president  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Bluebird  Society,  will  present  a  lecture 
and  slide  show  today,  Sept.  22,  at  12:30 
p.m.  in  the  Community  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Files  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property 
for  over  30  years  and  will  tell  how  others 
can  attract  these  birds.  Nesting  boxes  will 
be  displayed.  There  will  also  be  an  area  to 
display  exceptional  garden  specimens, 
plants  for  exchanging  and  ideas  for  work¬ 
shops  for  the  mall  sale. 


TYNGSBORO- 
DUNSTABLE 

WE  WELCOME  YOUR  NEWS  OF  THE  TOWN 


ROLAND  WELLS  ROBBINS 
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I  bird  talk 

By  William  Harris 


TGBO-LILLIAN  FILES,  recently  voted  President  of  the] 
I  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  (Photo  by  Denise  Rainis)] 
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I  “Charlie”  and  his  close] 
family  relatives!  Last  June 
I  lady  came  on  from  Col-I 
I  orado  to  see  her  grandson! 
graduate  from  High  School. | 
She  went  up  the  road  one] 

|  day  for  a  walk,  and  prompt-1 
ly  got  hit  on  the  head  by  a  I 
bluejay!  But,  instead  of  go¬ 
ing  into  a  panic,  she  faced! 
the  culprit  and  called  out  to 
him,  “Here,  pretty  bird,] 
Here  pretty  bird.”  She  held 
her  hand  out  to  him  and  dol 
I  you  know  what?  That  bird] 
promptly  flew  down  to  herl 
hand  and  she  closed  her! 
fingers  gently  around  him.] 

|  This  wonderful  lady  tbei 
I  carried  the  jay  to  her 
1  daughter’s  house.  This  pro¬ 
duced  a  little  “extra”  ex¬ 
citement  and  a  while  later 
the  bird  was  released  nearl 
his  point  of  capture.! 
Needless  to  say  the  lady  ini 
this  story  wants  to  know| 
“why”  as  well  as  we  do. 

But  this  story  is  far  from  | 
over!  A  few  days  later  I  get 
hit  on  the  head  again  by  a 
I  blue  jay,  with  another  jay 
booking  on  close  by.  It  was 
(almost  a  sure  bet  that  a  nest  I 
|  was  nearby. 

Now,  a  few  days  later  my  I 
(wife  was  outside  the  kitchen 
(window  and  hollers  “Hey, 
llook  at  this!”  To  my 
lazement  she  was  hand] 
feeding  a  blue  jay!  He’d 
(take  a  seed  and  run  a  short! 
iistance  and  then  return  for 
another  seed.  Very  quickly] 
Ihe  got  more  courage  and! 
Istopped  long  enough  to 
|take  4  or  5  seeds  and  run 
away,  regurgitate  the  seeds] 
and  eat  them  one  at  a  time. 
That  same  day  we  were 
Iwatering  our  garden  up! 
■back  and  the  blue  jay  came 
■right  down  close  to  us  and 
Istarted  to  take  a  bath  in  a 
■shallow  pan  left  in  the  | 

garden  for  such  purposes.  1 1 
pointed  the  hose  at  him  and  | 
he  flew  away  a  few  feet. 
When  I  returned  to  the  job  I 
at  hand,  he  immediately 
flew  to  the  pan,  and  with 
my  wife  now  standing  even| 
[closer  than  before,  he  pro- 
Iceed  to  take  a  good| 
(refreshing  bath! 

Many  more  episodes  con¬ 
cerning  Charlie  will  follow  I 
before  bringing  everything  j 
ip  to  the  present  writing! 


By  Stacey  W.  Cole 

Nature  Talks  From  Down  on  the  Farm 
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LUEBIRDS  HAVE  been  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  this  column  for  more 
then  20  years.  During  that  time  we 
have  done  what  we  could  to  promote 
increased  nesting  facilities  for  these 
lovely  birds.  Back  in  March,  I  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Tim  Pollock  of  Bedford  which  read  in 
part.  j  vv.  ‘V r  r 'v .»"  ■ 

.  “I  am  presently  a  Boy  Scout  with  Troop 
'135,  Daniel  Webster 
Council,  Manchester.  I 
have  attained  the  rank  if 
Life  Scout  and  have  start¬ 
ed  work  towards  my  Ea¬ 
gle  rank. 


“My  family  has  al¬ 
ways  been  interested  in 
the  birds  that  live  in  our 
area  and  have  several 
feeders  in  our  yard.  We 
have  several  acres  of 
land  which  includes  both 
meadows  and  woodland.  It  is  my  hope  to  work 
towards  the  return  of  bluebirds  to  our  area  by 
spreading  knowledge  about  them  to  other  citi¬ 
zens  and  by  the  construction  and  placement  of 
bluebird  houses  in  the  appropriate  locations  in 
this  vicinity. 

“I  would  appreciate  any  help  you  can  give 
my  endeavor.  I  plan  to  do  several  demonstra¬ 
tions,  exhibits,  and  mall  shows.  Plans  on  how, 
to  build  (the  houses  and  put  them  up  would  be 
helpful.  I  now  ask  for  your  permission  to 
make  copies  and  use  your  materials.” 

I  was  pleased  to  make  available  mate¬ 
rials  which  I  thought  might  be  helpful.  On 
July  5,  Tim  wrote  again: 

“Just  a  little  note  to  express  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  your  help  in  my  Eagle  Scout  project.  I 
have  successfully  completed  the  rank  of  Ea¬ 
gle  and  my  material  is  now  in  Dallas,  Texas 
for  national  approval.  Enclosed  is  a  summary 
of  my  work.  Thanks  once  again.” 

Tim,  you  knew  what  you  wanted  to  do, 
you  worked  hard  to  do  it,  and  you  were  suc¬ 
cessful.  Congratulations  on  a  job  well  done! 

I’d  like  to  share  with  our  readers  a  few 
excerpts  from  Tim’s  Eagle  Scout  Service  Pro¬ 
ject  “Bluebird  Conservation.” 

“The  bluebird  is  a  symbol  of  hope  and 
peace,  but  its  population  has  been  greatly  di¬ 
minished,  due  to  many  factors.  “The  bluebird 
nests  in  tree  cavities  and  holes.  With  new  de¬ 
velopments  and  needs,  man  has  cut  down 
trees  and  has  deprived  the  bluebird  of  a  place 
to  nest.  Harsh  winters,  have  limited  its  food 
supply  and  competition  from  other  birds,  es¬ 
pecially  the  sparrow  and  starling,  are  also 
reasons  for  the  bluebirds’  population  decline. 

“With  the  help  of  a  fellow  scout,  we  were 
able  to  cut  out  18  birdhouses.” 

On  May  28,  Tim  held  a  demonstration 
at  the  Bedford  Mall  where  he  showed  how 
to  build  bluebird  houses  and  had  a  25  min¬ 
ute  slide  show  telling  of  bluebirds.  People 
actually  could  put  a  bluebird  house  to¬ 


gether  at  the  mall  and  take  their  work 
home  free  after  completion.  Tim  was  as¬ 
sisted  in  this  part  of  his  project  by  other 
Boy  Scouts.  This  fall  he  will  contact  the  18 
people  who  took  birdhouses  home  with 
them  to  check  the  results'  they  had. 

;  ★  ★  .  ★ 

It  is  time  once  again  to  remind  you  to  i. 
gather  information  for  our  Bluebird  Nesting 
Survey.  We  have  been  requesting  our  readers 
to  send  us  information  of  nesting  bluebirds  for 
the  past  20  years.  This  will  be  the  21st.  Here 
are  the  questions  we  would  appreciate  infor¬ 
mation  on:  1 

1  —  Town  where  nest  is  located. 

2  —  Number  of  nesting  pairs. 

3  —  Type  of  house. 

4  —  Height  of  nest  from  ground. 

5  —  Distance  of  nest  from  building. 

6  —  Number  of  years  bluebirds  have  nest¬ 
ed  in  this  location. 

7  —  Remarks  (any  comments  you  may 
have). 

My  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  55,  W. 
Swanzey,  N.H.  03469. 

★  ★  ★ 

While  on  the  subject  of  bluebirds,  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  most  interesting  query  from  a  reader 
who  lives  in  Berlin.  She  wrote  in  part:  “About 
65  years  ago,  I  was  going  to  a  country  school 
and  belonged  to  the  -Liberty  Bell  Bird  Club. 
We  had  a  small  pin.  I  think  there  was  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  bird  on  it,  also  a  bird  book  and  other 
leaflets.  I  have  none  of  them  now  but  I  re¬ 
member  our  motto  —  ‘Protect  our  Feathered 
Friends,’  and  our  pledge  was,  ‘I  desire  to  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Bell  Bird  Club 
and  promise  to  study  and  protect  all  song  and 
insectivorous  birds  and  do  all  I  can  for  the 
Club.’ 

“Do  you  know  if  there  is  such  a  Club  now? 
We  built  houses  and  mostly  for  bluebirds.  We 
have  been  back  on  the  old  farm  for  about  10 
years  and  this  is  the  first  year  we  have  had 
any,  only  one  pair. 

“I  thought  the  tree  swallows  would  bother' 
the  bluebirds  but  sometimes  they  sit  on  the 
wires  not  too  far  apart.” 

Sorry  to  say  I  have  not  heard  of  the  Liber¬ 
ty  Bell  Bird  Club.  I  hope  some  of  our  readers 
have  so  that  they  can  write  us  about  the  sub¬ 
ject.  : 

Houses  built  according  to  bluebird  specifi¬ 
cations  are  just  right  for  tree  swallows  and 
when  the  two  species  choose  the  same  house, 
long  battles  are  apt  to  ensue.  Sometimes  the 
swallows  win  and  sometimes  the  bluebirds  do. 
When  the  ire  of  the  bluebird  is  aroused,  it  can 
be  most  aggressive  as  can  be  attested  to  by 
those  who  have  witnessed  their  battles. 

Bluebirds  are  well  worth  assisting  in  their 
struggle  for  housing  and  thus  we  encourage 
the  building  of  nesting  boxes.  A  long  self-ad- 
dressed  envelope  forwarded  to  me  will  be  re¬ 
turned  containing  plans  for  such  a  house. 
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ItIM  POLLOCK  (L)  OF  BEDFORD,  working  on  his  Eagle  Scout  Project 
Jon  Bluebirds.  Assisting  him  is  fellow  scout,  David  Sampo.  (harris  Photo) 

Bedford  Scout  Promoting 

♦ 

Vanishing  Bluebirds 


BEDFORD  -  The  Bedford 
I  Public  Library  is  cooperating 
with  the  Eagle  Scout  project  of 
Timothy  Pollock  of  Bedford,  who 
is  distributing  information  on  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society 
to  encourage  the  interest  of  the 
public  in  the  bluebird  population, 
which  has  been  shrinking  alar¬ 
mingly  in  recent  years. 

Available  at  the  Library  are 
pamphlets  about  the  plight  of 
this  delightfully  colored  small, 
[bird,  and  plans  for  building  and 
locating  bluebird  houses.  This  in¬ 
formation  is  free  of  charge,  and 
bird-lovers  will  be  interested  to 
discover  what  can  be  done  for 
these  birds,  once  seen  quite  of¬ 
ten  in  this  area,  but  no  longer 
I  sighted  so  frequently. 

Bluebirds  are  in  danger 


because  their  breeding  places 
are  disappearing.  They  nest  in 
eithter  natural  or  artificial  en¬ 
closures  such  as  dead  trees  and 
wooden  fence  posts.  Open  fields 
and  orchards  which  once  were 
bluebird  nesting  territory  are 
shrinking  rapidly  or  have  been 

treated  with  pesticides.  Bluebir¬ 
ds  also  compete  for  nesting  sites 
with  house  sparrows  and 
starlings,  both  more  agressive 
birds  than  bluebirds. 

Information  at  the  library  in¬ 
cludes  material  on  the  creation  of  | 
a  bluebird  trail,  one  of  the  most 
significant  hopes  for  bluebird! 
survival.  A  trail  is  a  chain  of 
nesting  boxes  at  least  100  yards  [ 
apart.  Proper  trails  usually  at¬ 
tract  bluebirds  and  are  a  great  I 
source  of  satisfaction  to  the  I 
people  who  operate  them. 

Tim  put  on  a  demonstration  at 
the  Bedford  Mall  on  Saturday, 
May  28  to  show  people  how  to  | 
build  birdhouses  for  the  bluebir¬ 
ds.  People  were  encouraged  to 
actually  make  a  birdhouse  right 
then  with  Tim’s  help  and  take  it f 
home  for  free.  He  also  had  a  25- 
minute  slide  presentation. 

Tim  is  a  member  of  Boy  Scout 
Troop  135  and  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Pollock  of  Daniel 
Webster  Highway  South  in  Bed¬ 
ford 


Sfangsborn 
Sitii 

< 

TGBO-Local  birders  and 
nature  enthusiasts  in  general 
can  thank  Joyce  Marinel  for 
the  rebirth  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society. 
What  started  in  1977  with  a 
handful  of  people,  now  in  its 
sixth  year  boasts  a  member¬ 
ship  of  55  from  a  variety  of 
local  towns  as  well  as 
Tyngsborough. 

Mrs.  Marinel  continued 
the  tradition  of  birding  in¬ 
terest  in  Tyngsborough  in 
tribute  to  Catherine 
Lambert,  whom  Mrs. 
Marinel  had  cared  for  dur¬ 
ing  an  illness.  She  was  asked 

to  revive  the  bird  club  by 
Mrs.  Lambert’s  son, 
Robert. 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Bird 
Society  as  put  forth  in  the 
by-laws— is  “to  instill 
knowledge  and  understan-| 
ding  of  birds  and  their  en- 1 
vironment  in  children.’’ 
This  in  particular  is  the  stan- 1 
dard  set  by  the  Bird  Com- 1 
*  mittee  of  bygone  years. 
Programs 

The  former  Bird  Commit- 1 
tee  was  founded  by  | 
Francena  Sherburne, 
mother  of  Norman  Sher- 1 
burne.  Its  work  focused  on 
organization  of  birdwalks 
and  essay  contests  for 
|  Winslow  School  students. 
Prizes  bought  by  Mrs.  Sher- 
[  burne  were  given  to  students 
for  their  essays,  bird  feeders  | 
and  occupied  bird  boxes. 
Winning  essays  were  also  I 
printed  in  the  Village  Im¬ 
provement  Association  An-  [ 
Inual. 

Later,  the  Bird  Commit- 1 
I  tee’s  work  was  sponsored  by 
the  Grange  overseen  by 
Catherine  Lambert,  Anna[ 
Elliott,  and  Bessie  Norris. 
Miss  Elliott  wrote  a  column 
in  the  VIA  Annual  each  year 
summarizing  the  activities  of 


Recent  Activities 

In  its  more  recent  history 
I  the  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  has  organized  a 
bluebird  banding  program 
and  Save  the  Bluebird  Com¬ 
mittee.  Actually,  from  the 
banding  program  came  the 
inception  of  the  Save  the 
[Bluebird  Committee  which 
[promoted  bluebird  trails  in  | 
[Tyngsborough  and  surroun- 
Iding  areas.  Concerned  with  I 
[declining  population) 
[statistics  reportedly  caused 
Iby  misuse  of  pesticides, 
[decrease  in  nesting  en¬ 
vironments  and  aggressive 
[alien  birds,  a  group  of  bird 
club  members  constructed 
|about  350  bluebird  boxes. 
[The  boxes  were  offered  to 
[anyone  with  the  inclination 
[to  monitor  them  and  the 
|proper  habitat. 

The  club  also  encouraged 
[the  U.S.  Postal  Service 
[Citizens  Advisory  Commit- 
|tee  to  consider  the  bluebird 
[for  a  stamp  design.  In  this 
endeavor  they  received  sup¬ 
port  from  Senators  Kennedy 
|and  Tsongas. 

Monthly  Meetings 
The  Tyngsborough  Bird 
I  Society’s  meetings  are  mon¬ 
thly  from  September  to 
May.  Lil  Files  of 
Tyngsborough  is  the  pro¬ 
gram  chairman.  She  has 
consistently  scheduled 
thought-provoking  and  in¬ 
formative  programs  for  the 
meetings.  Interspersed 
[throughout  the  year  are 
birdwalks  led  by 
Chelmsford  resident  Bill 
Harris,  an  avid  birder. 

At  the  start  of  each 
meeting  in  Tyngsborough’s 
Littlefield  Library  club 
president  Mike  Potsaid  of  I 
Chelmsford  leads  a  discus- 1 
sion  by  members  of  their  re¬ 
cent  discoveries  in  nature. 
These  discussions  always 
promise  to  be  interesting  I 
learning  experiences.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  members  provide  the 
program  for  the  final 
meeting  of  the  year  with  a  | 
potpourri  of  nature  slides, 
jrints  or  other  media. 


Eagle 

At  the  September 
meeting,  Mark  Wilson  of  | 
Tewksbury  told  the  club  of  a 
young  bald  eagle  on  Cape 
Cod  which  permits  people  to 
come  as  close  as  thirty  feet. 
Mark  brought  pictures  of  | 
the  eagle  to  show.  The  bird 
was  banded  so  he  contacted 
Mass.  Audubon  to  see  what 
was  known  about  it.  From 
there  he  learned  the 
“uneducated”  eagle  was 
probably  from  the 
Maryland  area. 

Hawks 

Bill  Harris  reported  to  the 
club  on  hawk  watching;  it’s 
fall  migration  time.  Large 
numbers  of  hawks  have  been 
seen  this  year.  At  Mount 
Wachusetts,  the  center  of 
migration  activity,  20,000 
hawks  were  counted  in  one 
day.  That’s  double  the 
former  record  for  hawks 
passing  over  the  mountain  in 
one  day  during  migration.  J 
Cold  weather  and  nor¬ 
thwesterly  winds  are  ideal 
conditions  for  migration 
watching,  according  to  Bill 
Harris. 

Photographs 

Ralph  Cowdry  of  Lex¬ 
ington  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
year.  He  has  put  many  miles 
on  his  motorcycle  in  search 
of  America’s  natural  beau¬ 
ty.  His  lecture-slide  program 
on  “The  Land  of  the  Shin- 
ling  Mountains,”  Waterton 
International  Peace  Park 
|  demonstrated  that  he  has  in¬ 
deed  found  that  natural 
beauty. 

Public  Always  Welcome 

The  public  is  always  in- 1 
vited  to  attend  the  monthly 
meetings  held  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  the  month  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Littlefield 
Library  on  Middlesex  Road. 
Refreshments  are  served. 
The  next  program  features 


Roland  Wells  Robbins,  the 
archeologist  who  uncovered 
the  site  of  Thoreau’s  cabin 
at  Walden  Pond.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  entitled  “The  Road 
to  Ruins  and  Restoration  in 
Yankee  Country.” 


North  American 
Bluebird  Society 

6th  Annual  Meeting 


September  30,  October  1,2,  1983 
Binghamton,  New  York 


Sixth  Annual  Meeting 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 
Roberson  Center,  Binghamton,  New  York 
September  30,  October  1  &  2,  1983 
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The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  invites  you  to  attend  its  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
Roberson  Center  for  Arts  and  Sciences  in  Binghamton,  NY,  from  Friday,  Sept.  30  to  Sunday,  Oct.  2,  1983. 
Located  in  the  southern  tier  of  New  York  State,  a  land  of  rolling  hills  whose  magnificent  hardwoods  will  be 
ablaze  with  fall  color  at  that  time  of  year,  Binghamton  has  many  attractions  for  the  visiting  bluebirders.  There  is 
the  program  planned  to  introduce  us  to  the  wonders  of  the  night  sky,  at  Roberson's  Kopemik  Observatory.  Field 
trips  are  scheduled:  one  to  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  and  Sapsucker  Woods  at  Cornell  University;  another 
to  a  privately  owned  bird  sanctuary  with  mowed  paths  and  wildlife  plantings  and  to  the  Fred  L.  Waterman  Con¬ 
servation  Center,  which  has  a  bluebird  trail,  museum  room  and  a  variety  of  habitat  attractive  to  all  wildlife. 
Don't  forget  binoculars! 

Programming  is  still  in  the  planning  stage,  but  the  following  are  confirmed  speakers:  Bob  Pantle  will  discuss 
competition  between  bluebirds.  Tree  Swallows,  and  House  Wrens.  Bob  has  maintained  a  bluebird  trail  for  many 
years  in  the  area.  Pete  Nye,  Wildlife  Biologist,  Endangered  Species  Unit,  of  the  Dept,  of  Environmental  Conser¬ 
vation,  will  explain  New  York  State's  Bald  Eagle  restoration  program.  The  “hacking"  program  started  in  1976 
has  demonstrated  that  young  Bald  Eagles  can  be  released  in  man-made  situations  and  learn  to  hunt,  feed  and  sur¬ 
vive  on  their  own. 

\ 

Many  other  speakers  and  topics  of  interest  will  fill  out  the  program  time.  Remember — the  Eastern  Bluebird  is 
the  New  York  State  Bird,  so  we'll  probably  hear  more  on  that!  There  will  be  election  of  officers  and  board 
members.  Awards  will  be  presented  to  outstanding  bluebirders.  A  report  will  be  given  on  the  upcoming  film  now 
in  the  making  on  the  bluebird's  life  cycle  and  the  problems  it  faces. 


Meals  will  be  at  Ramada  Inn,  one-half  block  from  Roberson  Center;  lodging  is  also  available  there,  or  at  a 
state  park  about  20  minutes  away.  For  more  information  about  the  excellent  cabins  and  camping  facilities  write: 
Chenango  Valley  State  park,  RR  #2,  Box  593,  Chenango  Forks,  NY  13746.  Meals  at  the  Ramada  may  be  reserved 
in  advance  for  camp  users. 


There  will  be  an  individual  registration  fee  for  the  meeting  of  $10  which  will  be  collected  at  the  time  of  arrival 
at  the  Roberson  Center,  30  Front  St.,  Binghamton,  NY  13905.  Tel.  (607)  772-0660. 


Please  print  or  type  Pre-registration  deadline  is  Sept.  16,  1983 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  N.A.B.S.  Nominating  Committee  to  submit  a  slate  of  candidates  for  the  five  elective  offices 
of  the  Society  to  serve  one-year  terms  and  for  six  Directors  to  serve  two-year  terms.  This  year  the  Committee  was 
chaired  by  Robert  Bodine  with  assistance  from  Elsie  Eltzroth  and  Bryan  Shantz.  In  fulfillment  of  this  duty  the 
following  slate  is  submitted: 


Officers: 

President:  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Vice  President:  Thomas  Tait 
Treasurer:  Delos  C.  Dupree  (incumbent) 
Recording  Secretary:  Mark  Raabe  (incumbent) 
Corresponding  Secretary:  Joseph  G.  Tait 


Directors: 

Roger  and  Dottie  Foy 
Joan  Glascock 
Edward  Haws,  Jr. 
Charlotte  Jernigan 
Reber  Layton 
Donald  Stiles 


Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  MA,  has  worked  in  bluebird  conservation  for  approximately  30  years.  In  1979  she  became 
aware  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  She  began  giving  the  NABS  slide  program  extensively  throughout  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire.  Since  that  time  she  reports  an  increase  in  numbers  of  bluebirds,  especially  when  recorded  on  the  Christmas 
Count  on  Cape  Cod. 

Thomas  Tait  is  currently  serving  as  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Joseph  G.  Tait  is  currently  serving  as  a  Director. 

Roger  and  Dottie  Foy,  husband  and  wife  master  bird  bander  team  from  Oriental,  NC,  have  had  a  long  time  interest  in  birds 
of  all  species.  Mrs.  Foy  contributes  raw  data  to  ornithology  researchers  who  write  scientific  papers  for  publication.  Mr.  Foy  has 
served  as  Councillor  of  the  Eastern  Bird  Banding  Association  from  1976-79.  Together  they  have  sought  to  benefit  birds 
throughout  the  years  before  Mr.  Foy's  retirement  in  1974.  They  have  recently  moved  to  North  Carolina  and  have  begun  their 
own  bluebird  trail.  They  have  also  established  a  Special  N.A.B.S. Bluebird  Award:  The  Roger  and  Dottie  Newcomer  Award. 

Joan  Glascock  has  had  a  lifelong  interest  in  nature  during  her  residence  on  both  east  and  west  coasts.  She  is  a  trail  monitor 
in  her  area  of  Corvallis,  Oregon,  where  she  also  participates  in  the  Christmas  Bird  Counts  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Audubon  Society. 

L.  Edward  Haws,  Jr.  of  Catawba,  SC,  is  Public  Relations  Manager  with  Bowater  Carolina,  Inc.  In  this  capacity  he  has  pro¬ 
moted  bluebird  conservation  by  distributing  free  nestboxes.  Approximately  5000  nesting  boxes  have  been  distributed  throughout 
North  America  in  this  way.  Mr.  Haws  also  produced  an  excellent  film  on  the  Bowater  involvement  with  bluebirds  which  was 
shown  at  the  NABS  fifth  Annual  Meeting. 

Charlotte  Jernigan,  a  retired  school  teacher  from  Wagoner,  Oklahoma,  became  involved  in  bluebird  conservation  as  a  result 
of  reading  the  Parade  article,  "How  You  Can  Hear  The  Bluebird's  Song  Again"  by  Joan  Rattner  Heilman.  Since  then  she  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  educating  Oklahomans  about  bluebird  conservation  by  giving  talks,  writing  articles  and  cooperating  with 
the  Oklahoma  Dept,  of  Wildlife  Conservation. 

Reber  B.  Layton  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  has  long  been  active  in  bluebird  and  purple  martin  conservation.  He  is  the  author 
of  several  books  sold  by  NABS  ( The  Purple  Martin,  30  Birds  That  Will  Build  in  Bird  Houses).  He  has  been  instrumental  in 
stimulating  interest  in  the  bluebird  throughout  Mississippi's  many  state  organizations,  both  public  and  private. 

Donald  Stiles  is  a  geophysicist  with  Texaco,  Inc.  in  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada.  He  maintains  several  Mountain  Bluebird 
trails  and  is  coordinator  for  the  Calgary  Bluebird  Trails,  reporting  for  local  publications.  Two  sons  are  also  active  in  his  bluebird 
work.  He  is  a  sub-permitee  bird  bander. 
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Bluebird  lovers  will  flock 
to  Binghamton  Frida 


Drat.  How  exciting  it  miglrthavebeerHuh^orth 
American  Bluebird  Society  meeting,  which  will  be  held 
uiis  weekend  at  Binghamton’s  Roberson  Center,  could 
navre i  coincided  with  the  great  cat  festival  that’s  booked 
into  the  Holiday  Inn-Arena. 

But  no,  the  cat  show  isn’t  until  next  weekend. 

Not  that  it  would  have  mattered.  The  bluebird  people  i 
aren  t  bringing  any  bluebirds  with  them;  only  their  pas¬ 
sion  for  that  beautiful  bird,  which  has  managed  to  survive 
not  only  cats,  but  one  of  the  God-awfulest  songs  ever  writ¬ 
ten.  The  only  thing  worse  than  Bluebird  of  Happiness,  is 
listening  to  Jan  Peerce  sing  it. 

But  I  digress.  The  Bluebirders  will  shape  up  at  Rober- 
son  Center  on  Friday,  with  registration  starting  at  4  p.m., 
and  break  camp  following  a  round  of  field  trips  on  Sunday 
morning.  3 

Despite  the  name  of  the  organization,  bluebirds  won’t 
be  the  only  feathered  game  in  town.  They’ll  be  sharing  top 
billing  with  eagles  and  puffins. 

Guest  speaker  at  Saturday’s  dinner,  which  will  be  held 
at  6  p.m.  in  Binghamton’s  Ramada  Inn,  will  be  Steven 
Kress,  research  collaborator  at  Cornell  Unversity’s  Or¬ 
nithology  laboratory  and  director  of  the  Maine  Audubon 
SSL  Kress  w^1Ls/?°'v  a  blm  of  his  project  that  has  suc- 

B^ofVund  veSta  b  lShm§  the  puffin  on  an  151311(1  in  the 

cf3:45  P-m;.on  Saturday,  Mike  Allen,  an  endangered 
species  specialist  with  the  New  York  State  Department  of 


David  Rossie 


One  of  the  abiding  problems 
facing  bluebird  lovers  is  how  to 
get  the  shy  birds  to  take  up  resi¬ 
dence .  They  not  only  do  not  like 
other  birds ,  they  apparently  don't 
like  one  another  very  much  ei- 1 
ther. 


Environmental  Conservation,  will  talk  about  hacking  ea¬ 
gles,  which  is  not  as  grisly  as  it  might  sound  to  the  uniniti¬ 
ated. 

Hacking  is  a  term  used  to  describe  the  process  of  rais¬ 
ing  birds  in  the  wild  that  have  been  hatched  in  captivity. 

The  DEC  will  also  be  represented  by  Clark  Pell,  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  department’s  public  affairs  staff.  Pell  will 


speak  at  y  a.m.  on  Saturday  about  New  York’s  Return  a 
Gift  to  Wildlife  program.  The  program,  new  this  year, 
uses  money  derived  from  individual  tax  return  checkoffs 
Jo  support  a  variety  of  conservation  programs. 

A  regular  feature  of  the  annual  meeting,  one  that  is  al¬ 
ways  popular,  is  titled  Doctor  I  Have  This  Bluebird  Prob¬ 
lem,  and  is  scheduled  for  3:45  p.m.  on  Saturday.  This  is  a 
question  and  answer  session,  with  answers  supplied  by  ' 
Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny,  founder  of  the  NABS,  Lillian  Files, 
president-elect  of  the  society,  and  Mark  Raabe,  NABS  re¬ 
cording  secretary. 

Zeleny  may  not  have  invented  the  bluebird,  as  some  be¬ 
lieve,  but  he  knows  more  about  it  than  whoever  did. 

Sadie  Dorber  of  Vestal,  one  of  the  organization’s  direc¬ 
tors,  says  one  of  the  abiding  problems  facing  bluebird  lov¬ 
ers  is  how  to  get  the  shy  birds  to  take  up  residence.  They 
not  only  do  not  like  other  birds,  they  apparently  don’t  like 
one  another  very  much  either. 

They  are  finicky  about  where  they  live  and  will  pack  up 
and  leave  a  house  if  they  think  the  neighborhood  is  getting 
too  crowded.  They  are  forever  getting  ousted  from  their 
digs  by  swallows  and  wrens,  which  are  more  obstre¬ 
perous. 

Bob  Pantle  of  Candor,  who  maintains  a  bluebird  trail  in 
Tioga  County  will  talk  about  how  to  attract  and  hold  nest¬ 
ing  bluebirds  at  2:10  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Sunday  morning’s  field  trippers  will  be  able  to  choose 
from  among  Nuthatch  Hollow  in  Vestal,  the  Waterman 


Conservation  Center  in  Apalachin,  and  Cornell’s  Sapsuck- 
er  Woods. 

Non-members  can  register  for  the  information  meet¬ 
ings  at  Roberson  for  $10,  and  make  meal  arrangements  as 
they  choose. 


luebird  watchers  flock  for  meeting 
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(Qedoved  oh  cAJatu/ie,  Qduebiitds  know 
Vhe  peace  and  quietness  oj  gnow, 
uAg,  /testing  on  the  gumae  bough, 
^Jliey  gatbe/t  gugtenance. 
e/nd  now 

'Sfihey  gwe  to  ug  the  happy  heason 
Vo  Wish  you  joy  this  Viody  Qeason: 
3t  g  Chkistmsll 
tjUay  add  you/t  da yg  be  bdessed 
with  Qduebi/ide! 


Katharine  Braun 


EASTERN  BLUEBIRDS 
(Sialia  Sialis) 


In  this  picture  by  John  W.  Taylor,  noted  wildlife  artist,  bluebirds  perch  on  wild 
sumac,  one  of  the  many  types  of  wild  berries  used  for  food  by  bluebirds  in 
winter.  Bluebirds  are  cavity  nesting  birds  which  have  experienced  a  sharp  decline 
in  population  throughout  North  America.  This  decline  was  due  largely  to  unwise 
human  decisions  and  by  natural  disasters.  In  1978,  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society  was  incorporated  as  a  non  profit,  tax  exempt  organization  determined  to 
increase  the  populations  of  the  three  species  of  bluebirds  on  this  continent.  Infor¬ 
mation  and  nestbox  plans  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  NABS,  Box  6295,  Silver 
Spring,  MD  20906-0295.  Please  include  50‘  to  cover  mailing  and  handling. 

The  poem  was  composedTor  this  card  and  donated  to  NABS  by  Katherine  Braun. 


'•tA/ 

C/x 


/jet 

//  y  f/ J  /)  J  /  / 

iJtiAsV  ^t^JL  ' 

staH.iL, 

z*-  ^  c 

e  c  ■-'Ai.  > 

'  yc_ 

,-yyus-  k.t  *  X/f  ,  -j—J 

nZUiL  A^A--UeJU\Ab  y.  - 

AxAf,  *+*' 

Juz  /$L<X  Ufyuxj.  •*£/. 


sCjeAX' 

,  "ix- 


Stf/ 


